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TraesmitteE 


After  four  years,  the  experimental  organization  period  of  the  Essay  Proof  Society 
should  be  settling  into  a permanent,  efficient  and  financially  sound  organization. 

An  organization  that  consistently  operates  at  a loss  must  do  one  of  two  things — either 
reduce  expenses,  or  obtain  more  money.  It  is  as  simple  as  that. 

1.  Reduce  expenses:  In  the  Essay  Proof  Society,  the  major  expense  is  the  cost  of  pro- 
ducing the  Journal  four  times  a year.  Had  the  costs  of  producing  the  Journal  remained 
as  they  were  in  1944  ($1870.44),  we  should  this  year,  with  our  increased  membership  since 
1944,  be  meeting  them.  But  there  has  been  a 60%  increase  in  those  costs.  Our  Journal 
is  more  than  a Quarterly  received  by  our  members  in  exchange  for  their  dues.  It  is  source 
material,  original  reference  material  that  cannot  be  duplicated  anywhere  at  any  price.  To 
maintain  the  high  standard  of  our  Journal,  we  must  continue  to  have  the  finest  engraving 
and  photography  and  the  best  possible  printing. 

2.  Obtain  more  money:  More  money  can  be  obtained  in  three  ways: 

a.  Increase  our  membership  at  once  by  at  least  50%.  But  building  membership 
is  a slow  process. 

b.  Continue  to  rely  on  Contributing  Members  to  make  up  the  deficits.  This  is 
unreasonable  and  financially  unsound. 

c.  Increase  the  dues  in  the  same  ratio  as  the  increased  rise  in  costs,  i.  e.  60%.  Each 
year  every  serious  philatelist  worthy  of  the  designation  considers  the  expendi- 
ture for  Scotts  Standard  Catalogue  or  the  Uriited  States  Specialized  Catalogue 
a “must.”  An  additional  $5.  for  the  Essay  Proof  Journal  for  reference  and 
catalog  material  for  specialists  in  Essays  and  Proofs  is  not  out  of  line. 

Our  by-laws  provide  in  Article  I,  Section  4 that  the  annual  dues  of  active  members  shall 
be  three  Dollars,  two  Dollars  of  which  shall  be  applied  as  a subscription  to  the  Society 
Journal  and  paid  in  such  fund.  Article  VI  provides  that  By-laws  may  be  amended  by  a 
majority  vote  of  the  members  voting  by  mail  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  Constitution, 
Article  IV,  Section  7,  providing  that  both  existing  and  proposed  Articles  and  Sections  be 
fully  published  in  the  Society  Journal  and  sent  to  each  member  at  least  thirty  days  prior 
to  the  specified  date  closing  the  ballot. 

Sharing  a load,  whether  it  be  physical  or  financial,  always  makes  things  easier  for  all 
concerned.  That  lesson  I learned  in  my  youth  from  my  Dad’s  experiences  in  the  ministry. 
He  never  sought  a wealthy  pastorate,  believing  that  more  could  be  accomplished  where 
wealth  was  not  important.  But  church  organizations  were  not  different  from  other  service 
groups — money  was  necessary  to  carry  on  the  work.  The  duty  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
was  to  see  that  financial  support  was  forthcoming. 

On  one  critical  occasion  the  church  Trustees  asked  the  pastor  to  sound  a call  for  badly 
needed  funds.  The  Trustees  probably  reasoned  that  if  Dad  invoked  the  name  of  the  Deit}-, 
and  threatened  hell  fire  punishment  for  miserly  givers,  desired  funds  would  come  in. 
But  Dad  reasoned  that  even  Divine  intervention  would  not  permanently  solve  the  problem. 
He  took  the  congregation  into  his  confidence  and  gently  but  firmly  reminded  them  that  this 
was  their  church.  Unless  they  themselves  were  convinced  its  spiritual  work  was  necessary 
to  the  community  they  could  not  expect  others  to  contribute. 

rhe  church  records  showed  that  out  of  a membership  of  400  or  more,  less  than 
contributing  their  full  pledges.  A few  members  were  contributing  in  excess  of  their 

(Please  turn  to  page  74) 
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Asher  B,  Durand  the  Engraver  of  the 
1847  Stamp  Franklin  Portrait 


By  Julian  Blanchard,  Ph.D. 


In  the  April  1947  Journal,  p.  67,  there  was  presented  by  this  writer  an  array  of  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  strongly  supporting  the  view  that  Asher  B.  Durand  was  the  artist 
who  engraved  the  portraits  of  Franklin  and  Washington  used  on  our  first  United  States 
stamps.  Illustrated  in  the  article  were  proofs  of  newly  discovered  bank  notes  showing  the 
two  identical  engravings  and  bearing  the  imprint  of  Durand,  Perkins  & Co.  This  was  a 
firm  that  went  out  of  business  almost  simultaneously  with  the  organization  of  Rawdon, 
Wright,  Hatch  & Co.,  who  secured  these  and  other  dies  from  the  expiring  company,  used 
them  on  their  own  notes,  and  later,  as  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson,  produced  the 
two  stamps  for  our  Government.  Looking  into  the  composition  of  the  Durand  company 
and  examining  what  knowledge  we  have  of  its  individual  members  led  to  the  conclusion  that 
if  these  portrait  dies  originated  with  that  firm  the  most  likely  one  to  have  engraved  them 
was  A.  B.  Durand.  It  was  recognized,  however,  that  the  facts  supporting  this  theory  were 
not  as  convincing  as  could  be  desired,  and  the  hope  was  expressed  “that  before  this  cen- 
tennial year  is  over  more  conclusive  evidence  will  be  unearthed  concerning  the  authorship 
of  these  now  famous  engravings.”  That  hope  was  not  realized  during  the  centennial  year, 
but  not  long  after  it  was  past  some  new  and  important  evidence  was  discovered.  This 
relates  to  the  Franklin  portrait,  and  will  be  the  subject  of  this  further  report. 

Durand  died  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  In  1894  “The  Life  and  Times  of 
A.  B.  Durand”  was  published,  written  by  his  son  John  Durand,  in  the  preface  to  which 
acknowledgement  of  assistance  is  made,  among  others,  to  “Mr.  Charles  Henry  Hart.” 

In  the  month  of  April  of  the  following  year,  1895,  there  was  held  at  the  Grolier  Club 
in  New  Vork  an  exhibition  of  Durand  engravings,  accompanied  by  a “Catalogue  of  the 
Engraved  Work  of  Asher  B.  Durand,”  with  an  introduction  of  several  pages  by  C.  H. 
Hart.  In  this  it  is  stated  that  “with  the  exception  of  this  plate  the  present  exhibition, 
composed  chiefly  of  the  engraver  s reserved  proofs,  contains,  as  far  as  known,  an  impression 
from  every  plate  he  engraved  ...”  (Italics  ours.)  The  introduction  concludes  with  the 
sentence,  “All  who  wfish  to  follow  Mr.  Durand’s  art  career  will  find  it  delightfully  por- 
trayed, by  his  son,  in  a sumptuous  volume  recently  issued,  entitled  ‘Life  and  Times  of 
Asher  Brown  Durand,’  by  John  Durand,  to  which  this  exhibition  catalogue  is  a fitting 
complement.” 


Diuraedl  Collection  in  tlie  New  York  Pnblic  Library 

In  1899  a practically  complete  collection  of  Durand’s  engraved  work,  in  proof  form, 
was  presented  to  the  New  York  Public  Library.  On  a fly  leaf  of  the  Library’s  desk  copy 
of  the  Grolier  Club  Catalog  there  Is  written  the  following,  in  ink: 

The  collection  now  delivered  to  the  New  York  public  library,  consists  of  237  different  subjects — 
which  with  the  different  “States”  make  gpS  prints  in  all.  The  only  states  lacking  being  these — [Four 
were  listed.] 

Sami.  P.  Avery 
Dec.  7/1899. 
acting  for  the  donor 
Mr.  John  Durand 

I'he  Grolier  catalog  lists  237  different  subjects,  and  it  thus  appears  that  the  material 
in  the  exhibition  was  loaned  by  John  Durand  and  four  years  later  was  presented  by  him  to 
the  N ew  York  Public  Library. 

In  1904  Hart’s  “Catalogue  of  the  Engraved  Portraits  of  Washington”  was  published 
by  the  Grolier  club — a monumental  work.  He  was  invited  in  May,  1898,  to  undertake  its 
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preparation,  the  volume  to  appear  by  1900  as  a memorial  of  the  hundredth  anniversary  of 
\\  ashington’s  death,  but  the  task  proved  too  great  and  its  completion  was  delayed.  In  the 
description  of  item  No.  528  therein,  a portrait  of  Washington  engraved  by  Durand,  the 
author  says:  “Possibly  the  only  impression  preserved  is  that  in  Durand’s  collected  works, 
arranged  by  the  writer,  and  now  in  the  Public  Library,  New  York.”  (Italics  ours.  The 
engraving  itself  is  of  no  importance  in  this  discussion.) 

The  foregoing  sequence  of  facts  and  events  is  presented  in  order  that  the  reader  may 
know  and  understand  the  history  of  this  collection  and  what  it  purports  to  be.  It  is  not 
just  a miscellaneous  or  accidental  collection  of  Durand  material.  It  represents  a com- 
plete, or  almost  complete,  collection  of  the  engraver’s  reserved  proofs,  inherited  by  his 
son,  catalogued  by  Charles  Henry  Hart  for  the  Grolier  Club  exhibition,  and  later  arranged 
by  him  when  presented  as  a gift  to  the  New  York  Public  Library.  Beneath  or  above  every 
print,  as  arranged  and  mounted  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Hart,  there  is  pasted  a number 
and  description  clipped  out  of  a copy  of  the  Grolier  catalog.  The  writer  has  had  the 
privilege  of  examining  this  wonderful  collection,  and  in  it  there  was  a great  philatelic  find. 

Tlie  1847  Stamp  FraeMiii  Portrait 

A reproduction  of  item  No.  183  in  the  Grolier  Club  catalog,  together  with  the  clipped 
description  from  the  catalog,  and  bearing  some  Library  markings,  is  showm  in  the  accom- 
panying illustration.  The  portrait  of  Franklin  is  the  1847  5c  stamp  portrait,  and  the  com- 
posite design  with  the  frame  and  oval  lathe  work  is  precisely  the  same  as  the  left  end  piece 
on  the  $2  note  of  the  Chemical  Bank  illustrated  in  Journal  No.  14  for  April,  1947,  on 
page  67;  precisely  the  same  except  for  the  TWO  superimposed  on  the  ovals  on  the  note. 
The  ovals  were  undoubtedly  the  work  of  Cyrus  Durand,  older  brother  of  Asher  B.,  who 
was  an  inventor  and  an  expert  user  of  the  geometrical  lathe.  The  portrait  and  the  ovals 
were  transferred  from  the  separate  original  dies  to  a piece  of  soft  steel  plate  of  suitable 
size,  which  was  then  hardened  to  become  another  stock  die.  The  specimen  in  the  collection 
is  an  impression  from  this  new  die  and  shows  the  sinkage  of  the  die  into  the  cardboard 
backing.  No  other  use  of  the  combination  die  than  on  the  note  referred  to  has  so  far  been 
found. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  add  that  the  collection  includes  the  full-length  portrait  of 
Lafayette  on  the  right  end  of  the  note,  which  is  item  No.  182  in  the  Grolier  catalog,  as 
well  as  the  central  vignette,  a female  representing  Chemistry  seated  by  an  oven-like  still, 
this  being  No.  200.  It  also  includes  the  full-length  statue  of  Washington  on  the  right 
end  of  the  companion  $3  note  of  the  Chemical  Bank,  No.  181,  and  the  central  vignette  on 
this  note,  a figure  of  Liberty  seated  beside  a shield,  which  is  No.  190  (160  in  the  catalog, 
a typographical  error).  With  one  exception  the  items  from  178  to  210  inclusive,  which 
constitute  the  section  in  the  catalog  on  Bank  Note  Vignettes,  are  all  to  be  found  in  the 
Library  collection. 

Many  of  these  small  vignettes  have  the  engraved  name  or  initials  of  A.  B.  Durand, 
including  two  of  those  on  the  notes  mentioned,  but  our  portrait  of  Franklin  does  not.  This 
is  not  surprising,  for  it  was  not  the  practice  to  sign  the  small  bank  note  portraits  (in  fact, 
relatively  few  engravers  signed  any  of  their  bank  note  work),  only  three  examples  of  such 
signed  portraits  having  ever  been  seen  by  this  writer.  We  cannot  hope,  therefore,  to  find 
in  this  case  such  absolute  verification  of  authorship.  But  even  without  a signature  the 
evidence  now  seems  ample  to  sustain  our  theory  that  the  portrait  was  the  work  of  Asher 
B.  Durand.  We  can  therefore  confidently  include  this  noted  artist  amongst  those  who 
had  a hand  in  the  production  of  our  classic  stamps. 


Tlie  1847  Stamp  Wasliiiigtoii  Portrait 


What  was  the  one  exception,  the  missing  engraving,  mentioned  above? 
No.  184,  immediately  following  the  Franklin  portrait.  ^1  his  is  described  in 
catalog  as  follows: 


It  was  item 
the  CEolier 
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r : -T-,,  ■ 


BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN 


[ Bust  in  frame' H.  I A ; W.  After  por- 

} trait  by  Diiplessls.  Oval  lathe-work  abo\^  am! 

I below. 

Courtesy  of  The  New  York  Public  Library 

Eiif»i‘aver’s  Own  Proof  of  Franklin  Porti'ait  Used  on  U.  S.  1847  5c  Stamp 
(As  mounted  in  the  Durand  Collection  in  the  New  York  Public  Library) 


184 


PORTRAIT 

Bust  in  frame.  H.  i 1/16;  W.  15/16. 

This  is  all;  no  name,  no  details,  merely  a frame  and  the  dimensions,  and  these  exactly  the 
same  as  for  the  Franklin  portrait  in  the  preceding  item.  There  is  no  item  184  mounted 
in  the  Library  collection,  and  furthermore,  in  the  Library’s  old  and  marked  up  desk  copy 
of  the  catalog  previously  referred  to  every  item  except  184  is  checked  off  in  pencil. 

The  mystery  surrounding  this  item  and  its  omission  has  not  been  solved.  With 
regard  to  the  meager  specifications,  no  unidentifiable  portrait  in  a frame  of  the  size  given 


70 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal 


has  been  seen  on  a note  of  any  of  the  Durand  companies.  It  is  plausible  to  believe  that  this 
“Bust  in  frame”  was  the  Washington  portrait  and  frame  as  found  on  the  $5  note  of  the 
Fairfield  County  Bank,  illustrated  in  Journal  No.  14,  April  1947,  on  page  68,  the  por- 
trait used  on  the  1847  loc  stamp,  the  dimensions  tallying  with  the  description;  that  the 
proof  impression  loaned  for  the  Grolier  Club  exhibition  was  lost;  and  that  in  making  up 
the  exhibition  catalog  the  subject  of  the  portrait  intended  to  be  showm  was  forgotten,  or 
that  some  similar  slip  of  this  nature  occurred.  On  the  other  hand,  in  entertaining  this 
idea  we  may  be  off  the  track  entirely,  for  it  is  possible  that  the  Washington  portrait  was 
not  one  of  Durand’s  engravings,  notwithstanding  our  good  circumstantial  evidence.  It 
behooves  us,  therefore,  to  continue  the  investigation  further. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  great  New  York  Public  Library 
for  its  exceptionally  fine  collection  of  rare  bank  note  engravings,  most  of  them  in  proof; 
to  the  courtesies  of  the  Prints  Division  staff  in  making  these  treasures  so  readily  avail- 
able to  the  investigator  and  student;  and  particularly  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Roth  of  that 
staff  for  much  cheerful  assistance  in  the  search  here  recorded. 


From  the  London  Philatelist,  March  1947. 

To  the  Editor, 

The  London  Philatelist. 

Dear  Sir: 


Some  time  ago  I acquired  a small  collection  of  Jamaica  proofs,  but  my  efforts  to  authen- 
ticate some  of  them  by  reference  to  either  the  Jamaica  Handbook  or  the  Regent  Catalogue 
failed  to  discover  any  citation. 

On  Mr.  H.  C.  V.  Adams’  suggestion  I sent  them  for  inspection  to  Mr.  Gilbert  W. 
Collett,  one  of  the  co-authors  of  the  Jamaica  Handbook,  and  as  a result  he  agrees  with  my 
submission,  and  that  they  are  quite  new  to  him  and  are  Die  Proofs  in  colour. 

They  were  as  follows: 

1.  Die  Proofs  of  the  Fiscal  Stamps  available  for  postage,  on  glazed  card  approximately 
ij4  X iy2"  in  the  approximate  colours  of  the  issued  stamps  of  the  ij^d.,  one,  five  and  ten 
shillings. 

2.  Die  Proofs  of  the  first  J^d.,  id.,  2d.,  3d.,  qd.,  6d.,  and  is.  Postage  Stamps  and  the 
id.,  ip2d.,  3d.,  IS.,  and  5s.  Fiscal  Stamps  on  glazed  card  in  the  approximate  colours  of 
their  first  issues,  all  overprinted  “SPECIMEN”  in  small  block  type  measuring  I5p2mm. 

As  the  latter  include  the  p2d.  but  not  the  2s.  and  5s.  postage  values  this  might  point 
to  their  emission  between  1872  and  1875.  The  omission  of  a los  Fiscal  proof  is  a query, 
however. 

Generally  speaking,  De  La  Rue  Die  Proofs  in  colour  would  appear  to  be  very  rare,  and 
while  I hope  the  above  information  may  be  of  interest  to  Jamaica  specialists  in  particular, 
I trust  you  will  allow  publication  of  any  relevant  comment  which  ensues. 

Yours  faithfully. 


John  Agerup. 


Kingswood,  Surrey. 


Note  By  The  Editor  {London  Philatelist)  : These  impressions  in  colour  from  the 
original  dies  were  printed  not  later  than  1873  and  were,  we  believe,  made  for  the  Annual 
South  Kensington  Exhibition  of  that  year.  Similar  die  proofs  of  practically  all  the  British 
Empire  stamps  that  were  then  current  were  struck  off,  and  they  occur  both  with  and 
without  the  “SPECIMEN”  overprint.  There  is  a set  of  these  proofs  without  the  over- 
print in  the  collection  presented  by  the  Crown  Agents  to  the  British  Museum  in  1900.  which 
was  described  by  the  late  Sir  hldward  Bacon  in  The  London  Philatelist,  \"olume  XXXI, 
pp.  3,  28. 
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Rotogravure  Printing  of  Stamps 

By  Stephen  G.  Rich,  Ph.D. 

At  the  time  of  the  Essay  Proof  Society’s  convention  in  Pittsburgh,  we  were  pre- 
sented with  a copy  of  a hook  on  this  process,  by  Ted  Daddison,  Manager  of  the  Security 
Bank  Note  Co.’s  factory  in  that  city.  This  book,  “The  Photogravure  Process  as  Applied 
to  Postage  Stamp  Printing,’’  by  B.  Guy  Harrison,  an  executive  of  Harrison  & Sons,  Ltd., 
is  a development  of  a paper  on  the  subject  which  had  been  read  at  a Philatelic  Congress  at 
Brighton,  England.  This  article  is  both  a review  of  the  hook  and  a compact  discussion  of 
the  process. 

We  in  the  Essay  Proof  Society  have  been  so  much  interested  in  line-engraving  and 
recess-printing,  both  as  an  art  and  as  the  method  of  stamp  production  most  familiar  to  us, 
that  we  have  tended  to  neglect  other  stamp-making  processes.  The  newest  of  these,  and 
the  only  one  of  which  no  product  has  ever  been  counterfeited,  is  the  subject  of  this  article. 

Processes  Used  for  Stamps 

Prior  to  1914,  stamps  had  been  made  by  three  processes: 

1.  Ordinary  letterpress  printing,  usually  called  “typography”  among  stamp  people 

and  “surface  printing”  by  the  British.  This  includes  printing  from  typeset  forms  as 

well  as  from  cliches  and  plates,  whether  electro  or  stereo  in  nature. 

2.  Lithography,  also  called  “planographic  printing,”  and  including  photolithog- 
raphy, offset  lithography,  and  the  combination  of  these  two. 

3.  Recess-printing  from  line-engraved  plates. 

(For  the  purposes  of  this  treatment  mention  is  omitted  of  the  few  stamps  made  by 
direct  photography,  typewriting,  or  other  unusual  procedures  because  of  some  local 
condition); 

Bavaria’s  1914  issue  was  the  first  example  of  a new  process,  which  has  found  extensive 
use  from  about  1923  onwards.  The  British  countries,  Egypt,  France,  Czechoslovakia, 
Switzerland,  Liechtenstein,  and  others  have  issued  many  stamps  by  the  new  process.  The 
stamp  catalogues  describe  this  process  by  the  term  “Photogravure,”  but  that  term  is  not 
sufficiently  accurate.  Several  different  processes  are  included  under  this  term;  the  stamp- 
printing process  meant  is  best  kept  distinct  by  the  use  of  the  accepted  term  for  it: 
rotogravure. 

Motogravuire  Process 

Rotogravure  work  is  photographic  line  or  stipple  engraving,  producing  a recess- 
printing plate,  combined  with  printing  from  such  plates  in  cylinder  form  on  a rotary  press. 
This  process  is  unusual  in  that  effects  of  light  and  shade  are  produced  by  variation  in  the 
depth  of  the  lines  or  dots  and  thus  the  amount  of  ink  which  each  dot  or  line  carries  and 
deposits  on  the  paper.  Unlike  ordinary  line-engraving  and  typography,  it  does  not  depend 
primarily  on  intermingling  of  lines  and  light  or  uninked  areas  in  varying  proportions  to 
obtain  light  and  shade  contrast.  However,  examination  of  rotogravure-produced  stamps 
shows  that  in  some  cases  the  dots  or  lines  vary  in  size  as  well  as  depth. 

As  Mr.  Harrison  points  out,  rotogravure  work  is  particularly  suited  for  use  when  the 
stamp  design  has  a number  of  varied  and  graduated  half  tones  or  degrees  of  depth  of  color. 
In  contrast  to  line-engraved  stamps,  rotogravure  produces  an  effect  almost  of  sculptured 
work,  and  in  some  cases  a three-dimensional  illusion.  Large  masses  of  solid  color  are 
readily  produced  when  the  design  calls  for  them. 

In  making  a rotogravure  plate,  the  first  stage  is  production  of  the  photographic  nega- 
tive. This  master  negative,  when  possible,  is  photographed  down  to  the  desired  size  of 
stamp,  from  a much  larger  original — a drawing,  a wash  painting,  or  a photograph  com- 
posite (“photo-montage”).  Such  reduction  in  size  minimizes  accidental  defects.  This 
negative  then  has  to  be  most  carefully  retouched  and  high  lights  “spotted.” 


72 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal 


Making  tlie  Plate 

The  printing  plate  itself  is  a negative,  as  with  all  printing  plates  in  any  process. 
Accordingly,  the  next  step  is  to  make  a positive  from  the  finished  and  corrected,  retouched 
single  negative.  For  a sheet  of  stamps  this  positive  will  consist  of  as  many  subjects  as  are 
to  appear  on  the  sheet,  arranged  in  the  exact  spacing  desired.  These  must  be  identical  in 
photographic  “depth”.  To  attain  these  ends,  the  positive  is  made  by  means  of  the  “step 
and  repeat”  printing  camera.  This  device  is  familiar  to  us  from  its  use  in  making  the 
negatives  for  the  U.  S.  1918-20  photo-lithographed  “Offset  Printing”  stamps. 

The  photographic  images  of  the  “negatives,”  like  the  original  designs,  consist  of  solid 
masses  of  color,  graduated  in  density,  up  to  this  point.  To  translate  these  into  print, 
“screening”  is  now  necessary.  This  screening  breaks  up  the  varying  patches  of  solid  color 
into  small  separate  cells  or  a network  of  crossed  lines.  It  is  produced  from  a sheet  of  plate 
glass  onto  which  have  been  accurately  ruled  two  sets  of  fine  parallel  lines  at  right  angles 
to  each  other.  The  screen  has  from  150  to  200  lines  per  inch  in  each  direction:  the  finer 
screens  are  more  usual  in  stamp  manufacture.  The  screen  as  originally  made  has  its  rul- 
ings opaque;  by  direct  contact  photographic  printing  a screen  with  the  lines  transparent 
is  produced.  Either  form  of  screen  may  be  used,  according  to  the  particular  design  of  the 
stamp:  certain  designs  work  better  in  squares,  and  others  in  networks. 

In  making  the  positive,  screening  has  not  been  used.  It  is  introduced  in  the  next 
step,  the  transfer  of  the  design  to  the  plate  by  means  of  “carbon  tissue.”  This  is  paper 
coated  with  gelatine  pigmented  and  sensitized  to  light  by  means  of  potassium  dichromate. 
Using  vacuum  printing  frames  to  secure  uniform  and  perfect  contact,  the  screen  is  photo- 
graphically printed  on  the  carbon  tissue,  and  then  the  positive  is  printed  on  it.  This  double 
printing  is  necessary  for  translation  of  the  photographic  image  into  a printing  plate. 

The  carbon  tissue  is  now  brought  into  uniform  contact  with  the  copper  plate,  whether 
a flat  sheet  or  a solid  cylinder.  Once  this  adherent  contact  has  been  made,  it  is  possible  to 
develop  the  photographic  image.  This  is  done  by  the  use  of  hot  water.  The  hot  water 
removes  the  paper  and  the  parts  of  the  dichromated  gelatine  which  have  not  been  rendered 
insoluble  by  light.  We  thus  get  the  plate  or  cylinder  with  the  design  on  it.  Those  parts 
which  are  to  print  are  not  protected  by  gelatine,  and  those  which  are  to  print  lightly  are 
protected  by  thinner  layers  of  gelatine  than  are  the  parts  which  will  appear  colorless. 

The  actual  printing  recesses,  which  hold  the  ink,  are  now  produced  by  etching.  A solu- 
tion of  ferric  chloride  is  used;  and  there  are  many  technical  details  in  its  correct  use. 
Etching  is  carried  on  by  successive  baths  of  varying  solution  strength,  until  all  the  lines 
and  solids  of  the  design  are  incised  chemically  into  the  cylinder  to  the  various  depths  re- 
quired— but  none  of  the  colorless  portions  are  etched  at  all.  The  pigment  in  the  gelatine 
serves  to  make  the  progress  of  the  etching  more  readily  visible. 

Copper  is  a soft  metal,  however,  and  subject  to  erosion  by  the  pigment  grains  in  the 
ink.  For  this  reason,  it  is  usual,  for  large  runs  beyond  75,000  impressions,  to  chrome-plate 
the  cylinder  or  plate.  This  chroming  not  only  lengthens  the  life  of  the  plate;  but  when  it 
wears  thin,  can  be  removed  electrolytically  without  harm  to  the  plate  and  replaced.  As 
chromium  is  a “weak  throwing  power”  metal  wTen  used  in  electro-plating,  only  the  plate 
surface  and  not  the  sides  of  the  ink-cells  get  plated.  Thus  there  is  no  alteration  of  the 
size  of  the  ink-holding  cells,  nor  of  their  depth,  in  this  procedure. 

If  the  process  has  been  carried  on  with  a flat  plate,  this  is  now  bent  around  tlie  neces- 
sary cylinder  or  mandrel  to  carry  it,  and  fastened  into  place.  If  a cylinder  is  used,  it  is 
ready  for  printing  without  further  work  than  cleaning. 

Motojraviire  Printing 

Printing  is  done  by  a rotary  press,  in  whicli  the  paper  passes  between  tlie  copper  print- 
ing surface  and  a rubber-covered  impression  cylinder.  1 lie  unusual  part  of  the  process 
consists  in  the  inking  of  the  printing  surface. 
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Hotojii  iiviire  Screening  of  the  Usual  Type 


“(\)i‘ii-«i‘ain”  or  Reversed  Sei'eeiiiiif’'  Rotoj>ravui'e 

The  ink  used  is  very  thin,  with  a viscosity  less  than  A.  S.  E.  lo  motor  oil,  and  con- 
tains ingredients  which  are  very  volatile,  for  quick  drying.  This  ink  also  contains  ingredi- 
ents which  give  it  a very  high  surface  tension. 

This  thin,  high-tension,  volatile  vehicle  ink  is  spread  over  the  entire  plate  as  it  rotates, 
by  appropriate  trains  of  rollers  from  the  ink-fountain  of  the  press.  As  the  plate  rotates, 
between  this  point  in  its  travel  and  the  point  at  which  printing  is  done,  it  passes  under  a 
very  carefully  set  “doctor  blade”  which  does  not  touch  the  plate  at  all.  It  is,  however, 
set  so. close  that  it  breaks  the  him  of  ink.  The  high  surface-tension  of  the  ink  causes  it 
to  retreat  into  the  liollows  of  the  plate,  filling  them  up  to  plate  surface  level  whether  they 
are  deep  or  sliallow.  The  surplus  of  tlie  ink  travels  onto  the  metal  “doctor  blade”  and  is 
returnetl  to  the  ink-receptacle. 

Motograviuire  Witlioiat  Scrceeeiiig 

Rotogravure  without  screening  may  also  be  used,  if  the  design  consists  of  lines  only, 
without  solids.  Certain  designs,  made  for  use  as  line-engraved  stamps,  have  been  brought 
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into  rotogravure  printing  without  screening,  in  this  way.  The  rotogravure  printed  stamps 
of  Union  of  South  Africa  show  examples  of  this  process,  as  on  the  2d,  3d  and  is  pictorials. 
The  process  without  screening  allows  of  comparatively  thick  lines  being  etched.  The  fine 
detail  and  shade  gradation  characteristic  of  screened  roto  are,  however  absent:  the  effect  is 
curiously  like  lithographed  work.  However,  the  typical  “strlng-of-beads”  lines  of  litho- 
graphic printing  are  absent,  and  the  typical  “rough-edge”  lines  of  etching  in  the  ordinary 
sense  are  readily  visible. 

Screemmgs  Used 

The  reversed  screening,  producing  a network  of  lines,  and  known  technically  as  “corn- 
grain”  screening,  is  found  on  such  stamps  as  the  Union  of  South  Africa  1941-42  and  1943- 
44  issues,  as  well  as  on  the  Virgin  Islands  1938  issue  and  the  Seychelles  1938-41  stamps. 
The  British  coronation  issue  and  the  current  regular  issue,  together  with  the  1943  Free 
French  issues  for  the  colonies  are  conspicuous  cases  of  the  usual  type  of  screening.  Domini- 
ca’s farthing  stamp  of  1941  is  an  excellent  example  of  coarse  screening,  of  the  regular  type. 

Normally,  rotogravure  produced  stamps  can  be  identified  instantly  by  the  regular 
saw-tooth  edge  of  any  letter,  or  patch,  or  line  of  deep  color.  This  effect  is  caused  by  the 
placement  of  the  screen  so  that  it  is  usually  set  with  its  lines  45  degrees  away  from  the 
edges  of  the  stamp.  In  some  few  cases,  the  screening  appears  as  almost  an  irregular 
pebbled  background;  but  this,  we  know,  is  merely  the  printing  from  a worn  plate  just 
before  it  ceases  to  be  useful  or  is  replated  with  chromium. 


(Continued  from  page  66) 

pledges,  attempting  to  do  more  than  their  fair  share.  These  few,  as  he  expressed  it,  were 
pushing  the  wagon  over  the  hill  while  the  rest  of  the  congregation  sat  in  the  wagon.  These 
complacent  sitters  didn’t  see  that  if  they  got  out  and  pushed  they  would  reach  their  destina- 
tion sooner. 

Dad  left  me  with  a few  stamps  which  I treasure.  He  also  left  me  with  a firm  con- 
viction that  the  greater  the  hill  to  climb,  the  more  some  folks  want  to  ride.  Few  see  how 
much  faster  they  all  would  move,  if  they  would  get  out  and  help  push  over  the  rise. 

The  time  for  the  coming  year’s  dues  is  at  hand.  If  every  member  will  vote  “yes,” 
on  the  reply  postal  card  being  sent  you,  to  increase  our  dues  to  five  dollars,  it  will  be 
possible  to  continue  the  great  philatelic  work  in  which  we  are  engaged,  with  a lighter  load 
for  us  all.  Your  president  and  officers  have  carried  on  now  for  over  four  years  without 
counting  the  time  or  stinting  the  expense  to  themselves  to  bring  you  a Journal  that  has 
won  philatelic  commendation  everywhere.  I feel  sure  you  all  want  to  see  it  carried  on. 

Thanks  for  listening, 

Chester  A.  Smeltzer 


Reviews  of  Publicatioiis 

Philatelic  Gossip  for  March  13,  20  and  27,  1948,  has  published  a series  of  illustra- 
tions of  U.  S.  Essays  and  Proofs  of  the  designs  accepted,  with  pertinent  comment  and 
interesting  facts  by  Editor  Harry  Weiss  in  The  Inside  Straight  columns.  Kind  words  for 
the  Essay  Proof  Society  and  support  of  the  Gwynn  Bill  to  Sell  Proofs  at  the  Philatelic 
Agency  are  skillfully  interwoven.  We  are  very  fortunate  and  grateful  in  having  such  a 
kind  and  able  publicity  friend,  one  whose  spotlight  has  attracted  many  new  followers  to  our 
hobby.  Harry  Weiss  is  a gifted  writer  whose  chatty  comments  have  been  read  weekly  by 
Gossip’s  I S-Ooo  subscribers  for  several  years.  We  marvel  at  the  versatile  scope  of  his 
knowledge,  which  is  always  interesting  and  informative.  All  his  readers  are  kept  well 
informed  in  palatable  fashion. 
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Mississippi  Territory  Stamp  Design 


By  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  D.Sc. 


Bottom  Design  Published  by  1*.  O.  D. — At  Top  is  a Rearranged  Model. 


On  February  14,  1948,  a Post  Office  Department  release  announcing  the  new  Mississ- 
ippi Territory  stamp  to  be  issued  April  7,  1948,  was  illustrated  with  the  design  at  the 
bottom  of  the  above  illustration.  The  ugliness  of  the  composition,  hiding  the  map  of 
Mississippi  partly  under  the  seal  of  the  state  and  thus  wasting  space  at  the  left,  with 
additional  space  filled  with  left  edge  lettering,  the  ragged  design  at  the  bottom  with  the 
meaningless  tail  of  Alabama,  plus  the  dark  ragged  left  edge  of  the  portrait  of  Gov.  Sar- 
gent, immediately  suggested  a rearrangement  of  all  these  identical  parts  so  as  to  improve 
the  design.  Additional  newspaper  illustrations  were  cut  up  and  pasted  on  as  shown  in  the 
Revised  Model  at  the  top  of  the  illustration.  The  almost  vertical  right  side  of  the  map 
suggested  that  it  would  best  fit  the  right  edge  of  the  design,  while  the  western  river  boun- 
dary fitted  well  against  the  circular  seal;  the  Gulf  (1812)  portion  of  the  map  fitted  nicely 
into  the  right  corner,  thus  showing  the  full  map  unashamed.  The  3c  balanced  easily  into 
the  left  corner.  The  bottom  edge  now  gave  space  for  U.  S.  POSTAGE  as  a horizontal 
base  for  the  design.  Gov.  Winthrop’s  portrait  as  furnished  fitted  into  the  left  side,  though 
it  would  be  better  facing  the  seal.  The  state  map  could  also  be  improved  by  showing  the 
internal  rivers  in  white.  No  attempt  was  made  to  make  a new  design  with  any  different 
elements. 

This  rearranged  model  was  photostated  and  on  Feb.  16  sent  with  the  following  letter 
to  Hon.  Joseph  J.  Lawler.  Similar  letters  were  also  sent  to  the  Postmaster  General  Jesse 
M.  Donaldson  and  Alvin  W.  Hall,  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  & Printing.  A 
copy  was  also  sent  to  Senator  Eastland  of  Mississippi,  who  we  heard  was  interested  in  the 
issuing  of  this  stamp.  The  letter  and  three  replies  follow  in  order  of  receipt. 


Hon.  Joseph  J.  Lawler, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Mr.  Lawler: 


Feb.  16,  1948. 


The  proposed  design  for  the  April  7 Mississippi  Territory  stamp  as  published  in  the  newspapers  of 
Feb.  14  is  so  horribly  ugly  in  composition  that  I take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a rearranged  model  of  the 
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identical  elements  of  design  as  clipped  and  reassembled  from  the  published  design.  The  revised  model  could 
be  improved  by  reversing  Gov.  Sargent’s  portrait  to  face  the  seal  and  by  using  a more  square  3c.  In  this 
revised  design  the  whole  map  of  the  state  is  unbroken  and  there  is  no  reason  for  including  the  tail  of  Alabama. 
Perhaps  more  interest  and  balance  to  the  design  could  be  obtained  by  showing  the  rivers  of  ^Mississippi  in 
white. 

If  this  revised  design  is  favorably  considered,  much  of  the  engraving  that  may  have  been  done  can  be 
saved  by  transferring  to  a new  die,  and  still  have  time  to  issue  this  stamp  on  April  7. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Clarence  W . Brazer 


Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing 
Office  of  the  Director. 

Washington  25,  D.  C. 
February  17,  1948. 

IMr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer 
415  Lexington  Avenue 
New  York  17,  New  York. 

Dear  Mr.  Brazer : 

I have  received  your  letter  of  February  16,  with  w’hich  you  enclosed  a rearranged  model  for  the 
Mississippi  Territory  stamp  which  will  go  on  sale  on  April  7. 

The  design  for  the  Alississippi  stamp  was  furnished  to  this  bureau  by  the  Post  Office  Department.  I 
have,  therefore,  sent  your  letter  with  its  enclosure  to  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 

With  warm  regards,  I remain, 

"N’ery  sincerely  yours, 

A.  rr.  Hall 
Director 


Post  Office  Department 
Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General 
Washington  23,  D.  C. 

February  20,  1948. 

Mr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer, 

415  Lexington  Ave., 

New  York"  17,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Mr.  Brazer: 

This  office  wishes  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  February  16,  suggesting  a revision  of  the  proposed 
design  for  the  Mississippi  Territory  stamp,  and  also  the  receipt  of  a similar  communication  by  reference 
from  the  Director,  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing. 

We  appreciate  your  attempt  to  assist  in  this  matter.  However,  the  design  approved  is  that  desired 
by  the  Mississippi  Territorial  Centennial  Commission. 


^'ery  truly  yours. 


Joseph  J.  Lawler 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 


Post  Office  Department 
Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 

March  10,  1948. 

IMr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer, 

415  Lexington  Ave., 

New  York  17,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Mr.  Brazer: 

I am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  it  was  not  possible  to  take  any  action  on  your  suggestion  for  the  revision 
of  the  design  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  commemorative  stamp,  as  the  work  of  engraving  the  die  had 
already  been  undertaken. 

Your  efforts,  however,  to  be  of  assistance  are  sincerely  appreciated. 

^'ery  truly  yours. 


Joseph  J.  Lati'ler 

Third  .Assistant  Postmaster  General. 
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Responsibility  for  the  accepted  design  apparently  rests  upon  the  Mississippi  Territorial 
Centennial  Commission,  to  whom  “the  buck  was  passed”  by  the  P.  O.  D. ; but  there  was 
then  left  seven  weeks  to  rearrange  the  design  by  transferring  the  elements  previously  en- 
graved, as  was  pointed  out  in  our  letter  of  Feb.  i6,  and  many  new  stamps  have  recently 
been  entirely  engraved  in  less  time. 

We  understand  that  the  Bureau  had  submitted  designs  by  their  expert  stamp  designer 
that  were  rejected.  F.  Ellis  published  in  Stamps,  March  13,  two  amateurish  designs  for 
this  stamp  as  submitted  to  the  P.  O.  D.  by  the  Department  of  Archives  and  History  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  one  of  which  was  accepted,  thus  showing  that  it  is  not  a Bureau 
product. 

If  there  are  no  artists  in  authority  at  the  P.  O.  D.  who  can  say  no  to  the  approval  of 
an  ugly  design,  then  the  President  or  Congress  should  provide  that  in  future  all  designs  for 
stamps  (also  paper  money  and  coins)  be  approved  by  the  National  Fine  Arts  Commission,  as 
well  as  all  Federal  buildings,  and  other  works  of  art. 

The  correspondence  between  the  P.  O.  D.  and  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  about 
the  designs  for  the  1870  issue  of  stamps  as  published  in  Journal  No.  6,  p.  67,  shows  how 
very  particular  and  able  was  General  Terrell,  then  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General, 
even  in  his  detail  criticism  of  the  facial  expressions  of  the  progress  essays.  We  will  close 
with  a quotation  from  his  letter  to  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  of  Dec.  28,  1870,  which 
might  well  be  memorized  and  observed  by  all  those  empowered  to  approve  stamp  designs. 

“It  may  not  have  occurred  to  you  but  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  by  many  persons  of 
education  and  taste  the  good  fame  of  great  nations,  as  relates  to  the  arts,  rests  upon  such 
small  things  as  postage  stamps!” 


Dr,  Heimae  Receives  Excellent  Write-up 

Medical  Economics  devoted  three  pictorial  pages  (pages  62-64)  of  its  December  issue 
to  telling  about  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Hennan,  Chicago  physician,  and  his  medal-winning  col- 
lections, his  visit  to  see  the  late  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  and  the  real  dividends  he 
has  gained  in  collecting  stamps  for  forty-five  years. 

He  began  collecting  stamps  at  eight,  and  the  article  relates  that  he  now  houses  his 
holdings  in  130  volumes,  some  of  which  are  on  display  in  a stamp  show  every  month  of 
the  year. 

The  stamp  hobby  is  liberally  sprinkled  with  medical  men  who  collect  stamps  as  an 
ideal  interlude  between  the  many  hours  they  must  devote  to  their  exacting  work.  This 
article  says  there  are  perhaps  15,000  medical  practitioners  who  have  stamps  as  a hobby. 
— IV estern  Stamp  Collector,  January  lO,  1948. 


Am  Early  Drawimg  by  Nathamiel  Jocelym  (1796^1881) 

The  above  is  the  title  of  a short  article  by  Foster  W.  Rice,  E.  P.  S.  555,  which  ap- 
peared in  the  American  Collector  for  September,  1947.  It  illustrates  a pen-and-ink  sketch 
of  an  eagle  with  outstretched  wings  made  by  Nathaniel  Jocelyn  about  1817  when  he  was 
about  21  years  of  age.  Accompanying  this  is  an  illustration  of  a proof  of  a $i  note  of  the 
Eagle  Bank  of  New  Haven,  produced  by  the  Hartford  Graphic  Co.,  1817-1818,  while 
Jocelyn  was  connected  with  this  firm.  The  note  contains  an  eagle  similar  to  the  sketch  and 
was  presumably  engraved  by  Jocelyn. 

These  most  interesting  items  are  part  of  a vast  collection  of  Jocelyn  memorabilia  in 
the  possession  of  the  author,  who  is  a descendant  of  Nathaniel  Jocelyn  and  who  is  now 
engaged  in  writing  a biography  of  his  distinguished  ancestor,  who  turned  from  engraving 
to  become  a prominent  and  popular  portrait  painter  of  his  day.  Mr.  Rice  has  promised  an 
article  for  the  Journal  on  the  engraving  activities  of  the  Jocelyns,  including  Nathaniel, 
his  brother,  Simeon  Smith  Jocelyn,  and  descendants  of  the  latter. 
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The  Caeada  Map  Stamp  of  1898 

The  London  Philatelist  for  December,  1947  prints  an  interesting  story  by  A,  S.  Deaville 
of  the  Canadian  “Map”  Stamp  of  1898.  He  refers  to  the  L.  P.  of  March  1946  for  another 
article  by  Col.  C.  C.  Adams.  The  author  authoritatively  states  that  “the  colour  printing 
was  done  from  electrotype  plates.”  The  black  was  printed  from  steel  engraved  plates,  the 
die  for  which  was  engraved  by  Charles  Skinner  of  the  American  B.  N.  C. 


80E-A. 


85E-B.  85E-C. 


80E-D. 


The  illustrations,  herewith  reduced,  are  from  four  essay  drawings,  the  first  three  at 
6x7  inches  and  the  accepted  essay  with  the  design  about  5 x 3;)^  inches.  The  latter  drawing 
was  made  by  Warren  L.  Green,  President  of  the  A.  B.  N.  Co.  in  the  presence  of  Sir 
William  Murlock,  P.  M.  G.  whose  idea  he  depicted  in  October  1898. 
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Bank  Note  Etching  on  Steel 

In  Tlie  Makimg  of  a Stamp 

By  Harry  L.  Chorlton(i) 

A’ignette  Engraver  at  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing,  1894-1919 

A drawing  of  a stamp  design  which  measures  about  8 x 12  inches  may  be  drawn  or 
painted  in  many  ways.  The  drawing  is  reduced  by  photography  to  the  size  of  the  stamp. 

The  steel  die  has  been  polished  like  a mirror,  is  clamped  by  a hand  vise  and  put  over  an 
alcohol  lamp  and  heated  just  to  the  tinge  with  a wet  finger.  “Sands  Ground”  wax  in 
small  ball  form,  which  comes  from  England,  is  placed  into  two  pieces  of  clean  white  silk 
which  strains  the  ground  onto  the  hot  die.  This  ground  is  then  rolled  with  a rubber  roller 
to  evenly  cover  the  steel  die,  then  smoked  by  a candle,  or  by  a gas  jet,  to  produce  a black 
surface.  The  die  is  then  cooled,  free  from  dust.  If  you  have  done  much  of  this  your  die 
is  properly  prepared,  and  from  now  on  you  take  your  life  in  your  hands. 

The  small  photographic  reduction  of  the  design  is  tacked  down  with  thumb  tacks  with 
a sheet  of  stiff  yellowish  gelatin  over  it,  which  is  used  to  be  traced  upon.  The  tracing  is 
made  with  a sharp  point.  Areas  of  “color”  to  be  engraved  are  usually  outlined  on  the 
gelatin,  so  this  drawing  is  hardly  recognizable  as  a drawing  of  the  design.  Powdered  Ver- 
million Is  then  rubbed  on  the  tooth  of  the  tracing  and  the  burr  is  scraped  off,  leaving 
enough  vermillion  in  the  lines  scratched  in  the  gelatin.  The  gelatin  is  then  turned  over  and 


Pi'oof  of  the  Finished  Engraving  by  Hari»j^  E.  Chorlton 


put  down  on  the  ground  surface  of  the  die  and  lightly  burnished  to  make  a vermillion  im- 
pression on  the  ground.  This  in  itself  is  a very  ticklish  job.  You  have  now  a tracing  of 
the  size  of  the  stamp,  but  it  is  not  so  much  to  go  by.  If  you  have  a good  wax  ground 
(which  has  to  he  acid  proof)  it  is  now  up  to  the  engraver  what  he  can  make  of  it.  The 
etching  for  a bank  note  is  done  in  the  same  way  and  the  metal  used  is  always  steel.  My 
etching  point  is  made  from  a “rat  tail”  file.  You  have  to  try  about  twenty-five  of  them  to  get 
the  right  steel  temper.  The  etching  points  you  buy  are  not  much  good,  though  some  may  he. 


(l)This  is  the  first  description  of  this  process  that  has  been  published. 
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I'he  point  is  polished,  not  as  sharp  as  a needle  but  blunter,  only  being  sharp  at  the  extreme 
point.  The  point  is  held  at  an  angle  of  about  40  degrees,  with  a smooth  drag  and  sureness 
against  the  edge  of  the  ruler,  which  has  to  be  polished  always. 

When  the  waxed  die  is  cool  you  put  it  in  a frame.  My  frame  was  a square  piece  of 
plate  glass  with  a round  buildup  topped  by  a wool  blanket  yS  inch  wide  pasted  on  top  so  as 
to  be  1/16  of  an  inch  above  the  surface  of  the  die.  The  buildup  is  for  the  parallel  rule  to 
rest  upon.  IVIost  etching  drawing  is  done  against  the  edge  of  the  rule.  The  drawing  of 
the  point  through  the  wax  produces  a bright  line.  This  is  not  what  they  call  free  hand 
etching,  hut  is  mechanical  and  no  mistakes  can  be  made.  When  the  picture  has  been 
finished,  the  plate  with  the  etching  drawing  is  prepared  for  the  acid;  nitric  and  acetic, 
Spencer  and  other  acid  formulas  all  biting  the  steel  differently.  Which  is  used  depends 
on  the  picture  you  have  to  do.  The  stages  that  the  work  goes  through  can  hardly  be 
explained;  it  can  only  be  said  that  you  work  as  an  artist  from  one  stage  to  the  next. 

After  the  etching  drawing  has  been  made  on  the  wax  ground,  it  is  ready  for  the  biting. 
A wall,  or  vat,  is  made  just  to  hold  the  acid,  about  ^2  inch  deep,  consisting  of  wax  made 
of  Burgundy  pitch  and  rosin,  first  biting  about  ten  seconds;  the  light  parts  of  the  picture 
are  then  painted  out  with  sealing  wax  (imported)  dissolved  in  alcohol,  which  keeps  the 
light  lines  from  biting  any  more  into  the  steel.  When  dry  you  pour  on  acid  again,  and 
repeat  until  the  dark  parts  have  been  bitten  deeper  into  the  steel.  The  acid  is  poured  off 
and  the  wax  ground  made  dry  by  bellows.  Alcohol  takes  off  the  wax  ground,  and  if  you 
get  an  ink  impression  of  it  you  now  have  what  is  called  a “first  etching  proof.”  Foliage, 
furs,  etc.  are  usually  etched  and  not  line  engraved  with  the  graver  or  burin.  Re-biting 
the  darker  parts  comes  along  in  turn,  and  graver  work  follows.  Thus  ends  the  etching 
part  of  the  engraving. 


Emgrsivers’  Fornmialas 

From  a notebook  of  G.  F.  C.  Smillie,  portrait  engraver  (1854-1924),  loaned  to  the 
Editor  by  courtesy  of  his  grandson,  F.  B.  Smillie,  we  append  to  Mr.  Chorlton’s  paper  the 
following  formulas  for  wax,  etching  acids  and  inks  for  steel  (unless  other  metals  are 
named)  as  used  by  several  different  engravers. 

Wax  GroTLUidls 

F.  F.  GirscFs  Etching  Ground.  (Vignette  engraving) 

10  oz.  asphaltum,  5 oz.  white  wax,  8 oz.  Burgundy  wax,  i oz.  mastic. 

James  Bannisters  Etching  Ground.  (Vignette  engraving) 

(This  is  a hard  ground;  for  softening  add  oz.  more  of  white  wax.)  3 oz.  asphaltum, 
oz.  white  wax,  3 oz.  Burgundy  pitch. 


IF  all  IFax. 


Otlier  Waxes 


Burgundy  pitch  and  yellow  beeswax  in  equal  proportions  for  fairly  soft  wall  wax.  For 
a harder  wax  add  to  proportion  of  beeswax.  Melt  pitch  first,  small  pieces  at  a time.  When 
thoroughly  melted,  add  the  wax  gradually,  mixing  well.  When  finished,  strain  a little  at  a 
time  through  three  or  four  thicknesses  of  cheesecloth,  into  a part  of  cold  water.  \\  ork 
thoroughly  with  the  hands  when  sufficiently  cooled. 

G.  F.  C.  Smillie’ s Transfer  IF  ax. 


(Yielding  a piece  about  the  size  of  a hen’s  egg.) 


The  Essay  l^roof  Journal 


8i 


Melt  ^2  oz.  Burgundy  pitch,  add  oz.  yellow  beeswax,  then  scruples  of  tallow.  Boil 
thoroughly  together,  mixing  constantly.  Cool  by  emptying  into  a vessel  of  cold  water. 
^Vh  en  cooled,  take  from  the  water  and  knead  into  it  charcoal  or  lampblack  (preferred), 
dragon’s  blood  and  oil,  until  the  wax  leaves  a transfer  coating  on  the  die  but  does  not 
adhere  in  lumps. 


Etclimg  Acids 

spencer  Acid. 

(This  mixture  gives  a smoother  line  than  with  equal  parts.)  3 parts  silver  nitrate,  i part 
mercury. 


James  Smillie’s  Etching  Acid.  (Landscape  Engraving) 

I oz.  nitric  acid,  3 oz,  acetic  acid. 

He  used  for  biting  the  skies  of  his  masterpiece  “The  Rocky  Mountains”  after  Albert  Bier- 
stadt’s  painting,  October  3,  1874: — i oz.  nitric  acid,  50  oz.  water. 

Time  of  biting  with  above  acid: 

First — 1^2  minutes 
Second — 2^  minutes 
Third — minutes 
Fourth — 2 minutes 
Fifth — 2 minutes 
Sixth — I 1/3  minutes 
Seventh — 2^1  minutes 
Total  12Y2  minutes 


A7igelo  Delnoce's  Spencer  Acid. 

(A  fine  acid) 

No.  I,  Dissolve  Y lb.  mercury  in  5 oz.  nitric  acid  and  5 oz.  of  water. 

No.  2.  Dissolve  i oz.  granulated  silver  in  5 oz.  nitric  acid  and  5 oz.  of  water. 

Of  these,  take  two  parts  of  No.  i,  and  two  parts  of  No.  2,  one  part  of  commercial  nitric 
acid  and  twenty-four  parts  of  water. 

Frank  JJ  ittenaueA s Acid. 

3 parts  acetic  acid,  i part  nitric  acid,  ^2  part  water. 

Edward  M.  Week’s  Strong  Spencer  Acid.  (Letter  engraving) 

a.  2 oz.  nitrate  of  silver  crystals,  5 oz.  nitric  acid  (c.  p.),  10  oz.  water;  or 

b.  2 oz.  nitrate  of  mercury,  5 oz.  nitric  acid  (c.  p.),  lO  oz.  water. 

Jf'iUiam  Camming  Smillie’s  Strong  Spencer  Acid.  (Letter  Engraving) 

I oz.  silver  nitrate  solution,  i oz.  mercury.  Place  each  oz.  of  above  in  i qt.  of  distilled 
water,  pour  together  and  add  i lb.  chemically  pure  nitric  acid,  then  to  that  add  48  oz.  more 
water. 

Lorenzo  J.  Hatch’s  Acid.  (Vignette  Engraving) 

For  biting  on  copper:  5 oz.  hydrochloric  acid  (must  be  true  hydrochloric,  not  muriatic), 
I oz.  chlorate  of  potash,  44  oz.  water. 

Warm  the  water,  dissolve  the  potash  perfectly,  then  add  the  acid.  Concentrated  solu- 
tion: I oz.  hydrochloric  acid,  1/5  oz.  chlorate  of  potash,  5 oz.  water. 

Pelletier’ s Acid. 

4 oz.  commercial  nitric  acid,  8 oz.  acetic  acid,  i oz.  water. 
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If  . F.  Costenbader’ s Strong  Spencer  Acid. 

No.  1.  Nitrate  of  silver. 

No.  2.  I oz.  granulated  silver,  5 oz.  nitric  acid  (c.p.),  5 oz.  water. 

a.  Dissolve  the  two  former,  placing  bottle  in  warm  water  before  adding  water. 

b.  Nitrate  of  Mercury:  ^ lb.  mercury,  5 oz.  nitric  acid  (c.p.),  5 oz.  water. 

c.  I'he  Strongest  Spencer  Acid:  (To  weaken  take  6 parts  to  4 parts  water.)  2 parts  mer- 
cury, 2 parts  silver,  i part  nitric  acid,  24  parts  water. 

Cookes  Acids. 

(Took  gold  medal  of  Isis.) 

For  ordinary  steel:  6 oz.  acetic  acid,  i oz.  nitric  acid. 

For  very  soft  steel:  i drachm  corrosive  sublimate,  4 gr.  tartaric  acid,  4 drops  nitric  acid  or 
sulphuric  acid,  3 oz.  warm  water. 

Corrosive  Sublimate. 

For  poor  steel:  i oz.  corrosive  sublimate,  i oz.  pulverized  alum,  i qt.  water,  rain  water 
preferred. 

George  T.  Jones’  Corrosive  Sublimate. 

I large  thimbleful  of  corrosive  sublimate,  2 large  thimblefuls  of  alum,  i qt.  of  water. 

Acid  for  Biting  Copper. 

I oz.  nitrous  acid,  3 oz.  water. 

Half  Tone  Acid  for  Biting  Copper. 

A neutral  solution  of  ferric  chloride. 

H enry  G.  Mandel’s  Etching  Acid.  (Photo  Engraving) 

PTr  copper  or  zinc:  50  grs.  perchloride  of  iron,  100  grs.  95%  alcohol. 

(Samuel  Lundum  used  water  instead  of  alcohol.) 

Frietiog  Inks 

Angelo  Delnoce’s  Frooving  Ink.  (Fitzpatrick’s  Formula.) 

Take  2/3  of  Frankfort  black  hard  and  ^2  of  soft  black  with  2/3  stiff  boiled  oil  (lin- 
seed I 1/3  raw  oil)  and  grind  them  on  the  slab  until  they  get  very  firm;  you  cannot  grind 
them  too  much,  the  more  you  do  the  better  ink  you  will  get.  Have  the  ink  so  thick  after 
grinding  that  it  will  be  like  stiff  putty,  so  that  none  of  it  comes  off  on  the  fingers  when 
soiled  with  this  ink.  The  plate  (die)  must  be  kept  quite  hot  while  wiping  and  polishing. 

Angelo  Delnoce’s  Plate  Printing  Ink. 

"Fake  2/3  of  Frankfort  black  soft,  about  1/3  Frankfort  black  hard,  a little  over  2/3 
raw  oil  and  a very  little  boiled  oil.  (drind  together  and  add  a little  dryer  while  doing  so. 
For  day’s  printing  add  more  boiled  oil  and  hard  black.  He  sure  to  get  Frankfort  black; 
there  is  a party  in  Albany  or  Troy  that  has  the  best;  although  a cent  or  two  dearer  it 
pays  in  the  end. 
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Review  of  the  Proof  Section  of 

Scott^s  1948  U*  S»  Catalogue 

By  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  D.Sc. 

United  States  Stamp  Catalogue  Specialized  1948,  26th  Edition,  553  pages,  including  24  pages  of  Proofs 
and  6 pages  of  Specimen  stamps.  Edited  by  Gordon  R.  Harmer.  Published  by  Scott  Publications,  Inc. 
Price  $3.50.  The  Essay  Proof  Society  Catalog  Advisory  Committee  cooperated  in  its  revision  as  heretofore. 

Of  the  approximately  3000  Normal  Color  Proofs  listed  this  year  733  prices  have  been 
raised  and  a few  lowered.  Most  all  collections  of  proofs  are  now  worth  more  money. 
There  are  27  new  listings  and  7 deletions.  There  are  also  151  price  raises  among  the 
1800  Trial  Color  Proofs,  with  76  new  price  listings.  Thus  there  have  been  many  more 
changes  this  year  than  ever  before.  Proofs,  and  Essays,  are  more  appreciated  now  than 
heretofore  as  is  evidenced  by  recent  auction  sale  realizations,  as  knowledge  is  gained  about 
relative  scarcity  of  these  most  beautiful  of  all  philatelic  items. 

I'he  new  numbering  of  the  1851-60  issue  and  its  reprints  is  most  important  to  learn 
and  become  familiar  with.  For  these  reasons  alone  a 1948  U.  S.  Catalog  is  a necessity 
for  every  collector  interested  in  proofs,  especially  this  year  if  a new  catalog  is  not  bought 
every  year.  As  pointed  out  in  our  review  of  Scott’s  1948  Standard  Catalogue,  Vol.  i,  in 
Journal  No.  i6,  the  inflated  value  of  the  dollar  with  its  low  purchasing  power  makes  price 
advances  necessary  to  overcome  this  low  dollar  value. 


Large  Die  Proofs 


In  the  1847  issue  large  die  proofs  in  normal  colors  the  only  price  changes  are  for  the 
5c  and  IOC  on  (a)  white  bond  paper  and  (c)  white  laid  paper,  which  advance  to  $90.00  each. 
The  Essay  Proof  Society  Catalog  of  these  proofs  in  Journal  No.  14  is  a much  more 
detailed  guide  to  current  prices  on  proofs  of  this  issue,  particularly  as  to  the  Trial  Color 
Proofs  for  which  no  changes  have  been  made  this  year  by  Scott.  The  1875  reproduction 
large  die  proofs  have  been  raised  to  only  $60.00  each,  and  this  writer  believes  the  5c  red- 
brown  large  die  proof  does  not  exist.  Only  one  black  large  die  proof  with  the  5c  and  loc 
side  by  side  is  known,  and  a similar  one  in  green,  so  the  price  of  $60.00  for  the  loc  normal 
color  and  $75.00  each  for  the  three  5c  and  loc  trial  colors  are  far  too  low  for  these  popular 
proofs,  of  which  no  recent  sales  are  known. 

New  numbers  for  the  1851-60  issue  and  the  reprints  now  appear  strange,  but  we  must 
learn  to  use  them. 

The  1861  “First  Designs”  large  dies  (actually  incomplete  essays  except  the  lOc  and 
30c)  have  been  raised  to  $125.00  each  for  normal  colors  but  the  trial  colors,  of  which  only 

a miserly  two  are  listed,  are  priced  at and  $50.00.  Many  more  exist  which  should 

be  listed;  or,  better,  those  essays  now  listed  with  numbers  55  to  62  should  be  deleted;  only 
No.  58  IOC  Type  I was  issued  as  a stamp  and  No.  61  30c  as  a trial  color  proof;  the  24c 
was  a regular  issue.  We  hope  to  see  these  changes  when  the  new  numbering  proceeds. 

The  1861  so  called  “Second  Designs”  are  the  regularly  issued  stamp  designs  and  with 
the  1862-66  issue  are  the  P.  O.  D.  set  of  1861-66.  Those  now  listed  as  stamps,  No.  66 
3c  lake  and  No.  74  3c  scarlet,  are  only  Trial  Color  Proofs  as  was  clearly  determined  by  an 
article  in  the  Essay  Proof  Journal  No.  2,  p.  85.  Scott’s  Catalogue  states  that  these  two 
trial  color  proofs  were  not  regularly  issued  as  stamps,  so  they  also  should  be  deleted  when 
the  new  numbering  proceeds. 

Large  die  proofs  of  this  1861  issue  in  normal  colors  have  at  last  been  advanced  to 
moderate  prices,  reflecting  the  few  recent  sales  of  these  scarce  proofs.  I'he  ic,  3c,  5c,  lOC, 
I2C,  24c,  30c  and  90c  each  are  now  $50.00,  and  the  3c  pink,  of  which  only  two  copies  are 
known,  is  now  priced  at  $100.00,  as  is  the  very  popular  2c  black;  while  the  3c  scarlet 
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(actually  a Trial  Color  Proof)  is  priced  at  $75.00,  a low  price  for  a rare  large  die  proof, 
compared  with  auction  prices  for  (the  probable  200  available)  perforated  and  gummed 
trial  color  listed  as  stamp  No.  74  but  not  priced.  These  loc  and  90c  large  die  proofs 
with  smaller  margins  are  comparatively  plentiful,  as  is  the  24c  in  similar  condition  which 
is  actually  the  unfinished  essay  No.  60. 

The  scarce  1869  large  die  proofs  are  all  raised  from  $40.00  to  $60.00  each,  and  we 
would  like  to  buy  any  of  these  as  issued  at  full  catalog.  Unlike  the  30c,  the  bi-color  15c, 
24c  and  90c  do  not  exist  as  die  proofs  with  large  margins  on  one  piece  of  India  paper. 

In  the  so  called  Bank  Note  Co.  issues,  all  the  1870  issue  large  die  proofs  are  boosted 
from  $20.00  to  $25.00  each  and  are  a good  buy  at  that  price.  Only  the  7c  is  known  to  have 
been  made  in  more  than  a few  prints.  No  change  in  price  is  made  this  year  for  the  1873 
ic  to  15c  large  die  proofs,  but  the  popular  24c,  30c  and  90c  with  secret  marks  as  illus- 
trated (actually  essays,  as  no  stamps  with  these  secret  marks  were  issued)  go  up  from 
$20.00  to  $30.00  each.  The  1875  2c  vermillion  is  raised  from  $15.00  to  $20.00,  and  with  all 
the  other  1870  and  1873  Bank  Note  Co.  die  proofs  is  still  cheap  at  full  catalog  price.  This 
applies  also  to  the  1882,  1887,  1888  and  1890  issue  large  die  proofs,  all  of  which  are  now 
advanced  from  $15.00  to  $20.00  each,  except  the  1875  5c,  1882  5c,  1887  ic,  all  of  which 
were  previously  priced  $20.00  or  more. 

Columbian  die  proofs  on  India  paper  of  1893  ic  to  30c  also  remain  unchanged,  but  the 
50c  gets  a raise  of  $5.00  to  $35.00,  and  all  the  remaining  high  values  of  this  set  are  raised 
from  $30.00  to  $40.00  each.  The  complete  set  of  16  printed  on  large  6x8  inch  cards  are 
now  priced  at  $300.00;  we  would  like  to  see  these  individually  priced,  as  some  singles 
occasionally  come  up  in  auction  sales,  when  the  dollar  values  bring  much  higher  prices  than 
the  cents  values. 

As  we  have  previously  written,  all  these  private  bank  note  engravers’  large  die  proofs 
1845  to  1894  are  just  as  rare  as  the  XX  Century  Bureau  die  proofs  after  1901,  and  all  are 
much  under  priced  as  compared  with  prices  for  XX  Century  die  proofs. 

In  the  “Bureau  Issues”  there  is  no  change  in  die  proofs  of  the  1894  issue,  but  the  much 
scarcer  1898  changes  in  color  each  get  a $5.00  raise  to  $25.00.  Trans-Mississippi  normal 
color  large  die  proofs  each  are  advanced  to  $25.00,  bringing  the  set  of  9 to  $225.00,  and 
likewise  the  1901  Pan-Americans  to  $17.50  each  or  $105.00  for  the  set  of  6,  although 
there  were  far  fewer  issued  of  the  latter  sets.  The  rare  1904  Louisiana  Purchase  die  proofs 
are  restored  to  their  former  pricing  of  $200.00  each  for  large  and  $125.00  each  for  small 
die  proofs,  as  only  about  six  sets  of  each  size  are  known.  Prices  of  $200.00  each  for  large 

die  proofs  on  India  paper  have  been  restored  for  all  the  1922-26  commemoratives,  61  iP  to 

651P;  these  were  in  error  omitted  from  the  1947  catalog  when  the  proofs  on  white  wove 
paper  were  inserted.  Five  of  each  of  these  61  iP  to  65 iP  are  known,  whereas  of  the  follow- 
ing 654P  to  729P  inclusive  only  the  one  set  from  the  F.  D.  Roosevelt  sale  plus  a few  scat- 
tering singles  are  known;  yet  these  rarities  are  mostly  priced  at  only  the  same  $200.00  each 
(except  for  the  bi-colors),  which  is  not  logical. 

New  listings  of  ii  1937-1940  large  die  proofs  791P  to  891P  appear  for  the  first  time, 
of  which  only  one  of  each  is  known  in  normal  colors.  Four  new  Trial  Color  large  die 
proofs  1932-1940,  718TC  to  866TC,  also  are  new  comers  to  the  catalog,  as  one  of  each  is 
now  known.  Prices  have  now  been  given  for  1909-1923  Trial  Color  die  proofs  342TC  to 
611TC  of  $100.00  each  for  the  20  colors  of  513TC  13c  to  $300.00  for  547TC  $2.00  green 
and  black;  of  all  these  only  one  of  each  is  known.  All  the  Official  large  die  proofs  have 

advanced  from  $10.00  to  $12.50  each.  The  1911  Postal  Savings  set  of  5 each  go  up  from 

$100.00  to  $125.00  each. 

Small  Die  Frt>ofs 

Some  small  die  proofs  from  the  1903  P.  O.  D.  albums  have  been  raised  in  price.  The 
1847  reproductions  3P2  and  4P2  each  go  up  to  $25.00.  The  1851-60  new  issue  Nos.  42P2 
to  47  P2  5c  to  90c  are  each  boosted  to  $12.50,  bringing  the  whole  set  of  8 to  $105.00.  1861 

“First  Designs”  get  boosts  of  $1.50  each  for  the  true  essays  3c,  5c.  12c  and  30c  trial  color, 
wliich  with  the  color  shades  of  regular  designs  of  the  ic,  loc,  24c  and  90c  bring  this  set  of 
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8 as  issued  to  $79.50.  The  regular  1861  set  of  8 remains  at  $63.00.  Also  the  1869  120P2 
24c,  which  for  some  unknown  reason  was  lower  than  the  other  bi-color  proofs  of  this  set, 
is  raised  to  $12.50  and  the  set  of  ii  to  $123.50. 

Similar  raises  to  $12.50  are  given  the  1873  24c,  30c  and  90c  secret  marks  (essays), 
making  this  set  of  ii  total  $85.50.  The  1875  2c  vermillion  178P2  and  all  the  1882  to  1890 
issues  205P2  to  229P2  are  given  the  minimum  small  die  proof  price  of  $6.00  each.  The  1893 
Columbian  241P2  $1.00  goes  up  to  $10.00,  242P2  $2.00  to  $11.00,  243P2  $3.00  to  $13.50, 
244P2  $4.00  to  $16.00,  and  245P2  $5.00  to  $20.00,  thus  pricing  the  set  of  16  at  $153.00.  This 
total  of  $153.00  for  small  die  proofs  compared  with  $535.00  for  large  die  proofs  and  $141.00 
for  plate  proofs  on  India  paper  is  apparently  much  too  low  for  this  popular  set  and  we 
expect  a considerable  raise  next  year;  the  unused  stamp  set,  of  which  many  more  exist, 
catalogs  $379.45.  No  change  was  made  in  the  1894  of  I3)  leaving  it  priced  at  $103.50, 
and  the  1898  set  of  4 at  $30.00.  A slight  increase  of  $1.00  each  for  the  1898  Trans- 
Nlississippi  small  die  proofs  brings  the  total  for  the  set  of  9 to  $119.50.  The  1901  Pan- 
American  set  of  6 remains  at  $75.00,  but  the  1902  set  of  14  now’  totals  $131.50.  The  only 
price  changes  for  the  rare  small  dies  issued  after  1902  are  the  1903  319P2  2c  which  gets  a 
$10.00  raise  to  $135.00,  and  the  1904  Louisiana  Purchase  set  of  5,  now  $625.00.  The 
Carriers  are  advanced  to  $12.00  for  the  set  of  2. 

Plate  Proofs  on  India  Paper 

Reproductions  of  the  1847  plate  proofs  on  India  paper  have  gone  up,  5c  to  $20.00  and 
IOC  to  $22.50.  The  scarce  1851-60  contemporaneous  plate  proofs  Nos.  24P3  to  39P3  quite 
properly  are  given  advances,  the  ic  to  loc  $10.00  each  and  the  I2C  and  24c  $5.00  each.  The 
set  of  8 Nos.  40P3  to  47P3  reprint  colors  now  totals  $73.50,  as  several  denominations  have 
been  raised.  Premiere  Gravures  1861  “First  Designs”  58P3  loc  is  now  $15.00,  59P3  12c 
$25.00,  61 P3  30c  $40.00  and  62P3  90c  $50.00,  making  this  set  total  $202.00.  “Second 
Designs”  regular  issue  set  of  8 now  is  $38.50  while  the  1862-6  set  of  3 remains  at  $18.00. 
The  1869  set  of  10  now  totals  $49.75,  or  set  of  ii  with  129P3  15c  at  $61.75.  There  are 
small  boosts  in  the  1870  set  of  ii  which  now  total  $37.25,  and  in  the  1873  set  of  ii  which 
total  $58.00.  The  1875  2c  and  5c  and  1882  ic,  3c,  6c  and  lOc  each  go  up  50  cents,  making 
the  set  of  2 now  $10.50  and  the  1882  set  of  5 $21.00.  Small  rises  in  the  1887  set  of  3 bring 
this  set  to  $29.50,  and  in  the  1888  set  of  4 $18.50.  A boost  of  $2.00  for  the  1890  229P3  90c 
makes  this  set  of  ii  come  to  $39.00.  The  Columbian  $1.00  goes  up  to  $11.00,  $2.00  to 
$13.50,  $3.00  to  $16.00,  $4.00  to  $18.50  and  $5.00  to  $22.00,  bringing  the  set  of  16  up  to 
$141.00.  The  Carriers  are  raised  to  $4.50  and  $3.50,  and  the  special  Deliveries  50  cents 
each.  Small  raises  in  the  Justice  set  of  10  bring  the  total  to  $19.25;  the  State  $10.00  goes 
up  to  $13.50  and  the  $20.00  to  $13.50.  The  Newspaper  1875  set  advances  to  $43.50  and  the 
1879-85  set  to  $37.50. 


The  1847  reproductions  3P4  and  4P4  have  gone  up  to  $10.00  and  $12.50,  or  $22.50  for 
this  set  of  2.  There  are  also  raises  in  each  of  the  1851-60  set,  which  bring  this  set  of  8 up 
to  $38.50.  Small  boosts  in  the  1861  set  of  8 make  it  now  total  $28.00,  and  the  1862-66  set 
of  3 is  $13.00.  Each  card  proof  of  the  1869  set  gets  a small  raise  so  that  the  total  for  this 
popular  set  of  lO  is  now’  $41.25,  and  the  set  of  4 inverted  centers  goes  up  to  $500.00,  or 
$125.00  each.  There  are  also  small  boosts  for  the  1870  set  of  5,  bringing  the  total  to 
$16.00.  The  1873  set  of  ii  changes  to  $51.75,  as  the  90c  is  reduced  to  $3.00.  179P4  goes 

up  to  $2.50,  making  this  set  of  2 total  $3.50.  Boosts  of  50  cents  each  bring  the  total  for  the 
1882  set  of  5 up  to  $8.50,  the  1883  set  of  2 to  $3.00  and  the  1887  set  of  2 to  $4.00,  there 
being  no  change  in  the  rare  214P4  ic,  w’hich  remains  at  $50.00.  Similar  advances  in  the 
1888  set  of  4 bring  this  set  up  to  $10.00.  Small  raises  in  the  1890  set  bring  the  set  of  ii  to 
$33.00,  including  the  scarce  2c  lake  which  has  recently  been  found  to  be  much  scarcer  than 
the  2c  carmine  generally  sold  in  this  set  of  lo;  the  prices  for  these  tw’o  should  therefore  be 
reversed,  as  the  2c  lake  on  card  is  w’orth  much  more.  All  the  popular,  set  of  16  1893 
Columbians  get  small  raises,  which  brings  the  total  for  this  set  to  $85,505  as  only  about 
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looo  sets  were  distributed  in  1893  it  is  still  “a  jjood  buy”  at  present  prices  and  difficult  to 
find.  The  1894  card  proofs,  of  which  only  one  sheet  of  400  of  the  ic  and  2c  and  one  sheet 
of  200  of  the  6c,  $2.00  and  $5.00  became  available  to  philatelists,  have  each  advanced: 
IC  to  $7.00,  2c  to  $7.00,  6c  to  $9.00,  $2.00  to  $11.00,  and  $5.00  to  $13.50;  the  three  latter, 
of  which  only  200  of  each  exist,  should  go  higher  soon. 

Small  raises  in  the  Special  Delivery  set  of  3 make  the  total  now  $6.50,  and  the  Car- 
rier set  of  2 goes  to  $2.50.  Among  the  Departments  there  are  only  a few  small  boosts  in 
Agriculture,  Justice,  Navy,  State,  Treasury  and  War,  which  are  inconsequential.  The 
Newspaper  1875  set  on  card  is  scarce  in  good  condition  as  it  was  issued  before  the  use  of 
hinges,  so  this  set  of  24  advances  to  $31.50. 

Reveaiiue  Proofs 

There  are  a number  of  price  changes  in  Revenue  Proofs  this  year.  The  few  large  die 
proofs  known  of  the  First  Issue  are  each  advanced  to  $15.00  except  the  4c  Proprietary, 
which  has  been  $35.00!  These  well  may  be  all  unique,  so  the  Catalogue  prices  are  ridicu- 
lously low.  The  small  die  proofs  that  were  priced  at  $4.00  and  $5.00  each  are  raised  to 
$7.50,  but  all  these  die  proofs  are  just  as  rare  as  those  priced  at  $10.00  and  also  all  well 
may  be  unique ! 

Among  the  plate  proofs  on  India  paper,  the  ic  Express  goes  up  to  $6.00  and  ic  Play- 
ing Cards  and  2c  orange  Certificate  each  to  $4.50.  The  3c  Foreign  Exchange  and  loc 
Certificate  are  boosted  to  $12.00  each,  the  loc  Proprietary  to  $6.00,  15c  Foreign  Exchange 
to  $3.50,  and  15c  Inland  Exchange  to  $13.50.  The  30c  Inland  goes  up  to  $4.00,  70c  For- 
eign to  $12.00,  $2.00  Mortgage  to  $8.00,  and  the  scarce  $3.50  to  $10.00.  In  the  $5.00  group. 
Charter  Party  is  now  $6.00,  Conveyance  $8.00,  Mortgage  $8.00.  The  $10.00  Charter 
Party  is  up  to  $12.00,  as  is  the  $15.00  Mortgage,  and  $25.00  Mortgage  is  up  to  $27.50, 
with  top  price  for  the  rare  $200.00  at  $85.00. 

Card  proofs  of  the  First  Issue  also  get  a few  boosts.  In  the  2c  blue  group  all  are  now 
$1.25  except  the  Playing  Cards,  which  is  $2.00.  The  4-centers  each  get  25  cent  raises,  and 
in  the  5c  group  Express  gets  one  of  the  few  chops  to  $1.75,  while  Foreign  Exchange  rises 
to  $12.00,  Inland  to  $1.25  and  Playing  Cards  to  $12.00.  Foreign  Exchange  15c  is  up  to 
$12.00  and  20c  to  $6.00,  while  20c  Inland  and  25c  Certificate  are  $1-75  each.  The  30c 
Inland  is  boosted  to  $4.50.  All  the  50c  on  card  get  raises  too;  Entry  of  Goods  now  $3-50> 
Foreign  $4.00,  Lease  $2.50,  Life  Insurance  $3.50,  Alortgage  $7.00,  Original  Process  $3-50) 
Passage  Ticket  $3.50  and  Probate  $4.00.  All  the  $2.00  get  50  cents  mark  ups,  the  $2.50 
goes  to  $12.00,  the  $10.00  Probate  to  $8.00,  $20.00  Probate  to  $25.00,  and  the  $25.00 
Mortgage  ends  this  procession  at  $13.50. 

In  the  Second  Issue  India  paper  plate  proofs  the  50c  is  now  $4.00,  $1.30  is  $2.50, 
$1.50  is  $2.50,  scarce  $3.50  now  $6.00  and  low  at  that,  $25.00  is  $13.50  and  $50.00  is  $12.00. 
In  the  card  proofs,  50c  is  now  $1.75,  $i-30  is  $3.00,  $1.50  is  $i.75)  $i-6o  is  $6.00,  $1.90  is 
$3-50;  our  scarce  $3.50  goes  to  $12.00,  the  $25,00  to  $13.50,  and  $50.00  to  $12.00. 

Third  Issue  India  paper  plate  proofs  are  now — 4c  to  15c  $i.75  each,  30c  and  40c 
$2.50  each,  60c  $3.50,  70c  $2.50,  and  finally,  the  $20.00  is  now  $13.50.  All  the  card  proofs 
of  this  Third  Issue  get  small  boosts  up  to  the  scarce  $2.00,  which  goes  up  to  $6.00;  the 
$2.50  goes  to  $2.50,  $3.00  to  $4.50,  $5.00  to  $3.50,  $10.00  to  $4.50,  and  $20.00  to  $13.50, 
the  same  as  for  India  paper  which  should  be  more. 

The  1875  2c  Liberty  rare  die  proof  goes  up  to  as  much  as  $20,00!  and  the  India  paper 
plate  rarity  to  $6.00. 

Large  die  proofs  of  Documentaries — 1898  $1.00  is  up  to  $35.00,  and  1914  $500.00  is 
$100.00,  though  all  other  Revenue  die  proofs  are  just  as  rare.  We  have  recently  seen  some 
unique  1898  Battleship  Documentary  large  die  proofs  on  India  paper,  R161  ICi  L’C  green, 
Ri63"FCi  ic  green  and  ic  black,  R165TC2  3c  green  niargiiis,  R169TC1  25c  green, 
Riyol'Ci  40c  black,  Ri72"FCi  80c  green,  none  of  which  are  yet  listed.  A unique  1940  50c 
carmine  large  die  proof  R298  has  also  recently  been  seen  but  is  not  yet  listed. 

In  the  Proprietaries,  RB1P3  ic  green  and  black  on  Imlia  paper  also  has  been  recently 
seen  in  one  copy  only.  The  1875  issue  on  card  all  get  10  cents  boosts  to  60  cents  each 
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except  the  5c,  which  remains  at  $11.00.  The  rare  large  $5.00  green  and  black  is  now 
priced  $150.00  for  a die  proof,  which  is  much  more  desirable  than  the  plate  proof  on  card 
which  is  priced  at  the  same  amount.  All  the  1875  issue  plate  proofs  on  India  paper 
rightly  are  raised  $1.00  each  except  the  elusive  6c  blue,  on  which  a price  of  $12.50  is  ven- 
tured, if  you  can  find  it.  We  have  also  recently  seen  the  1898  battleship  large  die  proofs 
not  yet  listed,  which  are  RB21TC1  large  die  ^c  green,  RB22TC1  ^c  green,  RB26TC1 

green,  and  with  small  margins  RB31TC2  5c  green. 

In  the  Revenue  Trial  Color  Proofs  some  of  the  carmine  plate  proofs  on  India  paper 
(which  do  not  exist  on  India  paper  in  the  normal  color  vermillion)  are  raised;  5c  Certifi- 
cate goes  to  $6.00,  and  in  the  $1.00  group  Manifest  is  $6.00,  Mortgage  $4.00,  Passage 
Ticket  $6.00  and  Power  of  Attorney  $8.00.  A new  comer,  R78TC3  $1.50  Inland  Ex- 
change black,  is  listed  at  $10.00.  The  $1.90  black  goes  up  to  $7.50.  Another  new  face  is 
R87TC3  $3.50  Inland  black  at  $10.00.  In  the  Second  Issue  the  2c  pale  blue  and  black  on 
bond  paper  goes  up  to  $3.00.  There  are  22  new  listings  in  the  Second,  Third  and  Pro- 
prietary Trial  Color  tabulation,  which  nears  completeness;  all  take  the  higher  prices  of 
similar  listings.  The  old  prices  for  these  die  proofs  are  due  to  be  raised  to  the  higher 
levels,  as  all  are  equally  scarce. 


A Correctioe  of  Facts 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  Triaegiulars 

By  A.  A.  Jurgens 

In  this  Journal,  No.  16,  (October  1947)  on  page  287,  Dr.  Edward  Moseley  states 
that  both  the  plate  proofs  of  the  sheets  of  woodblocks  in  black  owned  by  L.  B.  Goldschmidt 
bear  the  manuscript  endorsement  and  signatures  mentioned  therein.  This  is  not  correct.  I 
have  definite  knowledge  of  this,  because  one  of  the  two  which  Mr.  Goldschmidt  has  is  not 
a 1927  proof  at  all.  One  of  them  is  a plate  proof  in  black  made  by  me  for  Mr.  Goldschmidt 
in  1941. 

One  of  the  sheets  made  in  1927  and  kept  by  Mr.  Hayne,  the  numismatist,  who  was 
among  the  signatories  on  these  sheets,  was  sold  to  Air.  Goldschmidt  many  years  later.  Adr. 
Hayne  had  only  this  one  signed  sheet;  the  other  was  sold  by  the  late  Air.  G.  J.  Allis  to 
Air.  A.  F.  Reisco,  of  London,  and  was  included  in  the  collection  of  Capes  which  Air. 
Reisco  sold  to  the  late  Alfred  F.  Lichtenstein,  of  New  York. 

In  my  judgment,  it  is  most  desirable  that  the  record  in  this  Journal  should  Indicate 
clearly  that  there  were  only  the  four  endorsed  sheets  and  not  a fifth.  All  vain  search  in 
future  years  for  a non-existent  fifth  endorsed  sheet  of  these  proofs,  and  all  guesswork  as  to 
what  might  have  become  of  it,  will  thus  be  forestalled.  It  is  most  regrettable  that  Dr. 
Aloseley  has  placed  on  printed  record  anything  which  might  give  rise  to  confusion  on  this 
point. 


F,  Fo,  Ott  Award  for  1947  to  A»  E,  Gueiitlier 

The  Philatelic  Society  of  Pittsburgh  has  unanimously  given  the  F.  F.  Ott  Award  for 
1947  to  A.  E.  Guenther,  E.  P.  S.  34  and  one  of  our  Directors.  This  award  of  a Certifi- 
cate and  $25.00  cash  is  made  annually  For  Outstanding  Work  For  the  Society.  Air. 
Guenther  was  General  Chairman  of  the  1947  Exhibition  and  Bourse  Committee  that  pre- 
pared the  1947  Exhibition  during  the  American  Philatelic  Society  Convention  in  Pitts- 
burgh last  August,  which  has  been  reported  in  our  Journal  No.  16,  p.  279,  where  both 
U.  S.  and  Foreign  Essays  and  Proofs  Sections  were  so  well  filled  with  exhibits,  and  where 
the  Grand  Award  was  given  by  the  Judges  to  Joseph  Alandos  for  his  Guatemala  Essays 
and  Proofs.  Air.  Guenther  at  once  turned  the  cash  part  of  his  award  over  to  the  Club 
Treasurer  to  be  used  in  their  work  among  stamp  collectors  at  the  Industrial  Home  for 
Crippled  Children. 


88 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal 


Smeltzer  Talks  Proofs  To 

Toroeto  Staimp  Collectors’  Cleb 

Meeting 


By  Walter  S.  Bayley,  President  T,  S.  C.  C. 

A most  attentive  and  interested  group  of  members  at  the  meeting  of  the  Toronto  Stamp 
Collector’s  Club  in  the  Royal  York  Hotel  on  February  19th  heard  Chester  A.  Smeltzer, 
President  of  the  Essay  Proof  Society,  give  a talk  on  U.  S.  A.  proofs. 

Activity  in  proof  collecting  in  Canada  is  generally  confined  to  those  of  the  stamps  of 
British  North  America,  with  the  emphasis  on  Canadian  proofs,  and  the  talk  given  by  Mr. 
Smeltzer  did  a great  deal  not  only  to  familiarize  our  members  with  U.  S.  A.  proofs,  but 
to  stimulate  interest  in  proof  collecting  generally. 

Aside  from  the  great  rarity  of  certain  proofs  which  Mr.  Smeltzer  showed,  many  of  our 
members  who  do  not  collect  proofs  were  brought  to  realize  that  they  were  really  neglect- 
ing a most  important  sideline  to  their  collections  by  not  including  proofs,  if  only  for  their 
sheer  beauty.  We  were  fortunate  in  being  able  to  see  many  outstanding  items,  some  of 
which  had  never  been  exhibited  by  Mr.  Smeltzer  before. 

Some  of  the  highlights  of  the  material  he  showed  were: 

A complete  collection  of  small  die  proofs  1847  to  1912  from  the  “Southgate”  collection, 
made  for  the  Panama-Pacific  San  Francisco  Exposition  in  1915,  of  which  only  two  com- 
plete sets  are  known  to  exist,  the  one  shown  and  the  other  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
at  Washington,  D.  C. 

A complete  showing  of  the  Official  Stamps  of  the  U.  S.,  essays,  large  die  proofs,  1903 
small  die  proofs,  Southgate  small  die  proofs,  hybrid  proofs  and  plate  proofs  in  blocks  of 
four  on  India  paper,  Goodall  die  proofs  each  in  five  colors  including  the  very  rare  com- 
plete sets  in  bi-color  of  the  high  value  State  Departments,  the  trial  color  plate  proofs 
exhibited  in  1881  at  the  Cotton  States  Exhibition  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  all  in  blocks  of  four  on 
tbin  card,  each  in  five  different  colors,  and  the  inverted  high  values  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  which  only  8 of  each  are  said  to  exist. 

The  complete  story  of  the  1908  Issue  from  original  artist’s  drawing,  the  wash  draw- 
ing, the  die  proofs,  trial  color  proofs  and  the  finished  stamps  in  blocks  of  four;  this  in- 
cluded the  special  delivery  of  1908  with  one  of  the  original  essays  in  the  pen  and  pencil 
drawing  by  Whitney  Warren,  Architect,  and  the  proofs  in  color,  wdth  two  in  bi-color  from 
the  wood  cut  made  in  Paris  by  the  French  engraver  Giraldon.  These  trial  color  essays 
were  never  previously  shown  and  in  fact  never  cataloged. 

1861-66  Issue  of  U.  S.  large  die  proofs,  small  die  proofs,  both  the  1903  and  the  1915 
printings.  The  “August”  issue  in  blocks  of  four  on  India  paper  as  well  as  the  regular  issue 
in  blocks  of  four  on  India  paper.  The  interesting  essay  of  1865  (Brazer’s  63  EB  h & i), 
the  I cent  stamp  of  1861  with  the  coupon  attached;  to  be  of  value  the  postmaster  was  sup- 
posed to  detach  the  coupon  to  make  the  stamp  valid  for  postage. 

The  1890  Issue  showdng  the  sample  stamps  attached  to  the  specifications  for  design 
and  color,  the  large  die  proofs  of  this  issue,  plate  proofs  on  India  paper  and  on  cardboard, 
and  the  finished  sample  stamps  in  blocks  of  four;  this  showing  was  Intended  to  show  style 
of  mounting  as  well  as  to  give  the  entire  story  from  design  to  the  finished  stamps. 

Mr.  Smeltzer’s  related  system  of  mounting  showed  each  issue  in  almost  story  form, 
particularly  where  he  had  original  artist’s  drawings  and  also  the  artist’s  pen  and  pencil 
sketches. 

All  in  all,  it  was  a most  attention-liolding  talk  and  the  Club  is  much  indebted  to  him 
for  such  a splendid  evening. 
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U*  S*  XX  Ceetiiiry 


-Essay  Designs,  Models  and  Proofs 

By  Sol  Glass 

(Continued  from  Journal  17,  Page  18.) 

Roosevelt  Memorial  Issiae 

One  cent — Issued  July  26,  1045 


030K-A,  Rejected  Essay* 
Pi'aukliu  I).  Roosevelt  and  Hyde  I’ark. 


030E-R,  Rejected  Essay. 
Fraukliii  1).  Roosevelt  and  Hyde  Park. 


OJOE-C,  Rejected  Essay. 
Franklin  I).  Roosevelt  and  Hyde  Park. 


0;?0E-R,  Accepted  Essay. 
Franklin  1).  Roosevelt  and  Hyde  l*ark. 


Three  rejected  designs. 

Designer — Victor  S.  McCloskey,  Jr. 

Engravers — Portrait — Charles  A.  Brooks 
Vignette — Vlathew  D.  Fenton 

Outline  Frame,  Lettering  and  Numerals — Axel  W.  Christensen. 

Design  Essayed — May  16,  1945,  to  Frank  C.  Walker,  P.  ]\F  G. 

Model  Approved — Vlay  18,  1945,  by  Frank  C.  Walker,  P.  M.  G. 

Die  Proof  Approved — July  ii,  1945,  by  Robert  E.  Hannegan,  P.  IVF  G. 

Source  of  Design 

Photograph  of  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  by  Harris  & Ewing  (No.  X.  D.  G.  168082), 
Washington,  D.  C.,  furnished  by  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  a photograph  of  Hyde 
Park  by  Wdde  World  Pbotos,  furnished  by  the  Press  Associations,  Inc.  Photo  Division,  50 
Rockefeller  Plaza,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
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Two  cents — Issued  August  24,  1945 


98 IE- A,  Rejected  Essay. 
Eiaukliii  1),  Roosevelt  and  the 
Ijittle  AVhite  House. 


931 E-B,  Rejected  Essay. 
Fraiikliu  I).  Roosevelt  and  the 
Uttle  AVhite  House. 


931E-C,  Rejected  Essay.  931 E-D,  Accepted  Essay. 

Fraiikliu  1).  Roosevelt  and  the  Franklin  1).  Roosevelt  and  the 

Little  AATiite  House.  Little  AATiite  House. 

Three  rejected  designs 
Designer — William  K,  Schrage 

Engravers — Portrait — Charles  A.  Brooks 
Vignette— Mathew  D.  Fenton 

Outline  Frame,  Lettering  and  Numeral — John  S.  Edmondson 
Design  Essayed — iMay  i6,  1945,  to  Frank  C.  Walker,  P.  IVI.  G. 

Model  Approved — iMay  18,  1945,  by  Frank  C.  Walker,  P.  IM.  G. 

Die  Proof  Approved — August  i,  1945,  by  Robert  E.  Hannegan,  P.  M.  G. 

Source  of  Design 

Photograph  of  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  by  Harris  and  Ewing  (No.  X.  D.  G.  168082) 
Washington,  D.  C.,  and  photograph  of  the  “Little  White  House,”  Warm  Springs,  Ga., 
furnished  by  the  Post  Office  Department. 


Thiee  cents — Issued  June  27,  1945 


932 E- A,  Rejc'cled  Essay. 
Fraiikliu  I).  Roosc'velt  and  A\  hite  House. 


932 E-B,  Rc'jectc'd  Essay. 
Fraiikliu  1).  Roosevelt  and  A\Tntt‘  House'. 
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J)32E-C,  Accepted  Essay. 

Fiaiikljii  1).  Roosevelt  and  White  House. 

Two  rejected  designs 

Designer — Victor  S.  McCloskey,  Jr. 

Engravers — Portrait — Charles  A.  Brooks 
Vignette — Mathew  D.  Fenton 

Outline  Frame,  Fettering  and  Numeral — Axel  W.  Christensen 
Design  Essayed — May  18,  1945,  to  Frank  C.  Walker,  P.  VI.  G. 

Vlodel  Approved — ^May  18,  1945,  by  Frank  C.  Walker,  P.  VI.  G. 

Die  Proof  Approved — June  13,  1945,  by  Frank  C.  Walker,  P.  M.  G. 

Source  of  Design 

Photograph  of  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  by  Harris  and  Ewing  (No.  X.  D.  G.  168082), 
Washington,  D.  C.,  furnished  by  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  photograph  of  the  White 
House  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing. 


Five  cents — Issued  January  30,  1946 


933E-A,  Rejected  Essay. 
Franklin  1).  Roosevelt  and 
Terrestrial  Globe. 


933E-B,  Rejected  Essay. 
Franklin  1).  Roosevelt  and 
Terrestrial  Globe. 


933 E-C,  Rejected  Essay. 
Franklin  1).  Roosevelt  and 
Terresti'ial  (ilobe. 


933E-1),  Accepted  Essay. 
Franklin  I).  Roosevelt  and 
Terrestrial  (ilobe. 
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Three  rejected  designs 
Designer — Wm.  A.  Roach 
Engravers — Portrait — Charles  A.  Brooks 
Vignette — Mathew  D.  Fenton 

Outline  frame,  Lettering  and  Numeral — Axel  W.  Christensen 
Design  Essayed — June  29,  1945,  to  Robert  E.  Hannegan,  P.  M.  G. 

IViodel  Approved — July  ii,  1945,  by  Robert  E.  Hannegan,  P.  M.  G. 

Die  Proof  Approved — January  8,  1946,  by  Robert  E.  Hannegan,  P.  M.  G. 

Source  of  Design 

Wash  drawing  by  William  A.  Roach  prepared  from  a photograph  of  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt  by  Harris  and  Ewing  (No.  X.  D.  G.  168082),  Washington,  D.  C.,  furnished  by 
the  Post  Office  Department,  and  a photograph  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and 
Printing  from  a globe  furnished  by  the  Agriculture  Department. 

(To  be  continued.) 


1943 


.Die  Essay  of  Frame  for 
Uc  S.  Flag  Stamps 


By  Courtesy  of  G.  S.  Knoth 


This  is  a black  die  essay  of  the  frame  as  etched,  engraved  and  rotary  press  printed  by 
the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  for  the  1943-4  series  of  U.  S.  stamps  commemorating  the 
Overrun  Countries,  whose  flags  in  color  were  printed  by  the  rubber  rotary  offset  process  in 
the  center.  The  design  is  by  A.  E.  I oringer  and  the  frame,  89  ^ 74  nim,  was  engraved  on 
steel  by  Arthur  C.  Vogel. 


Early  Imdiaii  Cancellations 

A Review  by  the  Editor 

Early  Indian  Cancellations  by  Jal  Cooper,  F.  R.  G.  S.  Bombay,  Jan.  i,  194^'  9^  pages  7 inches, 

elaborately  illustrated,  cloth  bound.  Published  by  Thacker  Sc  Co.,  Ltd.,  Rampart  Row,  Bombay,  India, 
printed  in  Bombay,  Price  Rs.  10/-.  Mr.  Cooper  is  the  author  of  a previous  book  “Stamps  of  India.” 

It  is  a pleasure  to  review  such  a handsome  book,  excellently  printed  in  readable  large 
type  on  heavy  coated  paper,  with  fine  screen  half  tone  illustrations  from  filtered  photo- 
graphs that  clearly  show  the  cancellations  on  the  stamps  and  even  the  laid  paper.  This 
comprehensive  work  comprises  2S  chapters  devoted  to  various  numbered  types  of  cancella- 
tions back  to  1799,  from  Early  “Pre-stamp”  Franks  to  Lists  of  “Identified”  Post  (Offices, 
with  assessed  prices.  This  book  first  appeared  in  a series  of  articles  on  “Early  Indian  Can- 
cellations” in  India  s Stamp  Journal,  by  the  same  author,  which  have  now  much  additional 
matter  added.  It  includes  Post  Office  Acts,  Rules  and  Regulations,  a I able  of  Kates  of 
Postage  from  Calcutta  and  four  pages  of  lists  of  post  offices. 
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Switzerland 

Its  Essays  and  Proofs 

By  George  W,  Caldwell,  E.  P.  S,  318. 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  17,  Page  43.) 

JE,  Postal  Stationery  (continned) 

Postal  Cards 

Among  the  philatelists  of  the  world,  there  are  many  who  credit  Heinrich  von  Stephan 
of  Germany  with  the  invention  of  the  postal  card.  Admittedly,  he  was  among  the  first  to 
give  the  idea  publicity.  It  is  highly  probable,  however,  that  the  practice  of  sending  “open” 
cards  through  the  mail  was  followed,  perhaps  to  a limited  extent,  during  the  very  early 
days  of  organized  postal  service. 

According  to  Dr.  Brazer, (^-)  the  earliest  known  suggestion  for  a postal  card  (for 
adhesive  stamp)  is  the  Lipman  Postal  Card,  copyrighted  by  J.  P.  Charlton  of  Philadelphia, 
Penna.,  in  1861.  Dr.  Brazer  also  states  “On  November  20,  1864,  Minister  Vanderstichelen 
of  Belgium  issued  a special  order  to  the  Post  Office  which  permitted  mailing  circulars, 
printed  on  cardboard  and  not  folded,  with  the  address  and  adhesive  stamp  on  one  side.” 

The  earliest  attempt  by  Heinrich  von  Stephan,  of  which  the  author  has  documenta- 
tion, occurred  in  1865.  At  the  time,  he  held  the  position  of  Oberpostrat  (we  presume 
this  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a District  Postmaster).  He  prepared  a thesis  setting  forth  the 
convenience  of  what  he  termed  a Postal  Sheet,  and  requested  the  Postmaster  General  to 
present  it  before  the  General  Postal  Congress  in  Karlsruhe. (‘*^)  Meeting  with  an  unfavor- 
able response  from  his  superior,  it  appears  that  he  informally  presented  the  matter  to  some 
of  the  delegates  between  sessions,  but  nothing  resulted  from  that  effort. 


Aiistrisi  Issues  a Postal  Card 

It  remained  for  an  Austrian  to  supply  the  impetus  that  finally  resulted  in  the  first 
imprinted,  government  postal  card.  That  man  was  Dr.  Emmanuel  Hermann  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  of  Wiener  Neustadt.  In  the  January  26,  1869  issue  of  the  Neue  freie  Presse, 
there  appeared  an  article  by  Dr.  Hermann  setting  forth  the  economies  that  would  result 
from  the  use  of  postal  cards.  The  Austrian  Postmaster  General,  Maly  von  Vevanovits, 
being  very  favorably  impressed  by  the  article,  sought  and  obtained  the  concurrence  of  the 
Hungarian  Minister  of  Trade,  in  accordance  with  the  Austro-Hungarian  Treaty  of 
1867, (■*^)  with  the  result  that  on  October  i,  1869,  the  first  imprinted  postal  cards  ever  to 
be  issued  by  any  government  in  the  world  appeared  in  postoffices  throughout  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  Monarchy. 

About  nine  months  later,  or  shortly  after  Heinrich  von  Stephan  had  been  appointed 
Postmaster  General,  postal  cards  were  issued  by  the  North  German  Confederation. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  von  Stephan  used  the  term  “Postal  Sheet”  while  Dr. 
Hermann  suggested  the  title  “Postal  Card.”  The  Austrian  authorities,  however,  preferred 
“Correspondence  Card,”  a term  that  continued  to  be  used  until  the  Universal  Postal  Union 
Congress,  assembled  in  Paris  in  May  of  1878,  standardized  the  term  “Postal  Card.” 


(42)  Brazer,  Dr.  C.  W. — A Historical  Catalog  of  U.  S.  Postal  Card  Essays  Sc  Proofs,  Journal  No.  i, 
page  19. 

{‘i^)  Journal  Philatellque  de  Berne,  Vol.  37,  page  50. 
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Switzerland  Adopts  tlie  Postal  Card 

Active  relations,  both  social  and  commercial,  between  Switzerland  and  its  neighbors 
soon  brought  the  postal  card  to  the  attention  of  the  Swiss,  who  were  quick  to  see  its 
advantages.  Soon  the  authorities  were  being  importuned  to  adopt  this  new  vehicle  of 
postal  communication. 

After  considerable  debate,  much  of  which  concerned  the  matter  of  whether  the  rate 
should  be  that  of  a single-weight  letter  or  a lower  rate,  a resolution  was  adopted  on  July  23, 
1870,  by  the  General  Assembly  which  resulted  in  the  issuing  of  Swiss  postal  cards  (Carte- 
correspondance)  on  October  i,  1870. 

In  part,  that  resolution  stated — 

“The  Postmaster  General  is  authorized  to  place  on  sale,  for  domestic  service,  postal  cards  of  5 
Centimes  denomination.  These  cards  may  be  registered  by  the  addition  of  a 5 Centimes  stamp.  The 
Federal  Council  is  authorized  to  issue  cards  for  international  service  by  establishing  the  proper  postal 
rate. 

“The  size  of  these  cards  shall  be  122  x 85  mm.  The  obverse  of  the  cards  shall  carry  an  im- 
printed stamp  of  5 Centimes  denomination  as  well  as  space  for  the  address.  The  reverse  shall  be  left 

blank  for  the  message.  As  for  the  international  service,  the  Federal  Council  may  take  the  matter 

under  consideration  at  a later  date.  Until  further  notice  these  cards  may  be  used  in  the  service  with 

the  German  States  and  with  Austria-Hungary  by  adding  the  necessary  adhesive  stamp.  For  other 
foreign  service,  these  cards  must  be  franked  at  the  single  letter  rate.  Cards  insufficiently  franked 
shall  not  be  forw'arded.’ 

Tlie  Six  Categories 

Due  to  the  great  number  of  layout  changes,  many  of  which  are  of  minor  importance, 
and  due  also  to  the  dearth  of  factual  data  of  peculiar  interest  to  the  essay-proof  student,  we 
give  the  subject  of  Swiss  Postal  Cards  “high-spot”  treatment. 

In  studying  these  cards  it  is  convenient  to  arrange  the  subject  in  six  groups  or  cate- 
gories: (i)  Ordinaries,  (2)  Tourist,  (3)  Bundesfeier,  (4)  Commemorative  or  Remem- 
brance, (5)  Automobile  Post  Office,  and  (6)  Official. 


Naturally,  the  first  postal  cards  issued  were  those  destined  purely  for  postal  communi- 
cation; they  had  no  other  purpose.  Hence  we  designate  these  as  “Ordinaries.” 

The  imprinted  stamp  on  the  first  issue  (1870)  is  the  same  as  that  used  for  the  first 
stamped  envelopes  (Fig.  47  Journal  17  p.  37),  although  not  printed  from  the  same  cliche. 
From  its  appearance  one  is  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  a stereotype,  possibly  developed  from 
the  envelope  cliche,  was  used.  The  impression  is  flat,  not  cameo.  For  the  second  issue 
(1873)  the  wrapper  cliche  (Fig.  54  Journal  17  p.  41)  was  used  and  the  impression  is  in 
cameo. 

These  two,  including  also  that  of  1874  which  was  simply  a color  change,  are  of  the 

small  size,  122  x 85  mm.,  as  directed  by  the  General  Assembly.  In  a further  printing  in 

1874  the  size  was  increased  to  140  x 90  mm.  which  continued  until  1925,  when  the  inter- 
national standard  of  148  x 105  mm.  established  by  the  Universal  Postal  Union,  sitting  in 
Stockholm,  was  adopted. 

In  1892  the  stamp  was  imprinted  from  another  of  the  wrapper  cliches  (Fig.  35  Jour- 
nal 17  p.  41).  This  stamp  continued  to  be  used  until  1907  when  cliches  derived  from  the 
adhesive-stamp  dies  came  into  use  and  continued  through  1922.  Thus  we  find  the  familiar 
Walter  Tell  in  the  several  types;  the  Helvetia  Bust  in  both  original  and  re-designed  types; 
and  the  William  Tell.  These  adhesive-stamp  types,  all  typographed  flat,  appear  in  the 
upper  right  corner  of  the  card,  whereas  on  all  the  previous  cards  the  stamp  was  imprinted 
in  the  upper  left. 

In  the  issue  of  1923  and  those  subsequent  thereto,  the  ('frdinarles  merge,  in  a sense, 

with  those  of  the  Tourist  Category,  the  difference  being  in  the  absence  of  the  propaganda 

feature  from  the  Ordinaries.  Hence  we  combine  their  treatment. 

Before  leaving  the  discussion  of  Ordinaries,  however,  it  is  important  to  record  three 
features  to  which  reference  has  not  yet  been  made  in  this  monograph: 
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(1)  Duplex  or  Reply  cards  were  introduced  in  1874,  accordance  with  the  order 
of  Federal  Council,  dated  February  26.  The  reply  portion  of  this  card  was  printed  on 
the  fourth  page  instead  of  on  the  third  page  as  currently  practiced. 

(2)  Postal  Cards  in  booklet  form  appeared  for  the  first  time  in  the  summer  of 
1912.  Identification  of  single  cards  of  this  type  is  made  possible  by  the  presence  of 
perforations  along  the  left  edge  of  the  card. 

(3)  Postal  Cards  in  strips  of  eight  and  perforated  along  the  horizontal  edges  were 
made  available  for  the  use  of  typists  and  the  printing  trade.  These  were  sold  in  mini- 
mum lots  of  100  strips,  a total  of  800  cards.  After  1923  the  size  of  the  strip  was 
reduced  to  seven  cards. 


Essays 


Courtesy  Zumstein  & Co. 


Fig.  50 

1875.  Names  of  designer  and  engraver  not  known;  thin  iiaper;  size  122  x 87  min. 

No.  376.  5 Centimes,  violet  (Fig.  50). 

No.  377.  5 Centimes,  violet;  same  inscription;  figure  of  Aalne  in  a shield  siir- 

% 

mounted  by  the  SavIss  Closs  (not  illustrated). 

Trial  Color  Proofs 

1875.  Names  of  designer  and  engraA-er  not  knoAvn  (Fig.  55  Journal  17  p.  41). 

No.  378.  5 Centimes,  light  pink. 

No.  379.  10  Centimes,  light  pink. 

No.  380.  10  Centimes,  green. 

No.  381.  10  Centimes,  dark  broAvn. 

Nos.  378  and  379  are  known  se-tenant  on  original  cardboard  with  red  or  black  inscrip- 
tion in  various  arrangements. (“^ ) . 

Tourist  Types 

Switzerland  is  a Mecca  for  tourists  and  vacationists  in  general.  As  is  well  known 
such  folks  the  world  over,  make  extensive  use  of  souvenir  post  cards  and  even  ordinary 
types  for  short  messages  of  the  ‘Svish  you  were  here”  class,  and  for  similar  greetings. 

The  propaganda  value  of  such  cards,  particularly  those  showing  local  scenic  views  and 
points  of  interest,  was  realized  eventually  by  the  Swiss  authorities,  when,  in  1923,  the 
Department  issued  a series  of  specially  designed  postal  cards  in  the  denominations  of  lO 
Centimes  and  25  Centimes,  the  domestic  and  international  rates,  respectively. 


(4)Zumstein,  E. — Handbuch  uber  die  Rriefmarken  der  Schweizerischeii  Eidgenosscnschaft — Bern,  1924. 
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The  upper  portion  of  the  address  side  was  used  for  the  imprinted  stamps  (Figs.  57  & 
58),  the  words  postal  card  in  the  three  official  languages,  and  a scenic  view.  The  10  Cen- 
times series  consists  of  twenty  cards,  each  showing  a different  scene;  the  25  Centimes  series 
contains  twenty-five. 

These  cards  without  the  scenic  view,  but  identical  otherwise,  were  issued  as  Ordi- 
naries. This  policy  was  continued  with  subsequent  issues. 


The  1924  issue  follows  the  same  general  design  layout,  but  with  changed  stamp 
designs  (Figs  59  & 60). 

The  1925  issue  is  identified  by  the  increased  size  of  the  card,  148  x 105  mm.;  that  of 
1928  by  the  addition  of  a border  around  the  entire  card.  Otherwise,  these  two  issues  are 
practically  the  same  as  that  of  1924. 


Pi^.  6 1 


In  1929  one  of  Switzerland’s  most  attractive  cards  was  issued,  although  many  art 
critics  of  the  time  did  not  think  so.  I'hese  cards  were  printed  by  a photogravure  process 
using  copper  plates.  The  imprinted  stamp  (Fig.  61)  symbolizes  “Switzerland,  the  Mother 
of  Rivers.”  Many  of  Central  Europe’s  rivers  have  their  sources  in  the  Swiss  Alps.  Thus 
the  allegory  is  appropriate. 

Two  years  later  the  Department  gave  in  to  the  critics  by  changing  the  layout  and  the 
stamp  design.  On  these  cards  the  term  “postal  card,”  in  the  three  authorized  languages, 
is  placed  in  a single  line  at  the  top  of  the  card.  The  scenic  view  is  at  the  upper  left  as 
usual,  and  the  stamp  at  the  upper  right.  The  stamp  design  (Fig.  62)  consists  of  an  out- 
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Fig.  62 

line  map  of  the  country  superimposed  on  a lined  background  which  brings  out  the  figure  of 
value  in  stylized  form.  The  blank  space  between  the  scenic  view  and  the  imprinted  stamp, 
giving  an  unbalanced  appearance  to  unused  cards,  is  reserved  for  the  postmark.  Be  it  noted 
that  the  Swdss  ordinarily  do  not  cancel  the  imprinted  stamps  on  postal  stationery,  except  in 
those  cases  where  the  electric  canceller  is  used. 


Fig.  63 

This  map  design  continued  in  use  until  1935,  when  it  was  superseded  by  a very  plain 
design  (Fig.  63)  consisting  of  the  figure  of  value  in  large  format  on  a solid  background. 
The  name  Helvetia  in  small  gothic  letters  is  placed  at  the  base.  This  stamip,  designed  by 
Niklaus  Stoecklin  of  Basle,  and  printed  by  a photogravure  process,  is  still  current  at  this 
writing  (1948). 

On  all  cards  of  the  Tourist  Category  issued  prior  to  1944  the  scenic  view  occupies  a 
small  space  in  the  upper  left  portion  of  the  card.  Beginning  in  January  of  1944  a major 
change  was  made,  wherein  these  views  occupy  the  entire  left  portion  of  the  address  side. 

Neither  essays  nor  proofs  of  cards  in  this  category  are  known  to  the  author. 

Biaiidlesfeier 

On  December  16,  1909,  some  public-spirited  Swiss  formed  themselves  into  a group 
under  the  name  of  the  Committee  of  August  First.  On  December  12,  1917,  the  name  was 
changed  to  the  Swiss  National  Committee  for  the  Celebration  of  August  First.  Currently 
it  is  known  as  the  Swiss  Committee  of  the  National  Festival.  Their  purpose  was  to  make 
August  I of  each  year  a day  of  national  character. (■*^)  They  visualized  the  annual  issuance 
of  a postal  card,  semi-official  in  character,  with  the  surtax  money  being  donated  to  organiza- 
tions of  a charity  or  a public  service  nature,  such  as  the  Red  Cross,  National  Economy, 
Pestalozzi  Foundation,  Public  Library,  and  others  of  like  character. 

I'he  Postmaster  General,  from  the  very  beginning,  showed  favorable  interest  in  the 
matter,  with  the  result  that  on  August  i,  1910,  the  first  Bundesfeier  or  National  Festival 
card  appeared. 

These  cards  appear  shortly  before  August  i of  each  year,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
the  first  two  issues,  consist  of  two  or  more  different  types.  They  are  essentially  picture 


Journal  Philatelique  de  Berne,  \'ol.  37,  page  85. 
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postal  cards  in  that  the  entire  reverse  side  is  used  for  depicting  reproductions  of  famous 
paintings  of  historical  interest,  outstanding  engravings,  and  other  pictures  of  like  character, 
including  some  specially  prepared  for  these  cards.  Often  these  are  in  keeping  with  the 
spirit  of  the  beneficiary  group  to  which  the  surtax  money  is  donated. 

The  address  side  of  the  cards  is  of  special  design,  which  includes  the  year  date  of 
issue  as  well  as  the  name  national  festival  in  the  three  authorized  languages.  The  im- 
printed stamps  are  of  the  same  design  as  the  concurrent  postal  adhesive  stamps  and  were 
derived  from  the  same  source. 

During  the  four  year  period  of  1928-1931,  Air  ]\Iail  cards  were  included  in  addition  to 
those  for  “regular”  service.  They  consist  of  25  Centimes  and  40  Centimes  denominations, 
using  the  then  current  adhesive  stamp  designs.  These  are  the  only  Air  Alail  postal  cards 
ever  issued  by  Switzerland. 

After  lengthy  discussions  between  the  authorities  and  the  Committee,  the  Federal 
Council  in  1938  authorized  the  issuance  of  adhesive  stamps in  place  of  the  postal  cards. 
From  that  time  the  Committee  has  issued  Bundefeier  Cards  without  the  imprinted  postage 
stamp,  hut  as  these  are  of  purely  private  nature  they  are  outside  the  scope  of  this  monograph. 

Undoubtedly,  essays  and  proofs  of  Bundesfeier  Cards  exist,  but  none  are  known  to  the 
Author. 


Commennorative  or  Memembramce  Group 

In  this  category  the  Department  has  followed  a very  conservative  policy — only  nine 
issues  in  practically  a century  of  postal  operation. 

The  first  Swiss  commemorative  postal  card  was  issued  in  1893  on  the  occasion  of  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Zurich  adhesive  stamps,  the  first  stamps  issued  in  Continental 
Europe.  This  card  depicts  the  St.  Gotthard  Post  Coach  in  the  lower  left,  while  at  the  top 
is  pictured  the  Lake  of  Four  Cantons  and  the  Meadow  of  Ruetli.  The  imprinted  stamp  is 
that  used  on  the  then  current  wrappers  (Fdg.  55  Journal  17  p.  41). 

As  we  mentioned  previously (‘*‘’*)  in  this  monograph,  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  the  Universal  Postal  Union  was  commemorated  in  1900  by  a special  issue 
of  stamps.  In  addition,  postal  cards  of  5 Centimes  and  lO  Centimes  were  issued,  bearing 
enlargements  of  those  special  stamps  (Scott’s  design  A21). 

The  Universal  Postal  Union  was  further  honored,  when,  on  October  4,  1909,  a monu- 
ment in  recognition  of  that  organization  was  unveiled  in  Bern.  Two  postal  cards,  im- 
printed with  the  then  current  postal  adhesive  designs,  were  issued  for  that  event. 

Two  postal  cards  of  5 Centimes  and  10  Centimes  denominations,  respectively,  were 
issued  in  January  1913  to  propagandize  the  National  Exposition  held  in  Bern  the  following 
year.  A small  vignette  in  the  upper  left  corner  of  the  cards  announced  the  exposition;  the 
imprinted  postage  stamp,  in  the  design  of  the  then  current  postal  adhesive,  occupies  the 
usual  location. 

The  year  1914  marked  the  one-hundredth  anniversary  of  Geneva’s  entrance  into  the 
Swiss  Confederation.  Two  postal  cards  for  this  event  were  issued.  A reproduction  of  one 
of  the  Geneva  cantonal  stamps  occupies  the  upper  left  corner  of  the  card.  The  imprinted 
postage  stamps  are  of  the  concurrent  adhesive  designs. 

The  Battle  of  IMorgarten,  November  15,  1315,  was  one  of  Switzerland’s  most  out- 
standing historical  events.  The  six-hundredth  anniversary  of  that  battle  was  commem- 
orated in  1915  by  the  appearance  of  two  picture  postal  cards.  These  are  of  5 Centimes 
denomination,  but  were  sold  for  20  Centimes,  the  surtax  being  turned  over  to  the  charity 
committee  of  the  Canton  of  Uri.  The  stamp  design  is  that  of  the  then  current  adhesive 
stamp. 


{44)Sce  Journal  No.  14,  pace  102. 
(40)  See  Journal  No.  14,  pajre  99. 
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Two  EDecades  Elapse 

M ore  than  two  decades  then  elapsed  without  special  postal  cards  of  a commemorative 
character  being  issued  hy  the  Department.  We  do  find,  however,  a number  of  such  cards 
privately  sponsored.  These  hear  imprinted  postage  stamps  in  accordance  with  the  1907 
ruling.  (■*‘')  Because  of  their  private  nature,  they  are  outside  the  scope  of  this  monograph. 

Switzerland’s  National  Exposition,  held  in  Zurich  in  1939,  provided  the  motive  for  a 
series  of  twenty  special  postal  cards  in  the  denomination  of  10  Centimes  and  20  Centimes. 
The  imprinted  stamps  are  of  the  same  design  that  was  used  for  the  special  adhesive  postage 
stamp  (Scott’s  design  Ays)  issued  for  that  event.  These  cards  were  printed  by  a photo- 
gravure process. 

In  February  of  1941,  a special  10  Centimes  (Scott’s  design  A55)  postal  card  was 
issued  in  honor  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Swiss-Products  Fair.  These  were  offset  printed  by  the 
Frobenius  Company  of  Basel,  using  a multicolor  press. 

The  year  1947  marked  the  one-hundredth  anniversary  of  the  first  railroad  in  Switzer- 
land, a line  which  operated  between  Zurich  and  the  Bavarian  City  of  Baden;  it  carried 
mail  and  a postal  operative.  This  anniversary  was  honored  by  the  issuance  of  three  postal 
adhesive  stamps,  and  a series  of  ten  postal  cards  in  the  denomination  of  10  Centimes.  The 
imprinted  stamp  is  of  the  same  design  as  the  10  Centimes  adhesive.  Scenes  depicting  the 
railroad’s  participation  in  the  postal  service  are  shown  on  the  left  portion  of  the  address 
side  of  the  card,  a different  scene  on  each  card  of  the  series. 

The  stamp  design  is  attributed  to  Otto  Baumherger  of  Unterengstringen ; the  cards 
were  offset  printed  by  the  Ft  allwag  printing  firm  of  Bern.  The  first  day  of  the  sale  occurred 
on  August  9,  1947. 

Essays 

Obviously,  essays  and  proofs  of  Swiss  Commemorative  Postal  Cards  exist,  but  few 
have  been  documented.  The  most  frequently  seen  is  an  essay  (Fig.  64)  designed  by  an 
artist  of  St.  Gall  and  submitted  to  the  Department  by  the  Lausanne  Philatelic  Society  in 
1891,  for  use  on  a postal  card  in  commemoration  of  the  six-hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  Swiss  Confederation.  The  Department  declined  to  issue  a special  card  on 
that  occasion.  Flowever,  a committee  interested  in  the  celebration  had  cards  privately 
printed,  and  on  these  the  Department,  in  accordance  with  the  Postmaster  General’s  ruling 
of  September  1907,  ('^^’)  imprinted  stamps  in  the  same  design  as  the  then  current  postal 
adhesives. 


(4C)  See  Journal  No.  17,  page  40. 
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Zumstein  lists(^)  three  Trial  Color  Proofs  of  the  card  commemorating  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  Zurich  cantonal  stamps,  and  refers  to  two  others  which  probably  are 
essays. 

1891.  Riietli  Essay  (Fij?.  04),  desigiied  by  an  artist,  name  unknown,  of  St.  Gall; 

typosi'iil>li€“(l;  etehed-die  imi>ressions  on  slightly  yellowish-white  card- 
board; iinpertorate. 


No. 

382. 

25 

Centimes, 

blue. 

No. 

38^5. 

a5 

Centimes, 

black. 

No. 

384. 

25 

Centimes, 

claret. 

No. 

385. 

25 

Centimes, 

green. 

No. 

38(>. 

25 

Centimes, 

red. 

No. 

387. 

25 

Centimes, 

yellow-orange. 

Note:  Other  colors  are  believed  to  exist. 


1893.  Fiftieth  anniversary  of  Zurich  cantonal  stamps  (not  illustrated).  Xames  of 
designer  and  engi*aver  not  known.  Cameo-pi*inted  stamp  (Pig.  55 
Jonnial  17  p.  41). 

No.  388.  5 Centimes,  red  stanii),  green  inscription,  etc.;  size  190  \ 130  nun. 

No.  389.  5 Centimes,  red  stamp,  steel-blue  inscription,  etc.;  size  140  x 90  mm. 

No.  390.  5 Centimes,  yellow-brown  stamp,  steel-blue  inscription,  etc.;  size  140  x 90 

mm. 

Zumstein (^)  mentions  two  proofs  [essays?*]  of  this  anniversary  issue,  intaglio  printed  in 
* Inserted  by  the  Author. 

grayish-black  from  copper  plates  on  103  x 128  mm.  paper.  One  of  these  depicts  the 
St.  Gotthard  Post  Coach  and  the  other  shows  a border  with  inscription  around  the  stamp. 
From  the  limited  description,  the  author  hazards  a guess  that  these  may  be  impressions 
from  incompleted  dies  or  plates  of  the  approved  card. 


Due  to  topography,  numerous  localities  in  Switzerland  do  not  enjoy  convenient  access 
to  the  organized  postal  facilities.  During  the  century  of  Federal  operation  of  the  posts, 
much  has  been  done  to  alleviate  this  condition.  One  of  the  most  important  steps  in  this 
matter  was  taken  when,  in  1937,  the  Department  introduced  what  it  officially  termed  the 
Automobile  Post  Office,  a motorized  vehicle  fully  equipped  to  furnish  all  types  of  postal 
service,  except  foreign  money  orders.  Radio  telephones  for  public  use  are  included  in  its 
equipment. 

This  vehicle  made  its  debut  at  the  International  Automobile  Show,  held  in  the  Geneva 
Exhibition  Palace  in  1931,  from  March  12th  to  2ist. 

To  propagandize  this  new  instrument  of  postal  service,  “ordinary”  postal  cards,  show- 
ing outside  views  of  the  vehicle,  were  issued.  On  one  of  these  the  view  is  of  the  right  side, 
on  the  other  it  is  of  the  left. 

On  September  5,  1937,  a special  adhesive  stamp  (Scott’s  design  A62),  and  a special 
postal  card  imprinted  with  this  stamp  design,  were  placed  on  sale.  Bernhard  Reber  of  Bern 
is  credited  with  the  design;  the  cards  were  photogravure  printed  by  Buchler  N'  Co.,  of 
Bern.  These  cards,  as  well  as  the  stamps,  are  obtainable  only  from  the  Automobile  Post 
Office  and  the  Philatelic  Agency. 

At  this  writing  there  are  three  such  Automohile  Post  (Offices. 

Neither  essays  nor  proofs  appear  to  he  in  philatelic  ownership. 

Postal  cards  for  official  use  will  be  discussed  under  “Official  Franks.” 


(To  be  continued.) 
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Tlhe  E^P  Society  Catalog  of 
Essays  and  Proofs 

Actually  Seem  by  the  Catalog  Committee 


Clarence  W.  Brazer,  Chairman 
415  Lexington  Ave.,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 


All  essay  and  proof  numbers  are  based  on  Scott’s  Standard  Postage  Stamp  Catalogue 
numbers  with  suffix  of  E for  Essay  and  P for  Proof,  plus  a capital  letter  for  each  design 
and  a small  lower  case  letter  for  varieties.  Illustrations  are  1^/2  natural  size. 

Our  Definitions.  See  Journal  No.  i,  p.  31. 

Color  numbers  are  from  Ridgways  Color  Standards,  with  Brazer’s  color  names.  See 
Journal  No.  i,  p.  34. 

Values  where  given  are  about  20%  above  current  retail  prices.  Pricing  is  relative. 

The  Committee  will  welcome  any  information  as  to  values  of  items  listed  and  submis- 
sions for  listing  and  illustration  of  all  foreign  essays  and  proofs  not  previously  listed 
herein,  and  also  any  U.  S.  essays  and  proofs  not  now  listed  in  Brazer’s  nor  Scott’s  U.  S. 
catalogs.  Submissions  should  be  sent  by  registered  mail  with  self  addressed  and  stamped 
envelope  for  return.  It  is  hoped  that  we  may  gradually  accumulate  a list  of  all  known  in 
private  ownership. 

Identifications  may  be  given  by  number  only,  thus — 87E-A  3 i/i  which  can  be  trans- 
lated into  correct  color  name  by  use  of  chart  on  page  38  of  Journal  No.  i. 

Note — India  paper  when  printed  is  pressed  on  card  board  backing  and  many  impres- 
sions are  found  adhering  to  this  original  cardboard  backing. 

ABBREVIATIONS 


E — Essay 
P — Proof 

TC— Trial  Color  proof 
X — Normal  color  proof 

S — Specimen  overprint,  plus  type 
A,  etc. 

V. — vertical  reading  up 
h. — horizontal 

(1. — diagonal  lower  1.  to  upper  r. 
t. — top 

b.  — bottom 

c.  — center 


1. — left 
r. — right 

1 —  die  print  large  margins 

2 —  die  print  small  margins 

3 —  plate  print  on  India  paper 

4 —  plate  print  on  cardboard 

5 —  plate  print  on  stamp  paper 

imperf 

6 —  plate  print  on  stamp  paper 

perf. 

7—  — plate  print  on  experimental 

paper 


SPECIMEN. 

S-B 

SPECIMEN.  23x3  mm.  with  serifs. 


SPECIMEN. 

S-G 


SPECIMEN. 

S-T> 

SPECIMEN.  23  X 3 mm,  thin  let- 
ters 

SPECIMEN. 

S-E 

SPECIMEN.  23  X 3 mm.  thick  let- 
ters 

SPECIMEN^ 

S-F 

SPECIMEN.  22  X 3 mm.  wide  N. 
with  or  without  period.  From 
fifth  row. 


SPECIMEN.  21  X 25  mm.  low  at 
S and  higher  at  N. 


6?^“^  ' % 

O)  't, 

SJ 

SPECIMEN.  3 mm.  high  in  half 
circle  about  3 4 mm.  inner  di- 
ameter. Said  to  exist  inverted 
to  form  complete  circle.  On  four 
nroofs 
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Nova  Scotia 

l?y  Perkins,  Bacon  & Co. 

1851. 

1TC4.  1 Penny. 

120  subjects  on  plate. 

Trial  color  plate  proof  on  card- 
board .0  4"  thick. 

69  0/5  black  40.00 

69  0/5  block  of  4 200.00 

1TC5  1891.  6 sheets  of  120  printed. 

1 sheet  in  Royal  Philatelic  Society. 

2 sheets  in  Lichtenstein  Collection. 

3 sheets  (360)  available  to  phila- 
telists. 

Trial  color  plate  proof  on  hard 
white  wove  paper  .003"  thick. 

13  m/1  dim  dusky  o-y- 

orange  35.00 

13  m/1  block  of  4 175.00 

2P5.  3 Pence. 

160  subjects  on  plate. 

1891.  6 sheets  printed. 

1 sheet  in  Royal  Philatelic  Society. 

2 sheets  in  Lichtenstein  Collection. 

3 sheets  (480)  available  to  phila- 
telists. 

Plate  proof  on  hard  white  wove 
paper  .003"  thick. 

4 8 m/1  dim  dusky  m.  g-b- 

blue  (N)  22.50 

48  m/1  block  of  4 112.50 

5P5.  ()  Pence. 

160  subjects  on  plate. 

18  91.  6 sheets  printed. 

1 sheet  in  Royal  Philatelic  Society. 

2 sheets  in  Lichtenstein  Collection. 

3 sheets  (480)  available  to  phila- 
telists. 

Plate  proof  on  hard  white  wove 
paper  .0  03"  thick. 

3 9 m/1  dim  dusky  b-green  2 7.50 
39  m/1  block  of  4 137.50 

0Tr4.  1 Shilling. 

160  subjects  on  plate. 

Trial  color  plate  proof  on  card- 
board .014"  thick. 

69  o/5  black  30.00 

69  0/5  block  of  4 150.00 

7TC5.  1891.  6 sheets  printed. 

1 sheet  in  Royal  Philatelic  Society. 

2 sheets  in  Lichtenstein  Collection. 

3 sheets  (480)  available  to  phila- 
telists. 

Trial  color  plate  proof  on  hard 
white  wove  paper  .003"  thick. 

4 9 m/5  gloomy  dusky  blue  3 0.00 

4  9 m/5  block  of  4 15  0.00 

By  Ainei'ican  Bank  Note  Co.,  N.  Y. 
18«0-()3. 

8E-B.  1 Cent. 

Die  No.  95. 

Vignette  engraved  by  Win.  Chorl- 
ton. 

Frame  engraved  by  Capt.  Prud- 
hom  me. 

Large  die  essay  incomplete  (light) 
background  of  vignette. 

On  India  paper  on  card  aliout 


8E-B 

30  X 45  mm. 

69  0/5  black  90.00 

8P1.  Large  die  proof  on  India  paper  on 
card  about  30  x 45  mm. 

69  0/5  black  75.00 

8TC2.  Trial  color  small  die  proof  on 

India  paper. 

4 5 j/3  dismal  v.  deep  b-g- 

blue  50.00 

8TC2a.  18  69?  Trial  color  small  die 

proofs  on  white  bond  paper  .0  04" 
thick.  From  sample  color  sheets, 
see  cover  Journal  No.  5.  (No  dup- 
licate colors  known) 

3 5 k/1  dim  dark  green  45.00 

4 7 n/1  dim  v.  dusky  g-b- 

blue  45.00 

Other  colors  exist. 

b.  18  69?  Trial  color  small  die  proofs 
on  17  g/2  V.  faint  o-yellow  soft 
wove  paper  .0025"  thick.  From 
sample  color  sheets,  see  cover 
Journal  No.  5.  (No  duplicate 


colors  known) 

1 k/0  dark  red  2 0.00 

1 j/1  dim  V.  deep  red  17.50 

li/2  dull  deep  red  15.00 

1 d/4  smoky  pale  red  10.00 

1 i/2  dull  deep  red  15.00 

1 -/2  dull  red  15.00 

1 i/4  smoky  deep  red  15.00 

3 c/1  dim  V.  light  o-red  12.50 

3 h/1  dim  m.  deep  red  12.50 

5 j/1  dim  V.  deep  o-o-red  17.50 

5 k/1  dim  dark  o-o-red  17.50 

5 h/2  dull  m.  deep  o-o-red  15.00 

5 i/2  dull  deep  o-o-red  15.00 

5 k/2  dull  dark  red  12  60 

15  b/2  dull  light  y-orange  10.00 

15  h/1  dim  m.  deep  y- 

orange  12.50 

17  i/0  deep  y-y-orange  17.50 

17  a/2  dull  V.  vivid  y-y- 

orange  12.50 

19  -/I  dim  y-o-yellow  15.00 

21  -/I  dim  o-y-yellow  12.50 

21  -/3  dismal  o-y-yellow  10.00 

45  i/2  dull  deep  b-g-blue  12.50 

49  -/3  dismal  blue  12.50 

4 9 i/3  dismal  deep  blue  15.00 

59  -/2  dull  violet  12.50 

61  l)/3  dismal  light  v-r- 

violet  15.00 
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61 

-/3 

dismal 

v-r-violet 

15.00 

65 

1/3 

dismal 

V.  dark  r-r- 

violet 

17.50 

69 

-/3 

dismal 

r-v-red 

15.00 

69 

b/3 

dismal 

m.  deep  r-v- 

red 

15.00 

69 

i/4 

smoky  deep  r-v-red 

17.50 

69 

i/5 

gloomy 

deep  r-v-red 

10.00 

71 

j/1 

dim  V. 

deep  v-r-red 

17.50 

71 

h/2 

dull  m. 

deep  v-r-red 

15.00 

71 

i/3 

dismal 

deep  v-r-red 

12.50 

other  colors  exist. 

c.  On  37  f/1  dim  faint  g-b-green 


glazed  white  wove  paper  .004" 
thick. 

5 j/1  dim  v-deep  0-0-red  4 0.00 

8TC;5.  Trial  color  plate  proofs  on  India 
paper. 

5 i/0  deep  0-0-red  4.0  0 

5 i/0  blocks  of  4 20.00 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  4.00 

15  i/0  block  of  4 20.00 

33  m/1  dim  dusky  g-y- 

green  4.00 

33  m/1  block  of  4 20.00 

3 5 m/1  dim  dusky  green  4.00 

35  m/1  block  of  4 20.00 

6 3 m/1  dim  dusky  r-violet  4.00 

63  m/1  block  of  4 20.00 

8P3.  69  0/5  black  (N)  5.00 

69  0/5  block  of  4 (N)  25.00 

71  0/5  slate-black  (N)  5.00 

71  0/5  block  of  4 (N)  25.00 

8TC3S-B(1.  Trial  color  plate  proof  on 

India  paper.  Red  S. 

33  m/1  dim  dusky  g-y- 

green  4.0  0 

3 3 m/1  block  of  4 2 0.00 

8TC3S-l)d.  Trial  color  plate  proof  on 

India  paper.  Green  S. 

5 i/0  deep  0-0-red  3.5  0 

5 i/0  block  of  4 17.50 

Red  S. 

3 3 m/1  dim  dusky  g-y- 

green  3.5  0 

3 3 m/1  block  of  4 17.50 

8P3S-I)d.  Plate  proof  on  India  paper, 
Red  S. 

69  0/5  black  (N)  4.00 

69  0/5  block  of  4 (N)  20.00 

8TC3S-E(1.  Trial  color  plate  proof  on 
India  paper.  Green  S. 

3 i/0  deep  o-red  3.50 

3 i/0  block  of  4 17.50 

Red  S. 

33  m/1  dim  dusky  g-y green  3.5  0 

33  m/1  block  of  4 17.50 

8Tr3S-F<l.  Trial  color  plate  proof  on 
India  paper.  Green  S.  Wide  N but 
with  period. 

5 i/0  deep  0-0-red  4.00 


8T(’(i.  Trial  color  proofs  finished  on 
wove  paper  perf.  12.  Probably 
printed  from  plate  illustrated  on 
Journal  No.  5 cover. 

No  duplicate  colors  known, 
a.  Yellowish  gum. 

3 i/2  dull  deep  o-i-ed  50.00 

15  1/1  dim  V.  dark  y-orange  45.00 


21  1/2  dull  V.  dark  o-y-yel- 


low  45.00 

2 5 m/4  smoky  dusky  y-g- 

yellow  50.00 

35  k/1  dim  dark  green  4 5.00 

3 9 k/1  dim  dark  b-green  5 0.00 

41  m/2  dull  dusky  b-b- 

green  45.00 

4 7 n/1  dim  v.  dusky  g-b- 

blue  50.00 

6 5 1/3  dismal  v.  dark  r-r- 

violet  45.00 

1).  Thick  brown  gum. 

15  j/1  dim  V.  deep  y-orange  4 5.00 
17  1/3  dismal  v.  dark  y-y- 

orange  4 5.00 

c.  On  vertically  laid  paper,  yellow 
gum  perf.  12. 

23  1/5  gloomy  v.  dark  yel- 
low-black (N)  50.00 


9E-B.  2 Cents. 

Die  No.  412. 

Vignette  engraved  by  William 
Chorlton. 

Frame  engraved  by  Capt.  Prud- 
homme. 

Die  essay  unfinished,  no  diagonal 
lines  in  background  in  front  of 
face. 

On  India  paper  about  27  x 42  mm. 
with  imprint.  (1  known) 

17  1/3  dismal  v.  dark  y-y- 

orange  125.00 

9TC2g.  18  79.  Trial  color  small  die 
proofs  on  white  proof  paper  .003" 
thick  about  2 3x31  mm.  on  white 
card  about  30  x 4 8 mm.  with  die 
No.  412  and  imprint  below.  (Good- 


all  ) 

5 k/1  dim  dark  0-0-red  85.00 

15  m/2  dull  dusky  y-orange  85.00 

3 7 m/1  dim  dusky  g-b- 

green  8 5.00 

43  m/2  dull  dusky  g-blue  85.00 

71  0/5  slate-black  90.00 
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OTC’:?.  Trial  color  plate  proofs  on  India 


paper. 

13  m/4  smoky  dusky  o-y- 

orange  6.00 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  4.00 

15  i/0  block  of  4 20.00 

J)P3.  Plate  proof  on  India  paper. 

65  j/3  dismal  v.  deep  r-r- 

violet  (N)  5.00 

65  j/3  block  of  4 (N)  25.00 

6 5 k/3  dismal  dark  r-r- 

violet  (N)  5.00 

65  k/3  block  of  4 (N)  25.00 

6 9 i/4  smoky  deep  r-v-red 

(N)  6.00 

69  i/4  block  of  4 (N)  30.00 

9P3S-Bd.  Plate  proof  on  India  paper, 
Red  S. 

69  i/4  smoky  deep  r-v-red  5.00 
69  i/4  block  of  4 25.00 

lOTCl.  5 Cents. 

Die  No.  95B. 

Size  of  die  sinkage  33  x 49  mm. 


Vignette  engraved  by  William 
Chorlton. 

Frame  engraved  by  Capt.  Prud- 


homme. 

Trial  color  large  die  proof  on  India 
paper  die  sunk  on  card. 

69  0/5  black  75.00 

71  0/5  slate-black  75.00 

10TC2.  Trial  color  small  die  proofs  on 
India  paper  stamp  size.  (1  of  each 
color  known) 

3 i/1  dim  deep  o-red  4 0.00 

5 i/0  deep  o-o-red  40.00 

47  n/0  V.  dusky  g-b-blue  4 5.00 


l()TC2g;.  18  79.  Trial  color  small  die 

proofs  on  white  proof  paper  .003" 
thick  about  25  x 3 0 mm.  on  white 
card  about  30  x 46  mm.  with  im- 
print and  die  No.  95B  below. 


(Goodall)  (rare) 

5 k/1  dim  dark  o-o-red  8 5.00 

15  m/2  dull  dusky  y-orange  85.00 

3 7 m/1  dim  dusky  g-b- 

green  85.00 

71  0/5  slate-black  90.00 

1()P2.  4 3m/ 2 dull  dusky  g-blue 

(N)  90.00 

10TC3.  Trial  color  plate  proofs  on 
India  paper. 

13  i/0  deep  o-y-orange  5.00 

13  i/0  block  of  4 25.00 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  4.00 

15  i/0  block  of  4 20.00 

69  0/5  black  6.00 

69  0/5  block  of  4 30.00 

101*3.  Plate  proof  on  India  paper. 

4 7 n/1  dim  v.  dusky  g-b- 

blue  (N)  5.00 

4 8 m/1  dim  dusky  m.  g-b- 

blue  (N)  6.00 

48  m/1  block  of  4 (N)  30.00 

4 8 n/1  dim  v.  dusky  m.  g-b- 

blue  (N)  6.00 

48  n/1  block  of  4 (N)  40.00 


101*3S-B(1.  Plate  proof  on  India  paper. 


Red  S. 

4 8 n/1  dim  v.  dusky  m.  g- 

b-  blue  (N)  5.00 

48  n/1  block  of  4 (N)  25.00 

10TC3S-D(1.  Trial  color  plate  proof  on 
India  paper.  Red  S. 

69  0/5  black  4.50 

69  o/5  block  of  4 22.50 

10TC3S-E(1.  Trial  color  plate  proof  on 
India  paper.  Red  S. 

69  0/5  black  4.50 

69  o/5  block  of  4 22.50 

10P3S-Ecl.  Plate  proof  on  India  paper. 
Red  S. 

4 8 n/1  dim  v.  dusky  m.  g- 

b-blue  (N)  4.50 

48  n/1  block  of  4 (N)  22.50 

llTCl.  8U  Cents. 

Die  No.  121. 


Trial  color  large  die  proof  on  India 
paper. 

69  0/5  black  75.00 

llTC2a.  18  69?  Trial  color  small  die 
proofs  on  white  bond  paper  .004" 
thick.  Printed  from  plate  illus- 
trated on  Journal  No.  5 cover. 
(No  duplicate  colors  known) 

33  j/0  V.  deep  g-y-green  45.00 
3 5 k/1  dim  dark  green  4 5.00 

45  m/1  dim  dusky  b-g-blue  50.00 
Other  colors  exist. 

b.  On  17  g/2  dull  v.  faint  o-yellow 
soft  wove  paper  .002  5"  thick. 
Printed  from  plate  illustrated  on 
Journal  No.  5 cover.  No  duplicate 


colors  known. 

1 d/1  dim  pale  red  12.50 

3 -/2  dull  o-red  12.50 

9 i/2  dull  deep  o-r-orange  10.00 

17  i/0  deep  y-y-orange  17.50 

17  b/3  dismal  light  y-y- 

orange  10.00 

35  b/5  gloomy  light  green  10.00 

59  -/2  dull  violet  12.50 

69  i/5  gloomy  deep  r-v-red  10.00 

72  -/2  dull  v-r-red  12.50 

Other  colors  exist. 


c.  On  21  g/2  dull  v.  faint  o-y-yellow 
wove  paper  .0025"  thick  imperf. 
Possibly  printed  from  plate  illus- 
trated on  Journal  No.  5 cover. 

23  m/5  gloomy  dusky  y-g 
yellow-black  50.00 

g.  18  79.  Trial  color  small  die  proofs 
on  white  proof  paper  .003"  thick 
about  23  X 31  mm.  on  white  card 
about  4 0 X 4 6 mm.  with  imprint 
and  die  No.  121  below.  (Goodall) 
(rare) 

5  k/1  dim  dark  o-o-red  85.00 
15  m/2  dull  dusky  y-orange  85.00 
43  m/2  dull  dusky  g-blue  85.00 
71  0/5  slate-black  90.00 

lll*2,a;.  3 7 m/1  dim  dusky  g-b-green 
(N)  90.00 

1 1TC3.  Trial  color  plate  proofs  on  India 
paper. 
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1 i/1  dim  deep  red  7.50 

13  i/0  deep  o-y-orange  4.5  0 

13  i/0  block  of  4 22.50 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  4.00 

15  i/0  block  of  4 20.00 

69  0/5  black  6.00 

69  0/5  block  of  4 30.00 

111*;?.  3 7 m/1  dim  dusky  g-b-green 

(N)  5.00 

37  m/1  block  of  4 (N)  25.00 

3  9 m/1  dim  dusky  b-green 

(N)  5.00 

39  m/1  block  of  4 (N)  25.00 

1 1I*;?S-1?<I.  Plate  proofs  on  India  paper 
Red  S. 

3  3 m/1  dim  dusky  g-y- 

green  (N)  5.00 

33  m/1  block  of  4 (N)  25.00 

11TC;?S-Dd.  Trial  color  plate  proofs  on 
India  paper,  Green  S. 

5 i/0  deep  0-0-red  3.50 

5 i/0  block  of  4 17.5  0 

Red  S. 

69  0/5  black  4.00 

69  0/5  block  of  4 20.00 

11TC3S-E(1.  Trial  color  plate  proofs  on 
India  paper,  Green  S. 

3 i/0  deep  o-red  3.50 

3 i/0  block  of  4 17.50 

5 i/0  deep  0-0-red  3.50 

5 i/0  block  of  4 17.50 

Red  S. 

69  0/5  black  4.00 

69  0/5  block  of  4 20.00 

11TC3S-D(1.  and  Ed.  in  block  of  4 

Green  S.  block  of  4 20.00 

11TC3S-Fd.  Trial  color  plate  proofs  on 
India  paper.  Wide  N with  period. 
Green  S. 

5 i/0  deep  0-0-red  4.50 


11TC6.  Trial  color  proofs  finished  on 
wove  paper  Perf.  12.  Probably 
printed  from  plate  illustrated  on 
Journal  No.  5 cover.  No  duplicate 
colors  known, 
a.  Yellowish  gum. 


13 

h/1  dim  m.  deep  o-y- 

orange 

50.00 

21 

1/2  dull  V.  dark  o-y-yel- 

low 

45.00 

23 

1/5  gloomy  v.  dark  yel- 

low-black 

50.00 

25 

m/4  smoky  dusky  y-g- 

yellow 

45.00 

35 

m/5  gloomy  dusky 

green-black 

50.00 

39 

k/1  dim  dark  b-green 

50.00 

41 

m/2  dull  dusky  b-b- 

green 

45.00 

47 

n/1  dim  v.  dusky  g-b- 

blue 

45.00 

53 

1/4  smoky  v.  dark  v- 

blue 

45.00 

65 

1/3  dismal  v.  dark  r-r- 

violet 

45.00 

Thick  brown  gum. 

17 

1/3  dismal  v.  dark  y-y- 

orange 

50.00 

12Tri.  10  Cents. 

Trial  color  large  die  proof  on  India 
paper. 

69  0/5  black  75.00 

12TC;?.  Trial  color  plate  proofs  on  India 
paper. 

1 i/1  dim  deep  red  6.00 

1 i/1  block  of  4 30.00 

13  m/2  dull  dusky  o-y- 

orange  6.00 

13  m/2  block  of  4 30.00 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  4.00 

15  i/0  block  of  4 20.00 

3 5 m/1  dim  dusky  green  5.00 

3 5 m/1  block  of  4 25.00 

4 8 1/1  dim  v.  dark  m.  g-b- 

blue  6.00 

48  1/1  block  of  4 30.00 

4  8 m/1  dim  dusky  m.  g-b- 

blue  6.00 

48  m/1  block  of  4 30.00 

69  m/5  dusky-black  5.00 

69  m/5  block  of  4 2 5.00 

69  0/5  black  6.00 

69  0/5  block  of  4 30.00 

121*;?.  3 h/0  m.  deep  o-red  (N)  6.00 

3 h/0  block  of  4 (N)  30.00 

5 -/O  0-0-red  (N)  6.00 

5 -/O  block  of  4 (N)  30.00 

5 i/0  deep  0-0-red  (N)  5.00 

5 i/0  block  of  4 (N)  25.00 

12TC;?S-I?d.  Trial  color  plate  proofs  on 
India  paper.  Red  S. 

69  0/5  black  5.00 

69  0/5  block  of  4 25.00 

12TC3S-Dd.  Trial  color  plate  proofs  on 
India  paper.  Red  S. 

6  9 m/5  dusky  black  4.00 

69  m/5  block  of  4 20.00 

69  0/5  black  4.00 

69  0/5  block  of  4 20.00 

Gilt  S. 

69  0/5  black  6.00 

69  0/5  block  of  4 30.00 

12TC;?S-E(1.  Trial  color  plate  proofs  on 
India  paper.  Red  S. 

69  0/5  black  4.00 

69  0/5  block  of  4 20.00 

12r;?S-Ed.  Green  S. 

5 i/0  deep  0-0-red  (N)  4.5  0 

5 i/0  block  of  4 (N)  22.50 

12TC;?S-Fd.  Trial  color  plate  proofs  on 
India  paper.  Wide  N with  period. 
Red  S. 

69  0/5  black  5.00 

13P1.  121^  Cents. 

Die  No.  94. 

Size  of  die  sinkage  over  42  x 43 
mm. 


Large  die  proof  on  India  paper  on 
card. 

69  0/5  black  75.00 

71  0/5  slate-black  75.00 

i;?TC2<»'.  187  9.  Trial  color  small  die 

proof  on  white  proof  paper  .003" 
thick  about  23  x 31  mm.  on  white 
card  about  38  x 47  mm.  with  im- 
print and  die  No.  9 4 below.  (Good- 
all)  (rare) 
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5 k/l  dim  dark  o-o-red  85.00 
15  m/2  dull  dusky  y-orange  8 5.00 
3 7 m/1  dim  dusky  g-b- 

green  8 5.00 

43  m/2  dull  dusky  g-blue  85.00 

71  0/5  slate-black  (N)  90.00 

13T(’3.  Trial  color  plate  proofs  on  India 
paper. 

3 h/0  ni.  deep  o-red  4.00 

3 h/0  block  of  4 20.00 

5 h/0  m.  deep  o-o-red  4.00 

5 h/0  block  of  4 20.00 

13  i/0  deep  o-y-orange  5.00 

13  i/0  block  of  4 25.00 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  4.0  0 

15  i/0  block  of  4 20.00 

3 3 m/1  dim  dusky  g-y- 

green  4.00 

33  m/1  block  of  4 20.00 

3 3 n/1  dim  v.  dusky  g-y- 

green  4.00 

33  n/1  block  of  4 20.00 

131*;?.  6 9 m/5  dusky  black  5.00 

69  m/5  block  of  4 25.00 

69  0/5  black  5.00 

69  o/5  block  of  4 25.00 


71  0/5  slate-black  5.00 

71  o/5  block  of  4 25.00 

i;?TCS-B(l.  Trial  color  plate  proofs  on 
India  paper.  Green  S. 

5 i/0  deep  o-o-red  5.00 

5 i/0  Ijlock  of  4 25.00 

i;?TC;?S-l)d.  Trial  color  plate  proofs  on 
India  paper.  Green  S. 

5 i/0  deep  o-o-red  3.50 

5 i/0  block  of  4 17.50 

i;?P3S-l)(l.  6 9 0/5  black  4.0  0 

69  0/5  block  of  4 20.00 

1;?TC;?S-Ed.  Trial  color  plate  proofs  on 
India  paper.  Green  S. 

5 i/0  deep  o-o-red  3.50 

5 i/0  block  of  4 17.50 

Red  S. 

31  m.l  dim  dusky  y-green  3.5  0 
31  m/1  block  of  4 17.50 

13P3S-Ed.  Red  S. 

69  0/5  l)lack  4.00 

69  0/5  l)lock  of  4 20.00 

i;?TC3-Fd.  Trial  color  plate  proofs  on 
India  paper.  Wide  N with  period. 
Red  S. 

31  m/1  dim  dusky  y-green  4.5  0 


(Catalog  to  be  continued.) 


The  19ith  Century  Postage  Stamps 

The  United  States 


By  Lester  G.  Brookman 
A Review  by  the  Editor. 


This  monumental  work  in  two  volumes  of  over  300  pages  each  is  elaborately  and  excellently  illustrated 
and  well  indexed,  t'olume  I (price  $3.00)  covers  the  1847  to  1867  issues,  and  t’olume  II  (price  $3.00) 
the  1869  to  1898  issues,  with  chapters  on  the  proofs  and  special  printings  of  all  issues.  Published  by  H.  L. 
Lindquist,  2 W.  46th  St.,  New  York;  price  for  both  volumes  $10.00. 

Lester  G.  Brookman  has  performed  a great  service  to  philatelists  interested  in  U.  S. 
XIX  Century  Stamps  by  compiling  into  these  two  volumes  his  previous  hooks,  “The  1847 
Issue  of  United  States  Stamps,”  “Notes  on  the  Grilled  Issues  of  the  United  States,”  and 
“7'he  Bank  Note  Issues  of  1879-1893,”  with  revisions  and  considerable  new  matter  on  all 
issues  from  1847  to  1900.  He  has  gathered  together  the  writings  of  previous  students  such 
as  John  N.  Luff,  Dr.  Carroll  Chase,  Elliott  Perry,  Stanley  B.  Ashhrook,  Clarence  W. 
Brazer,  George  B.  Sloane,  James  H.  Baxter,  Philip  H.  Ward,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  W.  L.  Bab- 
cock, to  mention  a few,  some  of  whom  contributed  portions  of  Mr.  Brookman’s  former 
hooks.  IVIuch  Avritten  by  these  students  is,  with  permission  of  the  authors,  culled  verbatim 
with  illustrations  from  previously  published  works  on  more  detailed  studies.  These  two 
volumes  therefore  make  available  in  one  hook  the  important  parts  of  the  best  students’ 
writings  in  many  publications,  with  Mr.  Brookman’s  opinions  attempting  to  evaluate  them, 
with  a few  of  which  we  do  not  agree. 

It  seems  to  us  that  too  much  space  (6  pages)  is  given  to  the  unimportant,  conjectural 
and  somewhat  misinformed  discussion  as  to  the  metal  used  for  the  1847  plates,  when  the 
final  proof  is  given  by  a letter  of  March  20,  1847  from  the  stamp  producers  that  they 
would  he  of  steel,  as  had  been  successfully  argued  by  Clarence  W.  Brazer  in  the  January. 
1939  (collectors  (Huh  Philatelist . It  is  hardly  fair  to  thus  expose  the  students  who  were 
wrong,  and  the  author’s  early  disagreement  with  that  argument  weakens  his  story.  In  1854 
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a new  circular  of  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  & Edson  was  published  hy  Dr.  Brazer,  in  which 
R.  W.  H.  & E.  reduced  the  number  of  impressions  guaranteed  in  1853  on  copper  from  3000 
to  only  2000,  showing  that  their  1853  circular  was  an  overstatement.  Should  anyone 
question  the  finality  of  this  proof,  it  is  clinched  by  another  1851  letter  from  R.  W.  H.  & E. 
to  the  Canadian  P.  O.  D.  recently  published  in  Boggs’  book  on  Canada,  in  w’hich  they 
offered  to  make  the  Canadian  stamps  on  engraved  steel  plates,  the  same  as  they  were  using 
for  the  United  States  stamps. 

We  are  sorry  not  to  find  that  Mr.  Brookman  has  noticed  the  exceptional  work  of 
Karl  Burroughs  on  the  1847  5c  plating  varieties  of  over  fifty  positions  as  published  in  the 
Collectors  Club  Philatelist  and  the  Essay  Proof  Journal.  Some  excellent  drawfings  are 
illustrated  of  5c  plate  varieties  by  Stanley  B.  Ashbrook. 

Some  1 10  pages  are  devoted  to  the  1851-60  issues;  many  of  the  handsome  one  cent 
cuts  have  been  reproduced  from  S.  B.  Ashbrook’s  books  on  this  stamp.  As  to  the  1861 
Premiere  Gravure  24c  dark  violet  and  30c  red-orange,  Mr.  Brookman  believes  they  wfill 
increase  in  value  w^hen  transferred  by  Scott’s  U.  S.  Catalogue  from  the  stamp  section,  where 
they  are  wrongly  placed,  to  the  proof  section.  Scott  does  not  include  an  essay  section  for 
the  ic,  3c,  5c,  I2C,  and  90c,  wdiich  are  listed  by  Brazer’s  Essay  Catalog.  The  grilled  issues 
of  1867-1869  are  most  extensively  discussed  and  illustrated  on  75  pages. 

Volume  II  covers  the  1869  to  1900  issues,  excellently  illustrating  the  1870  grilled 
stamps  and  the  differences  betw^een  the  1870  National  stamps  and  the  1873  Continental 
stamps  wfith  “secret”  or  “cancellation”  marks  etched  on  the  dies  by  the  National  Bank  Note 
Co.  before  the  dies  w'ere  returned  to  the  P.  O.  D.,  according  to  a quoted  letter  discovered 
by  Clarence  W.  Brazer.  The  1890,  1893  Columbian  and  1898  issues  are  illustrated  wfith 
very  large  cuts  made  from  die  proofs.  Some  of  the  illustrations  are  from  Clarence 
Brazer’s  articles  in  the  1939  Collectors  Club  Philatelist , though  not  credited  by  VIr. 
Brookman.  Comparison  clearly  shows  that  the  1894  Type  II  stamps  are  from  transfers  of 
the  1890  issue  high  values,  all  of  which  dies  contained  this  interruption  of  the  colorless  oval 
by  the  circles  about  the  numerals.  These  lines  w’ere  cut  off  the  transfer  roll  before  trans- 
ferring the  Type  I plates. 

Chapter  XVII,  “United  States  Postage  Essays  and  Proofs,”  w-as  specially  rewritten 
for  VIr.  Brookman’s  book  from  a previous  paper  for  the  First  Philatelic  Congress  by 
Clarence  W.  Brazer.  Mr.  Brookman  adds  an  extensive  check  list  of  existing  normal  color 
and  trial  color  proofs  and  Specimen  stamps  compiled  from  Scott’s  Catalogue  and  other 
sources.  We  are  pleased  to  see  this  list  included  in  these  books.  They  should  be  very 
helpful  to  collectors  who  w^ant  to  include  them  to  complete  the  whole  story  of  their  stamps. 
This  chapter  fills  20  pages  of  Volume  II,  and  our  readers  should  find  it  very  helpful. 

Mr.  Brookman  has  given  serious  consideration  to  his  “Suggestions  for  a New  Catalog 
System”  in  Chapter  XVIII.  He  has  wmrked  out  a complete  re-numbering  from  1847  to 
1900,  using  232  consecutive  numbers  instead  of  the  present  293.  He  retains  as  major 
numbers,  all  types  of  design,  including  the  small  varieties  of  the  1851  issue,  which  w'e  believe 
should  he  given  minor  letters,  but  he  transfers  some  of  the  present  wrongly  included  proofs 
such  as  Nos.  61,  66,  74  to  the  Proof  Section  of  the  U.  S.  Catalogue,  wfith  which  we  thor- 
oughly agree.  However,  there  is  no  section  in  Scott’s  for  the  essays  56,  57,  59,  62.  which  it 
W’ould  be  better  to  drop  completely  from  the  catalog  of  stamps. 

Perhaps  Mr.  Brookman’s  best  suggestion  is  to  give  all  reproductions,  reprints,  reissues 
and  special  printings  added  “SP”  letters  to  the  major  numbers  of  the  same  stamp  designs, 
and  place  them  in  a separate  section  of  the  Catalogue.  We  believe  it  would  be  better  to 
give  them  a minor  letter,  such  as  “r”  for  reprint  or  reproduction,  and  list  them  as  minor 
varieties  of  the  major  number  stamps.  Beginners  might  not  know^  where  to  look  for  a 
special  section  elsewhere  in  the  Catalogue  but  everyone  could  find  the  minor  variety  if 
listed  under  the  major  numbers. 

Every  collector  of  U.  S.  XPY  Century  stamps  should  own  this  book. 
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Report  of  Auction  Sales  of  Proofs 

Auctioneers  desiring  their  sales  reported  should  send  prices  realized  to  the  Editor. 

We  call  cataloguers’  attention  to  the  importance  of  illustrating  all  essays  which 
are  not  referred  to  illustrated  catalogs,  so  that  bidders  may  know  designs. 


Billig  & Rich,  X.  Y.  Sale,  Jamiaiy  29,  1948. 

United  States 


1908 

1845 


1879 

1869 


10c  dusky  blue  wood  block  die  essay  signed  by  Whitney  Warren, 

Architect  designer E7E-D  102.50 

5c  dark  blue  N.  Y.  Postmaster  reprint.  No.  4 in  plate,  on  bond  paper 

9X1TC5  21.00 

5c  black  on  bluish  N.  Y.  Postmaster  reprint.  No.  1 in  plate,  on  bond 

paper 9X1TC5  23.50 

5c  green  N.  Y.  Postmaster  reprint,  No.  9 in  plate,  on  bond  paper 

9X1TC5  23.00 

5c  black  N.  Y.  Postmaster  reprint.  No.  3 in  plate,  on  thin  white  paper 

9C1TC5  27.75 

5c  brown  N.  Y.  Postmaster  reprint  on  bond  paper 9X1TC5  20.00 

5c  orange  red  N.  Y.  Postmaster  reprint  on  bond  paper 9X1TC5  20.00 

Ic  to  5 0c  brown  Postage  Due  plate  proofs  on  India,  cut  close  and 

36.00 

24.00 

24.00 

25.00 

25.00 

24.00 

25.00 


mounted J1-J7P3 


V2  oz.  green  Int.  Rev.  Class  3 2c  Manufactured  Tobacco,  die  proof  by 

Cont.  B.  N.  Co 

% oz.  black  Int.  Rev.  Class  3 2c  Manufactured  Tobacco,  die  proof  by 

Cont.  B.  N.  Co 

4 oz.  black  Int.  Rev.  Class  16c  Manufactured  Tobacco,  die  proof  by 

Cont.  B.  N.  Co 

4 oz.  green  Int.  Rev.  Class  16c  Manufactured  Tobacco,  die  proof  by 

Cont.  B.  N.  Co 

2 oz.  black  Int.  Rev.  Class  16c  Manufactured  Tobacco,  die  proof  by 

Cont.  B.  N.  Co 

8 oz.  black  Int.  Rev.  Class  16c  Manufactured  Tobacco,  die  proof  by 

Cont.  B.  N.  Co 

Ic  plus  Ic  reply  Postal  Card  Essay  by  National  Bank  Note  Co. 

UY50EII  17.50 

H.  R.  Hanner  Ltd..  London  Sale,  February  9,  10,  1948. 

Canada 

1851  Ip  mauve  plate  essay  Victoria  on  white  wove  paper laE-Ab  68.00 

Ip  green  plate  essay  Colony  of  Canada  on  white  wove  paper  . .IbE-Ab  72.00 
Ip  brown  plate  essay  Colony  of  Canada  on  white  wove  paper  IbE-Ab  60.00 
6p  mauve  plate  essay  Viking  head  on  white  wove  paper  . . . . 2E-Ac  84.00 
3p  deep  0-0-red  plate  proof  on  India  paper,  bottom  imprint  strip  of  3 

1P3  200.00 

1864  2c  green  trial  color  plate  proof,  superb  horizontal  pair  20TC3  21.00 

Gold  Coast 

1908  Ip  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  white  glazed  card  dated  “21  FEB  08” 

“BEFORE  HARDENING” 66TC1  50.00 

Great  Britain 

1887-92  2p  black  die  essay  without  values  on  white  glazed  card  ..130E-C  31.00 

2s  6p  black  trial  color  plate  proof  on  thin  paper,  imperf.  corner  copy 

173TC5  36.00 

XcAv  South  Wales 

1854  green  1902  (?)  Victoria  Vignette  P.  B.  & Co.  on  large  die  sunk  on 

white  paper 23E-Ab  7.00 

black  1902  (?)  Victoria  vignette  P,  B.  & Co.  on  large  die  sunk  on  white 

paper 23E-Ab  7.00 

brown  1902  (?)  Victoria  vignette  P.  B.  & Co.  on  large  die  sunk  on 

pink  paper 23E-Ah  S.OO 
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Now  Zealand 


1915  %p  green  plate  proof  on  thin  buff  paper,  imperf.  pair 144P7 

2p  black  trial  color  plate  proof  on  w’m’k  paper  Star  NZ,  perf.  pair 

146TC6 

1926  Ip  gray-black  trial  color  plate  proof,  imperf.  pair  184TC5 


Sierra  Leone 

1860  6p  black  trial  color  small  die  proof  on  glazed  card  2TC2 

1896  6p  dull  mauve  and  green  essay  with  hand  painted  “SIERRA  LEONE” 

on  white  paper 4 2E-D 

6p  dull  mauve  and  carmine  essay  with  hand  painted  “SIERRA 

LEONE”  on  white  paper  42E-D 

6p  dull  mauve  and  black  essay  with  hand  painted  “SIERRA  LEONE” 

on  white  paper  42E-D 

6p  dull  mauve  and  orange  essay  with  hand  painted  “SIERRA  LEONE” 

on  white  paper  42E-D 

6p  dull  mauve  and  ultramarine  essay  with  hand  painted  “SIERRA 

LEONE”  on  white  paper  42E-D 

6p  dull  mauve  and  slate  essay  with  hand  painted  “SIERRA  LEONE” 

on  w'hite  paper  42E-D 

6p  dull  mauve  and  brown  essay  with  hand  painted  “SIERRA  LEONE” 

on  white  paper 42E-D 

6p  green  and  black  essay  with  hand  painted  “SIERRA  LEONE”  on 

white  paper  42E-D 

6p  green  and  ultramarine  essay  with  hand  painted  “SIERRA  LEONE” 

on  white  paper 42E-D 

6p  green  and  carmine  essay  with  hand  painted  “SIERRA  LEONE” 

on  white  paper 42E-D 

£1  purple  essay  with  hand  painted  “SIERRA  LEONE”  on  red  w’m’k 
CA 46E-D 


Union  of  South  Africa 


1913 


21/^p  ultramarine  plate  proof  on  w’m’k  177  paper  imperf 6P5 

21/^p  black  and  violet  trial  color  plate  proof  on  w’m’k  177  paper 

imperf 6TC5 

21/^p  purple  and  blue  trial  color  plate  proof  on  w’m’k  177  paper 

imperf 6TC5 

2i^p  in  7 different  colors  trial  color  plate  proof  on  w’m’k  177  paper 

imperf 6TC5 


H.  R.  Harnier  Ltd.,  London  Sale,  February  23,  24,  1948. 

This  catalog  is  much  improved  with  symbols,  but  no  E for  Essay  or 
Proof  as  used  in  the  very  fine  N.  Y.  Catalogs. 


Egypt 


18  79  Ip  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  glazed  card,  “Nov.  23,  187  8”  “Before 

Hardening” 36TC1 

1888  Im  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  glazed  card,  “27  Jul.  87”  “Before 

Hardening” 43TC1 

2m  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  glazed  card,  “27  Jul.  87”  “After 

Striking” 44TC1 

5m  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  glazed  card,  “5  Mar.  1897”  “Before 

Striking”  45TC1 

5m  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  glazed  card,  “12  Mar.  1847”  “After 

Striking” 45TC1 

2m  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  glazed  card,  “9  Jul.  07”  “Before 
Hardening”  with  ms  notation  “Rectified  Die,  left  hand  side 

pyramid  lightened”  44TC1 

1906  4m  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  glazed  card,  “18  Apr.  99”  “After 

Hardening”  (seven  years  prior  to  issue)  49TC1 

5p  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  glazed  card,  “18  Aug.  04”  “After 

Striking” 45TC1 

1914  Im  to  2 00m  set  of  10  normal  color  plate  proofs,  imperf.,  without 

w’m’k 5 0-5  9P5 


6.00 

8.00 

10.00 

40.00 

64.00 

60.00 

64.00 

60.00 

64.00 

60.00 
56.00 

56.00 

60.00 

56.00 
120.00 

64.00 

60.00 

64.00 
280.00 

P for 

31.00 

36.00 

31.00 

34.00 

40.00 

40.00 

37.75 

40.00 

20.00 


I lO 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal 


Great  IJritain 

1840  Ip  black  Prince  Consort  essay  with  Archer,  perf.  16  laE6  96.00 

1841  Ip  red-brown  plate  essay  without  letters  in  corners  and  voided  u.  r. 

cor 3E-D  19.00 

1858  2p  blue  plate  proof  on  card  from  Plate  9,  iinperf 29P4  16.00 

18  80  i/^p  orange-brown,  gray,  two  trial  color  plate  proofs,  on  Crown  w’ln’k 

paper,  perf 78TC6  20.00 

1881  Ip  nine  different  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  crown  w’m’k  paper,  perf. 

88TC6  124.00 

1883  10s  black  trial  color  die  proof  on  glazed  card,  “19  JUN.  83”  “Be- 
fore Hardening”  107TC1  33.00 

1%P  eight  different  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  Crown  w’m’k  paper, 

perf 99TC6  112.00 

IV2V  two  different  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  tinted  paper,  perf.  99TC6  21.00 

IV2V  I’ose,  dull  purple  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  Crown  w’m’k  paper, 

imperf 99TC5  21.00 

2p  nine  different  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  Crown  w’m’k  paper,  perf. 

100TC6  124.00 

2p  lilac  plate  proof  on  Crown  w’m’k  paper,  imperf 100P5  10.50 

2^/^p  eight  different  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  Crown  w’m’k  paper, 

perf 101TC6  100.00 

2 44p  two  different  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  tinted  paper,  perf. 

101TC6  21.00 

2%p  two  different  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  Crown  w’m’k’  paper, 

imperf 101TC5  21.00 

3p  eight  different  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  Crown  w’m’k  paper,  perf. 

102TC6  96.00 

3p  two  different  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  tinted  paper,  perf.  102TC6  20.00 

3p  two  different  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  Crown  w’m’k  paper,  imperf. 


102TC5  21.00 

1911  Ip  rose-red  die  B plate  proof,  imperf.  horizontal  pair  147P5  16.00 

Ip  deep  geranium  trial  color  plate  proof  on  Crown  w’m’k  paper,  perf 

147TC6  16.00 

1912  Ip  deep  geranium  trial  color  plate  proof,  o.  g 154TC  16.00 


Ip  red  eight  different  shade  trial  color  plate  proofs  on  w’m’k  paper, 
perf.,  o.  g.,  with  chart  giving  official  and  unofficial  color  names 

154TC6  116.00 

8p  red-brown  trial  color  plate  proof  on  w’m’k  paper,  imperf.  . 16  9TC5  21.00 

Newtouiidlaiid 

1911  Ic  to  15c  black  set  of  11  plate  proofs  in  superb  marginal  blocks  of  4 

104-114TC  184.00 


1923  5c  green  trial  color  plate  proof,  imperf 135TC5  35.00 

1928  4c  rose-purple  (N)  die  proof 148P1  50.00 

1931  15c  red-brown  Air  Mail  die  proof C6P1  8 4.00 

1932  1.00  dark  blue  Wayzata  repudiated  plate  essay,  mint  sheet  of  2 0 

C12aE6  33.00 

2c  grey-black  trial  color  plate  proof,  block  of  4 213TC  66.00 

5c  deep  violet  plate  proof,  block  of  4 216P  84.00 

7c  blue  plate  proof,  block  of  4 217P  70.00 

24c  violet-brown  plate  proof,  block  of  4 224P  70.00 


Call  for  Aeeual  Meeting  of  Society 

As  directed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  on  April  14,  1948,  I hereby  call  the  Annual 
Meeting  or  Convention,  and  announce  it  as  required  by  the  Society’s  By-Laws. 

The  Annual  Meeting  for  1948  shall  he  held  at  the  Collectors  Club,  New  York,  N.  V., 
on  Saturday,  June  5,  1948,  opening  at  i P.  M.  and  continuing  until  all  business  which  may 
lawfully  come  before  this  meeting  shall  have  been  transacted.  The  meeting  may  he 
recessed  for  such  periods  as  may  he  deemed  advisable  during  its  continuance. 

I'he  election  of  Directors  to  replace  those  whose  terms  expire,  and  such  other  business 
as  is  provided  for  in  Article  111  of  the  Society’s  By-Laws,  shall  constitute  the  agenda. 

Stephen  G.  Rich,  St'cretnry 


The  Essay  Proof  Journal 


I I I 


Comoiemoratiing  100  Years  of  the  Telegraph  in  Austria 


This  illustration,  which  is  enlarged  to  1^2  actual  size,  is  from  a hlack  proof  on  white 
glazed  paper  mounted  on  a circular  printed  in  German  announcing  the  issue  of  a 40g  red- 
violet  stamp  early  in  November,  1947.  The  interesting  stamp  is  signed  by  the  designer 
H ans  Strohofer  and  by  the  engraver  Herbert  Toni  Schimek.  Telegraph  service  in  Austria 
was  commenced  on  September  8,  1847. 


In  Meiiioriam 

Frank  D.  Collins,  E.  P.  S.  259 
1879  - 1948 

Frank  D.  Collins  was  born  October  22,  1879,  and  had  been  a member  of  the  American 
Philatelic  Society  for  well  over  thirty  years,  and  of  the  Essay  Proof  Society  since  July, 
1944.  In  that  time  he  had  made  a host  of  philatelic  friends  and  was  active  in  philatelic 
circles  in  St.  Louis,  Gary  and  Chicago.  He  was  connected  for  over  forty  years  with  the 
American  Bridge  Company,  as  an  engineer,  at  St.  Louis  and  Gary.  He  retired  in  1944  and 
moved  to  Florida,  but  it  was  too  far  away,  and  they  moved  to  St.  Louis  a year  or  more 
ago,  to  be  nearer  their  daughter  and  grandchildren. 

He  passed  away  suddenly  on  January  i6th  from  a heart  attack.  A wife,  daughter  and 
grandchildren  survive. 

Frank  had  more  time  to  devote  to  philatelic  research,  after  his  retirement,  and  had 
become  the  outstanding  authority  on  U.  S.  Air  Mail  envelopes,  regarding  wTich  he  had 
published  several  articles  recently,  in  the  American  Philatelist,  Stamps,  Philately  and  the 
Essay  Proof  Journal.  He  was  a painstaking  and  persistent  student  and  followed  every 
information  clue  until  he  found  the  right  answer.  He  was  responsible  for  discovering  and 
developing  a detailed  description  of  the  eleven  sub-varieties  of  the  6c  orange  air  mail 
envelope.  At  CIPEX,  last  May,  his  exhibit  of  circular  die  envelopes  won  an  award. 

His  philatelic  monument  will  he  the  air  mail  envelope  section  in  Scott’s  Specialized 
Catalog  in  1949,  over  which  he  has  most  patiently  and  effectively  labored,  submitting  it 
again  and  again  to  his  philatelic  co-workers.  It  was  finally  approved  by  members  of  the 
catalog  committee  of  the  U.  S.  E.  S.,  and  submitted  to  Gordon  Harmer  last  December. 
Little  did  any  of  us  realize  that  it  was  to  he  the  closing  chapter  of  his  philatelic  endeavors. 

His  zeal  and  patience  stand  as  an  example  that  other  students  will  do  well  to  follow. 


Thomas  D.  Perrv 
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Tlie  National  Society  of  Aiatograpli  Collectors 

Announcement  has  been  made  of  the  organization  of  the  National  Society  of  Autograph  Collectors,  for 
collectors  of  manuscripts,  documents,  letters,  autographs  and  covers  franked  with  autographs  which  some  of 
our  members  collect.  The  aims  of  the  society  are  “To  encourage  the  meeting  of  autograph  collectors,  to 
stimulate  and  aid  them  in  their  various  collecting  specialties,  and  to  facilitate  the  exchange  of  information  and 
knowledge  among  collectors  and  scholars.”  It  will  publish  a (juarterly  magazine,  to  be  edited  by  E.  B.  Long, 
4043  N.  Green  view  Ave.,  Chicago,  journalist  and  collector,  who  will  also  act  as  secretary.  ^Membership 
dues,  including  subscription  to  the  magazine,  will  be  $5  per  year. 


Reports  of  Chapter  Meetings 

New  York  Cliapter  No.  1 


Julian  Gros,  Chairman. 


Robert  K.  Holton,  Secretary. 


Meeting  of  January  28,  1948.  IMembers  present;  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Brazer,  Brooks,  Bruns, 

Ehrenberg,  Gros,  Holton,  Aleurer,  Morris,  Phipps,  Smeltzer,  Wray,  and  Zervas. 

Franklin  Bruns,  Jr.,  exhibited  his  outstanding  collection  of  Essays  and  Proofs  of  Liberia  w'hich  won 
First  Award  in  the  Foreign  Section  of  Essays  and  Proofs  at  the  recent  American  Philatelic  Congress.  The 
collection  was  unusually  well  documented  with  photographs  and  sketches  used  in  preparing  essays,  official 
post  office  notices,  and  other  correspondence  relating  to  the  preparation  of  the  various  issues.  A departure 
from  the  usual  method  of  preparing  die  proofs  was  noted  in  that  many  were  printed  on  gummed  stamped 
paper,  and  in  some  cases  the  printers,  E.  A.  Wright  & Co.  of  Philadelphia,  had  used  sewing  machine  perfora- 
tions to  make  the  proofs  simulate  the  stamps  as  ultimately  issued. 

One  of  the  many  outstanding  items  displayed  was  the  iMatilda  Newport  commemorative  issue,  which 
has  a lithographed  vignette  and  an  engraved  frame.  Initial  wash  drawing  essays,  revised  design  sketches, 
trial  color  proofs,  die  proofs,  and  a photograph  of  an  essay  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  were 
included.  The  Roosevelt,  Harbour  Project,  U.  S.  Stamp  Centenary,  and  the  Liberia  Centenary  Issues 
were  also  well  represented.  The  material  was  entirely  new  to  many  members,  was  well  mounted,  and 
described  in  an  interesting  manner. 

Chairman  Gros  announced  the  recent  addition  to  the  Society  Library  of  two  volumes,  “The  Bechuana- 
lands.  History  of  the  Country  and  Postal  History,”  and  “Handstruck  Letter  Stamps  of  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  the  Postmarks.”  These  volumes  are  the  generous  gift  of  the  author,  Adrian  A.  Jurgens  of  Cape  Town, 
South  Africa,  and  are  autographed  by  him. 

Clarence  Brazer  then  showed  a collection  of  American  Bank  Note  Co.  progress  essays  and  die  proofs  of 
the  1943  and  other  issues  of  China,  some  being  partly  engraved  with  typographed  flags  in  colors  and  some 
entirely  engraved.  He  also  included  some  die  proofs  of  Liberia,  Panama  and  Central  and  South  American 
countries,  including  air  mail  proofs. 

A report  was  made,  and  a photograph  shown,  by  Julian  Blanchard  of  a recent  important  find  In  the 
New  York  Public  Library.  This  was  a die  proof  of  the  Franklin  portrait  used  on  the  U.  S.  1847  5c 
stamp,  found  in  the  Durand  collection  of  the  engraver’s  own  reserved  proofs  which  had  been  presented  to 
the  Library  in  1899;  further  evidence  that  Asher  B.  Durand  was  the  engraver  of  this  portrait.  [See  Dr. 
Blanchard’s  article  in  this  number  of  the  Journal.  Ed.] 


Meeting  of  February  ii,  1948.  IMembers  present,  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Brazer,  Brooks,  Gros,  Morris, 
Rasmussen,  Wray:  visitors,  James  IMIller,  and  Charles  Rosell  of  Albany. 

The  Chairman  reported  on  the  matter  of  having  our  Essay  Proof  Journals  bound,  arrangements  for 
this  on  favorable  terms  having  been  made  with  a bookbinding  concern  through  the  cooperation  of  Paul  Bluss. 

Clarence  Brazer  called  attention  to  the  forthcoming  Exhibition  of  the  Pottstown,  Pa.,  Stamp  Club  to  be 
held  April  23,  24  and  25,  and  suggested  that  some  of  our  Chapter  members  enter  Essay  and  Proof  ex- 
hibits there  if  possible.  He  also  showed  a photostat  copy  of  a rare  and  early  (1848)  Rawdon,  Wright, 
Hatch  & Edson  circular  received  from  our  fellow  member  D.  O.  Barrett  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  the  original 
having  been  recently  discovered  by  IMr.  Barrett.  This  appeared  some  five  years  earlier  than  those  hitherto 
known  dated  1833  and  1834,  one  of  which  is  illustrated  in  the  Collectors  Club  Philatelist  for  January, 
1939-  An  interesting  point  about  these  circulars  is  the  3000  impressions  guaranteed  from  a copper  plate, 
the  number  being  progressively  reduced  for  the  successive  editions  of  the  circular,  showing  the  result  of  their 
experience  with  such  plates.  In  the  1833  circular  this  was  down  to  3000  before  retouching  and  2000 
after  retouching,  as  contrasted  with  30,000  and  23,000  for  steel;  and  in  1834  the  number  guaranteed  was 
reduced  to  only  2000  impressions  before  retouching. 

The  main  exhibit  of  the  evening  was  by  Dr.  Brazer,  who  showed  two  volumes  from  his  large 
reference  collection  of  U.  S.  1831  Essays  and  Proofs.  Many  rare  and  even  unique  Items  were  shown,  in- 
cluding original  die  proofs,  trial  colors,  original  plate  proofs,  some  on  stamp  paper,  specimens,  the  .Atlanta 
trial  color  printings,  1873  reprints  on  India  paper  and  on  card,  some  in  blocks,  die  essays  on  glazed  paper 
from  the  A.  B.  N.  Co.  Directors’  albums,  and  all  the  known  essays.  In  his  talk  Dr.  Brazer  pointed  out 
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that  many  of  our  early  United  States  stamps  are  not  done  entirely  by  pure  line  engravini;,  but  by  a com- 
bination of  hand  line  ene:ravine:  and  acid  wash  etching  of  shades  and  backgrounds  of  vignettes,  this  method 
adding  much  to  their  beauty  through  the  pleasing  contrasts  and  distance  in  landscapes  thus  produced. 

Dr.  Blanchard  concluded  the  program  with  a discussion,  accompanied  by  illustrating  specimens,  of  how 
engraved  designs  for  bank  notes  were  transferred  to  lithographic  stones  and  in  this  manner  reproduced  on 
Civil  War  patriotic  envelopes  and  on  bank  checks,  bonds,  etc.  The  exhibit  included  a large  catalog  of  an 
unknown  rirm  (the  covers  having  been  torn  off  the  book)  containing  many  familiar  designs  found  on  bank 
notes,  and  some  pages  from  another  catalog  of  a firm  known  as  the  National  Bureau  of  Engraving,  located 
at  107  South  Second  Street,  Philadelphia,  which  contained  numerous  vignettes,  borders,  counters,  etc., 
all  carrying  numbers  by  which  they  could  be  ordered. 


•Meeting  of  March  19,  1948.  Alembers  present:  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Brazer,  Brooks,  Ehrenberg, 
Finkleberg,  Gros,  Holton,  Meurer,  Morris,  Ohlman,  Rasmussen,  Rosell,  and  Wray;  also  a guest,  iMr. 
Ward  Hinman,  of  Albany. 

Frank  Rosell  journeyed  down  from  Albany  to  give  the  chapter  a most  enjoyable  exhibition  of  repre- 
sentative essays,  proofs,  and  engravings  from  several  of  his  collections.  The  exhibit  opened  with  an 

extensive  group  of  Albany  Postmaster  stamp  essays,  followed  by  color  trials  and  proofs  of  the  New  York 
Postmaster  stamp,  including  the  proofs  of  the  complete  stamp  and  the  vignette  as  engraved  on  one  die. 

There  were  a number  of  pages  showing  proofs  of  stamps  along  with  bank  notes  employing  the  same  dies 
as  used  for  the  stamp  vignettes.  Noted  among  these  combinations  so  dear  to  many  of  our  bank  note  col- 
lectors were  the  following  proofs  and  bright  crisp  notes:  1847  stamp  proofs  and  the  State  Bank  of  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J.  $5.  note  showing  both  the  Franklin  and  Washington  heads;  the  ic  1851  stamp  proof 

and  the  Canal  Bank  of  New  Orleans  $10.  note  using  the  same  Franklin  head;  and  the  popular  1862  2c 
“Black  Jack”  linked  with  the  rather  scarce  $v  note  of  the  Farmers’  and  ^Merchants’  Bank  of  Elkton,  ]\Id., 
with  the  identical  Jackson  head  as  engraved  by  the  National  Bank  Note  Co. 

The  1869  issue  was  well  represented  along  with  extensive  groups  of  1861  Patent  Paper  Essays  and 

Specimen  and  Sample  overprints.  The  foreign  collection  was  represented  by  a page  of  attractive  essays 

of  Salvador.  There  was  also  included  an  interesting  showing  of  book  illustrations  and  magazine  engravings 
by  both  Cyrus  and  Asher  B.  Durand. 

Clarence  Brazer  showed  a large  reference  collection  of  Philadelphia  Sanitary  Fair  proofs  and  color 

trials.  Some  of  the  essays  and  proofs  with  and  without  values  were  contemporary  with  the  June  1864 

issue  of  the  stamps,  which  were  donated  to  the  Sanitary  Fair  Commission  by  Butler  & Carpenter  during 
the  Civil  War  to  be  sold  as  souvenirs  from  the  Fair  “Post  Office.”  Others  were  prints  made  in  1903  by 
Ernest  Schernikow  on  paper  or  glazed  card.  These  issued  stamps  had  no  value  as  government  obligations 
and  were  only  used  on  drop  letters  at  the  Fair  post  office.  Clarence  also  showed  a number  of  engraved 
vignettes  of  Washington  in  oval  frames,  some  of  which  were  used  on  ist  Issue  $3  revenue  stamps  and 
one  of  which  was  printed  on  thin  celluloid.  The  meeting  was  concluded  with  a demonstration  of  Ridgeway’s 
Color  Dictionary,  which  is  the  basic  system  used  with  Brazer’s  color  nomenclature  as  used  in  our  Journ.al. 


Pliilsidelpliia  Chapter  No,  4 

Archy  S.  Myers,  Chairman  R.  O.  Bauer,  Secretary 

The  first  Quarterly  (Meeting  for  1948  of  Chapter  No.  4 was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  February  19, 
in  the  office  of  Earl  Apfelbaum,  504  Finance  Building,  Philadelphia. 

George  W.  Caldwell  and  Joseph  Mandos  offered  suggestions  on  collecting  and  mounting  Essays  and 
Proofs. 

In  the  discussion  that  followed  it  was  suggested  and  urged  that  the  Chapter  members  do  their  best 
missionary  work  for  the  cause  by  visiting  various  local  clubs,  giving  talks  on  the  subject,  participating  in 
exhibitions,  etc.,  to  try  to  enlighten  stamp  collectors  on  the  value  of  including  Essays  and  Proofs  in  their 
collections. 

Future  meetings  will  be  called  at  the  discretion  of  the  Chairman,  after  consultation  with  members 
regarding  plans  and  programs. 


Tmlsa  Chapter  No,  5 

D.  O.  Barrett,  Chairman  Hazel  Coombs,  Secretary 

The  fourth  regular  meeting  of  the  Chapter  was  held  on  March  5,  1948,  at  the  home  of  Miss 

Constance  G.  Eirich,  3139  S.  Madison,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma.  All  members  were  present,  and  a number  of 
guests  brought  the  total  attendance  to  16.  The  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  Dec.  3,  1947,  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Secretary  read  an  interesting  extract  from  the  house  organ  of  the  Gulf  Oil  Company  regarding 
our  member,  .Miss  Constance  Eirich. 
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Discussion  as  to  the  wishes  of  the  members  for  location  of  the  1948  Convention  indicated  that  all 
members  prefer  Denver,  Col.,  on  Sept.  7,  1948. 

INIiss  Eirich  presented  an  e.vcellent  paper  on  the  early  history  of  bank  note  counterfeit  detectors. 
Quoting  from  one  of  Laban  Heath’s  books,  published  in  1864,  she  pointed  out  that  machine  work  cannot 
be  successfully  counterfeited  by  engraving.  The  e.xpense  of  a geometrical  lathe  is  too  great,  and  besides, 
in  the  hands  of  the  uninitiated  it  could  not  be  set  to  reproduce  existing  designs  of  a complicated  nature. 

Some  approval  books  and  new  material  available  for  purchase  were  examined  and  discussed. 

The  next  meeting  was  scheduled  for  June  4,  1948,  at  the  home  of  D.  O.  Barrett.  Adjournment  at 
1 1 130  P.  M. 


Oetroit  Cliapter  No,  6 

Henry  Gates,  Temporary  Chairman 


IVIeeting  of  March  ii,  1948. 

The  meeting  was  held  by  invitation  with  the  Canadian  Philatelic  Club  of  Detroit  in  the  Wayne  Room 
of  the  Fort  Shelby  Hotel. 

Present  were  Alessrs.  Hunter,  Richardson,  Peters,  Schill,  Spain,  and  Gates.  Also  the  following 
members  of  the  Canadian  Philatelic  Club,  not  members  of  the  Essay  Proof  Society:  DeLisle,  Yapp,  Cam- 
bell, Miller,  Ryan,  Vizzard,  and  Simmonds. 

A motion  was  made  and  passed  that  the  election  of  permanent  officers  be  postponed  until  the  June 
meeting.  Henry  Gates  would  continue  to  act  as  temporary  Chairman  until  the  election. 

It  was  announced  that  our  chapter  had  been  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Chapters  and  Units, 

Henry  Gates  mentioned  that  several  of  the  other  local  clubs  had  expressed  a desire  to  have  the 
Detroit  Chapter  meet  and  put  on  an  exhibition  at  one  of  their  April  or  May  meetings.  As  this  had  been 
discussed  before  it  only  awaited  completion  of  arrangements. 

Cornelius  Spain  exhibited  his  collection  of  Canadian  Revenue  Essays  and  Proofs.  Included  was  a 
very  fine  collection  he  had  purchased  at  CIPEX  last  year.  Mr.  Spain  mentioned  that  he  had  many  letters 
from  collectors  wanting  to  obtain  items  from  this  collection.  He  added  that  none  were  for  sale. 

After  a vote  of  thanks  to  Air.  Spain  for  his  kindness  the  meeting  adjourned. 


Society  Official  Besieess  Section 

For  Annual  Meeting  See  Page  no. 

Proposed  diamge  in  By^^’Paws 

The  Board  of  Directors,  at  their  meeting  of  March  31,  1948,  voted  to  submit  the  following  change  in 
the  Society’s  By-Laws  for  adoption  by  mail  vote  of  the  membership.  Alail  ballots  will  go  to  all  members 
just  after  the  present  number  of  the  Journ.vl  appears,  and  votes  will  be  received  for  30  days  from  their 
mailing  date.  A majority  of  the  votes  cast  will  determine  (By-Laws  Article  VI)  whether  or  not  the 
change  shall  take  effect. 

That,  effective  July  i,  1948,  Article  I,  Section  4 of  the  By-Laws,  in  that  portion  which  now  reads: 

“The  Annual  dues  of  Active  Members  shall  be  three  (3)  dollars,  two  (2)  dollars  of  which  shall  be 
applied  as  subscription  to  the  Society  Journ.vl  and  paid  into  such  fund.’’ 

to  read  thus : 

“The  Annual  dues  of  Active  members  shall  be  five  dollars  ($5.00),  four  dollars  ($4.00)  of  which  shall 
be  applied  as  subscription  for  the  Society  Journal  and  paid  into  such  fund.’’ 

In  moving  this  change  of  dues,  your  Directors  are  motivated  only  by  the  need  for  meeting  increased  costs 
of  production  of  the  Journal  without  sources  of  revenue  at  present  to  cover  such  costs. 

Stephen  G.  Rich,  Secretary. 


Sales  IDepartiiiemit 

I'he  Sales  Department  of  the  Essay  Proof  Society  will  be  discontinued,  effective  June 
JO,  1948.  This  is  done  at  the  request  of  the  Sales  Manager  and  with  the  approval  of  the 
Hoard  of  Directors. 
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Members  holding  circuits  are  requested  to  return  them  promptly  to  the  Sales  ^lanager. 
Settlement  for  outstanding  circuits  is  expected  to  be  made  prior  to  June  30,  1948. 

Claims  pertaining  to  any  circuits  must  he  made  on  or  before  December  31,  1948.  All 
records  will  be  destroyed  after  that  date. 

George  C.  Hahn,  Sales  Manager. 


Meeting  of  Board  of  Directors,  Jan,  21,  1948 

The  Secretary,  in  the  absence  of  President  and  Vice-Presidents,  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  5.25 
p.  in.,  Wednesday,  Jan.  21,  1948,  at  the  Collectors  Club,  New  York,  N.  Y.  The  members  of  the  Board 
present  were  IVIessrs.  Brazer,  Gros,  Alorris  and  Rich.  Proxies  were  on  hand  from  Alessrs.  Guenther, 
Hennan,  Pope,  Rosell  and  Schrader. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  a quorum  existed. 

Air.  Alorris  moved  that  Air.  Rich  act  as  chairman  for  this  meeting.  Alotion  carried. 

The  minutes  of  the  Board  meeting  of  Oct.  i,  1947,  were  read  and,  on  motion  duly  carried,  approved. 

Editor  Brazer  Reported  as  follows : 

On  Journal  No.  16:  Receipts  $509.35  estimated;  outlays  $621.95;  deficit  $112.60. 

On  Journal  No.  17  now  in  press:  Receipts  $558.65  estimated;  outlays  not  completely  known. 

Advertising  volume  is  gradually  dropping,  and  hardly  any  new  advertisers  are  being  secured.  Alean- 
while,  costs  of  production  are  rising,  especially  on  account  of  the  many  cuts  needed  for  such  articles  as  that 
of  Dr.  Gray. 

On  motion  unanimously  carried,  the  report  was  received  with  thanks. 

Treasurer  Alorris  reported  for  the  period  July  i,  1947  to  Jan.  20,  1948,  as  appended:  cash  on  hand, 
$420.60.  On  motion  unanimously  carried,  the  report  was  received  with  thanks. 

The  Secretary  delivered  to  Librarian  Gros  the  two  books,  on  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Bechuanaland, 
donated  to  the  Society’s  library  by  our  member,  A.  Jurgens,  the  author.  Air.  Gros,  by  general  agreement, 
undertakes  to  make  the  necessary  acknowledgments  to  Air.  Jurgens. 

The  Secretary  presented  Applications  for  Alembership  Nos.  566  through  582.  These  were,  on  motion 
carried,  ordered  to  take  the  regular  course. 

Application  No.  583,  in  the  name  of  an  organization,  was  ordered,  by  unanimous  vote,  to  be  accepted 
if  changed  to  the  name  of  the  officer  involved  instead  of  the  organization.  It  is  here  noted,  at  the  request  of 
the  Directors  present,  that  this  Society  does  not  accept  organizations,  but  only  individuals,  as  members.  Any 
organization  desiring  benefit  of  membership  need  only  pay  the  costs  for  whichever  of  its  officers  or  members 
is  to  maintain  contact  by  being  a member  of  this  Society. 

Resignations  Nos.  267,  H.  Dermody ; 291,  F.  Cardwell;  and  313,  Carl  Steinman,  were  accepted  with 
regret,  by  motion  duly  carried. 

A communication  from  Sales  Alanager  Hahn  was  presented,  requesting  authorization  to  pay  a claim 
for  loss  in  the  Sales  Dept,  of  $17.50  from  the  insurance  fund  and  reimbursing  member  R.  P.  Hackett, 
who  had  assumed  the  loss  and  paid  for  it.  On  examination  of  the  evidence  submitted  with  Air.  Hahn’s 
letter,  the  Board  ordered  by  unanimous  vote  that  the  loss  be  refunded. 

The  application  of  the  Detroit  Chapter  together  with  By-laws  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Chapters 
and  Units  was  presented,  but  without  the  list  of  names  of  the  members  asking  this  Chapter  charter.  On 
motion  duly  carried,  the  charter  was  approved,  the  Secretary  to  secure  list  of  members  and  officers,  and  to 
publish  in  the  next  Journal  the  territory  which  the  proposed  chapter  is  to  cover. 

The  Secretary  presented  the  list  of  Lapsed  Alemberships.  Action  on  this  was  laid  o\'er  to  a later 
date,  and  the  Directors  present  each  agreed  to  communicate  with  certain  names  on  the  list  in  order  to 
secure  return  to  the  roll  of  as  many  as  possible. 

Air.  Gros  reported  that  binding  of  Journals  would  be  done  as  soon  as  indexes  for  A'olume  4 should 
reach  him. 

Air.  Brazer  presented  Suggestions  for  Duties  of  International  Secretary,  as  requested  at  the  Oct.  i, 
1947  Board  meeting.  On  motion,  carried,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  communicate  these  instructions 
to  International  Secretary  Reeves. 

An  informal  discussion  of  the  rising  costs  of  the  Journal  took  place,  and  of  plans  to  meet  these  costs, 
including  a possible  increase  in  dues. 

On  motion,  the  Board  recessed  to  5 p.  m.,  Jan.  28,  1948  (Wednesday),  at  the  same  place,  with 
instruction  to  the  Secretary  to  request  attendance  then  of  the  members  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  the 
Advertising  Alanager. 

At  6.25  p.  m.  th  Board  recessed. 

Stephen  G.  Rich,  Secretary 


Recesssed  Meeting  of  Board  of  Directors,  Jan,  28, 1948 

President  Smeltzer  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  5.06  p.  m.,  Wednesday,  Jan.  28,  1948,  at  the  Col- 
lectors Club,  New  York,  N.  Y.  The  members  of  the  Board  present  were  Alessrs.  Smeltzer,  Brazer, 
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Costales,  Gros,  Morris  and  Rich.  Proxies  of  Jan.  21  from  Messrs,  Guenther,  Pope,  Rosell,  Hennan  and 
Schrader  were  stated  as  valid  for  this  recessed  meeting. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  a quorum  existed. 

The  minutes  of  the  Board  meeting  of  Jan.  21  were  read  and,  after  slight  verbal  change,  accepted  on 
motion  duly  passed. 

The  Secretary  presented  the  resignations  from  membership  of  Messrs.  James  F.  McDonough  and 
Nelson  F.  Bond.  These  were  laid  over  since  these  members  had  not  paid  the  current  year’s  dues. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  seven  members  delinquent  on  dues  had  paid  the  current  year’s  dues.  On 
motion,  duly  carried,  these  were  ordered  restored  to  the  roll. 

Applications  Nos.  583  to  585  were  approved  subject  to  the  usual  period  of  posting  and  receipt  of 

satisfactory  word  from  the  applicants’  references. 

Editor  Brazer  presented  bills  for  printing  and  cuts  for  Journal  No.  17,  January,  1948,  totaling 
$600.50.  These  were  ordered  paid  when  funds  should  be  available.  Comparing  recent  numbers  of  the 

Journal,  Editor  Brazer  reported  that  the  deficit  on  No.  17  is  $183.99  because  of  an  unusually  large 

number  of  cuts  required,  as  compared  with  $112.60  deficit  on  No.  16. 

On  motion,  unanimously  carried,  Mr.  Costales  was  authorized  to  establish  contact  with  Lindquist 
Publications  for  sale  to  them  of  the  stock  of  Journal  No.  14  except  for  a reserve  of  100  copies. 

Treasurer  Alorris  reported  a net  addition  to  Society  funds  of  $72.00  received  since  the  meeting  on 
Jan.  21. 

Treasurer  Morris  called  to  our  attention  that  we  still  have  a deficit  on  the  Journal.  This  initiated 
a discussion  of  means  to  secure  the  needed  funds  to  cover  Journal  costs.  Suggestions  made  were: 

1.  Donation  auctions  (letter  of  Air.  Britt  to  Air.  Smeltzer). 

2.  That  advertising  rates  be  raised  (Brazer). 

3.  That  dues  be  raised,  even  though  we  shall  probably  lose  membership  if  a depression  occurs 

(Costales) . 

4.  That  advertising  rates  be  raised  to  $6.00  per  quarter  page  and  other  space  in  proportion  (Costales). 

Air.  Costales,  stating  that  advertising  in  the  Journ.vl  did  not  pay  dealers  directly,  moved  that  the 

advertising  rates  be  made  $6.00  for  quarter  page,  $10.00  for  half  page,  $20.00  for  entire  page,  $22.50  for 
inside  covers  and  $25.00  for  outside  rear  cover.  On  motion  duly  carried,  this  was  laid  over  for  final 
consideration  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

The  resignation  of  George  C.  Hahn  as  Sales  Alanager  was  presented.  On  motion,  unanimously 
carried,  this  was  accepted  with  regret. 

On  motion,  unanimously  carried,  the  Board  decided  to  discontinue  the  Sales  Department  as  of  June  30, 
1948,  and  that  a notice  to  this  effect  shall  appear  in  the  April  Journ.vl. 

Dr.  Brazer  reported  on  the  Proofs  Bill  in  Congress:  that  it  is  ‘’dormant  in  committee”  and  that  no 
date  has  been  set  for  any  hearings. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  at  6.23  p.  m. 

Stephen  G.  Rich,  Secretary 


Meeting  of  Board  of  Directors,  Marcli  31,  1948 

President  Smeltzer  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  5.14  p.  m.,  Wednesday,  Alarch  31,  1948,  at  the 
Collectors  Club,  New  York,  N.  Y.  The  members  of  the  Board  present  were  Alessrs.  Smeltzer,  Brazer, 
Britt,  Gros,  Alorris  and  Rich.  Proxies  were  on  hand  from  Alessrs.  Guenther,  Pope,  Rosell  and  Schrader. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  a quorum  existed. 

The  minutes  of  the  recessed  Board  meeting  of  Jan.  28  were  read,  discussed,  and  approved  on  motion 
duly  passed. 

Arising  from  the  matters  unfinished  on  Jan.  28  or  laid  over  for  further  consideration: 

On  motion  by  Brazer,  the  advertising  rates  were  raised  in  the  Journal,  to  $6.00  per  quarter  page, 
$10.00  per  half  page,  $20.00  for  full  page;  $22.50  for  inside  covers,  and  $25.00  for  outside  rear  cover,  to 
take  effect  with  Journal  No.  19,  July  1948.  The  motion  was  carried  and  the  editor  instructed  to  publish 
a notice  of  the  rate  change  in  the  April  Journal. 

Air.  Britt  brought  up  the  matter  of  securing  an  advertising  agent  on  a commission  basis  of  or 

less  on  new  business.  This  was  laid  over  to  the  next  Board  meeting  without  vote,  by  general  consent. 

Air.  Alorris  moved  that  the  By-Laws  be  modified  to  make  the  dues  $5.00  per  year,  beginning  with 

the  year  1948-49,  and  that  the  Secretary  take  the  required  steps  to  submit  this  matter  to  the  membership. 

This  was  unanimously  carried. 

The  Secretary  reported  : 

A I essrs.  Ale  Donough  and  Bond,  whose  resignations  were  in  hand  at  last  meeting,  have  not  paid  the 
year’s  dues  and  accordingly  their  memberships  have  been  let  lapse. 

The  secretary  reported  the  death  of  member  B.  H.  Wiley,  on  Jan.  2,  1948. 

'Fhe  secretary  presented  the  resignation  from  membership  of  Air.  R.  H.  Thomas,  in  good  standing. 
On  unanimous  vote,  this  was  accepted  with  regret. 

The  secretary  presented  applications  Nos.  586  through  592.  These  were  ordered  approved  subject  to 
the  usual  period  of  posting  and  receipt  of  satisfactory  word  from  the  applicants’  references. 

Dr.  Brazer  reported  that  as  yet  no  hearing  dates  had  been  set  on  the  Proofs  Bill  in  Congress. 
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President  Snieltzer  reported  on  his  custody  of  the  hack  numbers  and  bound  \olumes  of  the  Journal 
in  his  keeping. 

On  motion,  duly  carried,  the  price  of  Round  A'olumes  of  the  Journal  was  set  at  $2 >.00  for  set  of 
four;  complete  sets  only  to  be  sold.  The  Editor  was  instructed  to  ad\'ertise  this  in  the  Journal,  using 
space  as  available. 

On  motion,  duly  carried,  one  set  of  bound  volumes  was  ordered  placed  in  the  Society’s  library. 

The  Secretary  reported  on  the  postal  card  vote  of  the  membership  for  convention  site.  152  cards 
were  received  : 

For  Detroit — 66 

E’or  Denver — 48 

No  choice — 38 

On  motion  of  Air.  Rritt,  duly  carried,  the  Convention  date  and  place  were  set  for  Detroit — Leland 

Hotel,  Detroit,  Alich.,  Wednesday,  Sept.  15,  1948.  The  change  from  Sept.  20,  previously  proposed  was 
made  in  view  of  change  of  the  S.  P.  A.  convention  to  Sept.  16-19  instead  of  dates  previously  planned. 

Treasurer  .Morris  presented  papers  in  connection  with  the  bill  against  estate  of  Emil  Bruechig  for 

$10.20  owed  the  Society.  On  motion  duly  carried,  the  Board  directed  that  this  debt  be  written  ofif  the 
books  as  not  collectible,  because  of  large  expenses  necessary  for  handling  the  matter. 

Treasurer  .Morris  made  his  report,  $551.63  in  the  bank,  with  various  funds  etc.  completely  analyzed. 
On  motion  unanimously  carried,  the  report  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

Editor  Brazer  stated  that  no  matters  needed  report  by  him  now,  as  he  is  in  the  final  stages  of 

getting  JouRN.VL  No.  17  into  press. 

On  motion,  the  Board  adjourned  at  6.10  p.  m. 

Stephen  G.  Rich,  Secretary 


Secretary’s  Report 

Members  Admitted,  Jan.  1 to  March  31,  1948 

570  Spees,  Lyle,  Box  95,  Station  C,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  (U.  S.  1847-1870) 

571  White,  Louis  A.,  10203  Woodward  Ave.,  Detroit  2,  Alich.  (General  collector) 

572  Kiel,  George  A.,  1630  N.  E.  4th  Place,  Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida.  (U.  S.  ;British  North 

America ) 

573  Gillespie,  Arthur  H.,  P.  O.  Box  346,  Birmingham,  Alich.  (Fractional  Currency;  Gold  Coins) 

574  Randall,  James  P.,  341  South  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago  4,  111.  (Bank  Notes;  Coin  Dealer) 

575  Connor,  John  F.,  1600  Sheridan  Drive,  Kenmore  17,  N.  Y.  (Bosnia  and  Herzegovina) 

576  Schulman,  Hans  M.  F.,  545  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  17,  N.  Y.  (Netherlands  & Colonies) 

577  Scherer,  Robert  W.,  105th  A.  F.  B.  U.,  Fort  Slocum,  N.  Y.  (Iceland  1930  Issue) 

578  Davis,  Airs.  Louise  S.,  115  Central  Park  West,  New  York  23,  N.  Y.  (Airmails) 

579  Hume,  Edgar  E.,  Jr.,  A'ersailles  Road,  Frankfort,  Ky.  (Italy  and  France) 

580  Lagios,  Nick,  Apt.  5,  5129  St.  Denis  St.,  Alontreal,  Que.,  Canada.  (Crete,  Epirus,  Greece, 

Thrace) 

581  Ray,  Dennie  E.,  Jr.,  600  Kenilworth  Court,  Clinton,  Iowa.  (No  specialty  stated) 

582  Fisher,  Airs.  Edith  AL,  Alontvale  Ave.,  Alontvale,  New  Jersey.  (Switzerland) 

583  Brown,  ATrnon  L.,  Chase  National  Bank,  45  Cedar  St.,  New  York  15,  N.  Y.  (Coins) 

584  Ernst,  Clement  S.,  301  Hopper-Kelly  Bldg.,  Seattle  i.  Wash.  (Dealer;  Tete-Beche  and  Se- 

Tenant  stamps) 

585  Bard,  Jacob  AL,  1702  North  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago  14,  111.  (Alexico) 

Applications  for  Membership  Received 

From  Jan.  20,  1948,  to  final  closing  of  pages  in  this  number  of  the  Journal. 

586  Phelps,  Robert  H.,  R.  D.  2,  Box  25A,  Kenosha,  Wis.  (No  specialty  stated.)  By  Walter  W. 

Strait. 

587  Spain,  Cornelius  WA,  8580  Birdwood  Ave.,  Detroit  4,  Alich.  (Canadian  Revenues.)  By 

Henry  Gates. 

588  Woodward,  J.  D.,  P.  O.  Box  6,  Clifton  Heights,  Penna.  (Alexico.)  By  Joseph  Alandos. 

589  Eisin,  Walter  AL,  AI.D.,  6155  South  Kedzie  Ave.,  Chicago  29,  111.  (Baltic  States.)  By 

Ben  Reeves. 

590  Flanigan,  James  L.,  Jr.,  6117  Webster  St.,  Philadelphia  43,  Pa.  ( U.  S.)  By  C.  W.  Brazer. 

591  Schniewind,  Elmar  O.,  i Sheridan  Siiuare,  New  York  14,  N.  Y.  (General  collector.)  By 

Julian  Blanchard. 

592  Griffith,  Glenn  R.  A'.,  2447  East  20th  St.,  Tulsa  4,  Okla.  (No  specialty  stated.)  By  Con- 

stance Eirich. 

593  Chassy,  David  F.,  38  Park  Row,  New'  York  7,  N.  Y.  (Dealer).  By  Eugene  N.  Costales. 

594  Baldwin,  Charles  IL,  1120  Howard  St.,  Schenectady  3,  N.  Y.  (Exposition  Alaterial).  By  A.  P. 

Bantham. 
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Chapter  Cliarter  Granted 

6 Detroit,  IMich.  Six  members.  Henry  Gates,  Temporary  Chairman,  5300  West  Outer  Drive, 

Detroit  21,  Mich.  (Officers  to  be  elected  in  June.)  Charter  approved  by  Board  of 
Directors,  Jan.  21,  1948. 

Restored  to  Membership  List 

Andres,  Paul  G.  (see  Change  of  Address  also) 

Arn,  Walter  S. 

Billings,  Charles  (see  Change  of  Address  also) 

Cobb,  Harold  C. 

Cohen,  Eduardo 
Crosby,  L.  S. 

Davies,  Raymond  A. 

Fisher,  Walter  S. 

Foster,  John  B. 

Hahn,  Mannel  (See  Change  of  Address  also) 

Hughes,  J.  R. 

Jessup,  Edgar  B. 

MacNeal,  Earle 
iMuller,  Wilbur 
Wardwell,  Daniel  W. 

Westphal,  Airs.  Olive  AI. 

Changes  in  Membershii)  List 

Change  of  Address: 

263  Andres,  Paul  G.,  Dayton,  Ohio,  to  7195  Orchard  Ave.,  Riverside,  Calif. 

357  Billings,  Charles,  Tabor,  N.  J.,  to  P.  O.  Box  5,  Aromas,  Calif. 

306  Cobb,  Capt.  Harold  G.,  East  Northport,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.,  to  Veterans  Administration  Hospital, 

Coatesville,  Penna. 

478  de  A'olpi,  Charles  P.,  Alontreal,  Que.,  to  4720  Grosvenor  Ave.,  Alontreal,  Que.,  Canada. 

268  Hahn,  Alannel,  Winnetka,  111.,  to  270  Walnut  St.,  Winnetka,  111.  (Correction  of  house  number 

error  on  our  records) 

484  Koch,  Raymond  W.,  Aluscoda,  Wis.,  to  1006  Sextonville  Road,  Richland  Center,  Wis. 

471  Randolph,  J.  W.  F.,  Alontclair,  N.  J.,  to  c/o  Ratner,  139  Coligni  Ave.,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. 

560  Schill,  Earl  C.,  Detroit,  Alich.,  to  P.  O.  Box  83,  Detroit  31,  Alich. 

448  Useller,  James  W.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  to  529  West  Penn  St.,  Butler,  Penna. 

182  Worcester,  Joseph  A.,  Jr.,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  to  218  Paul  Ave.,  Syracuse  6,  N.  Y. 

Deceased 

205  Wiley,  Bennett  H.,  January  2,  1948 

Resignations  Acceitted 

Cardwell,  Frederick 
Dermondy,  Harold 
Steinman,  Carl 
Thomas,  Rollin  H.,  Jr. 

Enumeration  of  Membership 


Alembership  Dec.  30,  1947  455 

Gains  3^ 

Losses  5 

Net  membership  in  good  standing  Alarch  31,  1948  482 


291 

267 

313 

425 


263 

178 

357 

306 

479 

346 

426 

452 

380 

268 

88 

226 

466 

310 

195 

461 


Apfelbaum,  Earl  P.  L.  123 

Barr  Inc.,  Hugh  C.  120 

Billig  & Rich,  Inc.  120 

Blanchard,  J.  12 1 

Burger  & Co.  120 

Brazer,  Clarence  W., 

Inside  Front  Cover 

Charlat,  L.  W.  119 

Costales,  Eugene  N.  125 

Economist  Stamp  Co.,  Inc.  - 119 
Firteld,  Edson  J.  123 


Advertisers  Index 


Fox,  John  A.  124 

Harmer,  H.  R.,  Inc.  _ Back  Cover 
Harmer,  Rooke  & Co., 

Inside  Back  Cover 

Harris,  H.  E.,  & Co.  128 

Hennan,  Dr.  Clarence  12 1 

Kelleher,  Daniel  F.  119 

Kirk,  Arthur  F 123 

Knoth,  G.  S.  126 

Alartin  Stamp  Co.  122 

Aleghrig  Sons  123 


Alorris,  Thos.  F.  12 1 

Alyer,  John  N.  122 

Nassau  Stamp  Co.  120 

Ohlman  Galleries  122 

Rich,  Stephen  G 1 19 

Robson  Lowe  127 

Rosell,  Frank  W 122 

Scott  Publications,  Inc.  124 

Smeltzcr,  Chester  A.  125 

Tolman  11,  Henry  12 1 
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You  Collect  Proofs 

And  If  Yon  Also 
Collect 

STAMPS 

We  Have  a Very  Fine 
Stock  of 

UNITED  STATES  POSTAGE, 
ENVELOPES,  REVENUES, 
MATCH  & MEDICINES 

Y onr  Inquiries  W elcomed 

Our  36  page  Price  List  of  U.  S., 
British  Colonies  and  Air  Mails  of  The 
World  — Free  on  Request. 

Economist  Stamp  Co.,  Inc. 

87  (J)  Nassau  St.,  New  York  7,  N.  Y. 


Boston-  Amctioe 
Sales 

I hold  auctions 
regularly  in  Boston 
and  would 

be  glad  to  send 
Catalogs  to 

any  Collector 
applying  for  them. 


DANIEL  F,  KELLEHER 

7 (J)  Water  Street,  Boston  9,  Mass. 


Wanted  Airmails 

EXCLUSIVELY 

• 

Offers  of  proofs,  Essays,  and 
specimens  of  Airmails  invited. 
Please  give  particulars  and 
price. 

Do  not  submit  until 
requested. 

• 

L,  W,  CHARLAT 
Airimails  Exclusively 
180  Rroadvay 
A New  YoFk  7,  N,  Y, 


The 

Emil  Fuchs  Etching 
of 

King  Edward  VII 

(which  was  used  for  the 
head  of  the  Edwardian 
stamps  of  most  British 
countries) 

I have  an  extra  copy 
of  the  1925  printing. 

FIFTY  DOLLARS  Takes  It. 

Stephen  G.  Rieli 

Verona  New  Jersey 
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Essays,  Proofs 
and  other 
Specialists 
Material 

We  Offer 

4 Very  Mare  Essays 
of  Medicine  Stamps 

All  On  Large  Cards  As  Follows 

Holloway  & Co.  ic  Black,  from 

Deats  Collection  loo.oo 

Rejialarly  Offered 

in  our 

Dr.  Hoofland’s  German  Bitters 

4c  Black,  by  Dr.  C.  M.  Jackson, 
from  Deats  Collection  $100.00 

Aiactloii  Sales 

University  Medicines,  4c  Black  $ 75.OO 

Send  For  Free  Catalogues 

HUGH  BARR  & CO. 

38  (J)  Park  Row,  New  York  7,  N.  Y. 

1 nos.  F.  Wilson  4c  Black  Proof, 
from  Deats  Collection  $200.00 

Others  Are  On  Hand 

BURGER  & CO. 

90  (J)  Nassau  St.,  New  York  7,  N.  Y. 

We  Buy 

France 

Stocks  and  Stamp 

and 

Collections 

Or 

Colonies 

As  Specialists 

Better  Grade  Singles 

in  tlie  Above  Group 

For  Cash 

We  Can  Offer 

Or  Accept  Such  For  Our 

Essays  and  Proofs 

Monthly  3-Day  Sales 

Catalogue  Free  On  Request 

Correspondence  Invited 

IIILLIi;  4V  ICK  II.  liM  . 

INassau  Stamp  Co. 

srrrc  (iBo-i 

(Maoiil  Evcsgor) 

.■>5.1  West  42n<l  St.,  New  York  18,  N.  Y. 

68  (J)  Nassau  St..  New  ^'ork  7,  N. 
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1000^” 


Of  Catalogue 


will  he  paid 
For 


FINE  COVERS 


of 

DOMINICAN 

REPUBLIC 


No.  32  to  35 

Clarence  Hennan,  M.  D. 

7602  (J)  Paxton  Ave.,  Chicago  49,  111. 


Wanted 

Will  Present  U»  S.  Essay 
or  Proof  Wortli  8100,00 
For  Copy  of  Pliotograpli 
of  My  Fatlier 
Tlios,  F,  Morris  at 
His  Desk  in  Engraving 
Division  Mnrean  of 
Engraving  & Printing 
About  1893^1897 


Thos.  F,  Morris 

60  (J)  East  42nd  Street 
New  York  17,  N,  Y, 


WANTED 

CARDBOARD 

.Revenues 

R24P4 — 5c  Certificate 
R28P4 — 5c  Playing  Cards 
R39P4 — 15c  Foreign  Exch. 

R43P4 — 25c  Bond 

R45P4 — 25c  Entry  of  Goods 

R70P4 — $1.00  Lease 
R74P4— $i  .00  Passage  Ticket 

HENRY  TOEMAN  II 
Orange  Center  Rd, 
Orange,  Conn, 


A Famous  Portrait 

Engraved  By 

Asher  B.  Durand 

None  other  than  that  of  Frank- 
lin used  on  our  1847  5c  stamp! 

A bank  note  with  this  portrait,  one 
of  the  handsomest  notes  of  its 
kind  ever  engraved,  can  be  had 
for  a fraction  of  the  cost  of  a mint 
stamp  (cataloged  at  $60.)  A 
superb,  uncirculated  specimen  of 
the  note  is  offered  at  $5.00. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed. 

Approval  selections  of  other 
fine  notes  of  philatelic  interest 
sent  upon  request. 

-¥■ 

J.  Blanchard 

1 Sheridan  Sq.,  Xcav  York  14,  N.  Y. 
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COLOMBIA 

WANT  TO  BUY 
Essays,  Proofs 
and 

Irregular  Material 


John  N»  Myer 

435  Riverside  Drive 
New  York  25,  N.  Y, 


WANTED  TO  BUY 
Essays  and  Proofs 

of 

United  States 

and 

British  North  America 

MARTIN  STAMP  CO. 

233  West  42nd  Street 
New  York  18,  N.  Y. 


WANTED 

Engravings 

and 

Letters 

by 

ASHER  B.  DURAND 

or 

CYRUS  DURAND 

What  Have  You? 

Frank  W,  Rosell 

90  State  St.,  Albany  7,  N.  Y. 


to  the  Highest  Bidder  . . . 
And  more  often  than  not  the 
hig'hest  bids  well  exceed 
what  your  stamps  would 
bring  at  private  sale. 

M.  Ohlman,  Dean  of  phila- 
telic auctioneers,  will  give 
your  collections  his  personal 
attention. 

We  have  no  stock  to  com- 
pete with  the  sale  of  your 
stamps. 

30 1st  AUt  TTOX  CAT Al.OG  FREE 
WRITE  FOR  TERMS 

Oldman  Galleries 

Established  IQ12 

IK)  J.  Nassau  Street,  N.  Y.  7. 
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PROMPT  - EFFICIENT 

Vanderbilt  White  Plains 

6-3596  2813J 

duddon  S^iAvdcc 

to 

Arthur  F.  Kirk 

buyers  and  sellers 

Philatelic  Broker 

• 

Philatelic  Agent 

SALES  EVERY  MONTH 

A ppraisals 

EARL  P.  L.  APFELBAUM 

504  FINANCE  BUILDING 

Fultom  Park  Apts, 

1428  SOUTH  PENN  SQ. 

PHILADELPHIA  2,  PA. 

Wliite  Plains,  N,  Y, 

Established  1930 

We  Are  BLYIAG 

Are  You  SELLING? 

We  are  in  a position  to  BUY  the 
stamps  you  want  to  SELL,  whether 
valued  at 

$100  or  $100,000.00 

We  are  certain  you  will  find  it 
to  your  advantage  to  consult  us  be- 
fore you  sell,  and  obtain  the  prices 
and  results  you  want  with  a mini- 
mum of  RED  TAPE. 

M.  MEGlIlllG  SOYS 

166  (J)  NASSAU  STREET 
NEAV  YORK,  N.  Y. 


STAMPS  OF  THE  WORLD 

Handled  Through  Our 

“PERSONALIZED” 

PUBLIC  AUCTION  SALES 

When  disposing  of  yonr  stamp  collec- 
tion by  the  Auction  Method— contact 
us — correspondence  invited.  Details 
and  terms  will  be  gladly  furnished. 

We  are  also  interested  in  the  purchase 
of  collections  outright  for  cash. 

WANT  LISTS 

UNITED  STATES  and 

BRITISH  COLONIES 

We  maintain  a stock  of  these  two 
groups  for  our  retail  trade. 

Want  Lists  solicited — stamps  will  be 
sent  for  yonr  inspection. 

References  Required. 

EI»S01V  .1.  FIFIELII  ^ 

Licensed  Auctioneer 

oOO  (J)  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  18,  N.  Y. 
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Have  fun  remounting 
Your  U.  S.  in  a Scott 
NATIONAL  ALBUM 

YOU’VE  always  wanted  a fine  printed  album  for  your  U.  S.  stamps  — this  is  it! 
It  costs  only  $io,  and  there’s  none  better. 

You’ll  like  the  tasteful,  uncrowded  arrangement  of  the  spaces.  There’s  one  for  each 
major  variety,  postage  and  revenue,  listed  in  the  Scott  Standard  Catalogue.  Each 
space  carries  the  catalogue  number  of  its  stamp,  to  make  mounting  easier. 

The  National  pages  are  printed  on  heavy  quality  paper,  on  one  side  only.  You  can 
get  supplementary  pages  from  time  to  time. 

Forest  green  imitation  leather  covers  the  hinged-post  binder.  It’s  easy  to  take  out 
any  unwanted  pages  and  put  in  extra  blank  pages  for  covers,  cancellations,  shades  or 
blocks  of  your  favorite  issues. 

Get  a U.  S.  album  you’ll  be  proud  to  own  and  show.  Order  the  National  from  your 
dealer  today! 

Extra  blank  pages,  quadrille  ruled,  lOO  for  $2.50.  Glassine  interleaving,  100  for  $1. 

Scott  Publications,  Inc. 

Gordon  R.  Harmer,  president 
1 WEST  47th  STREET,  NEW  YORK  19,  N.  Y. 


AUCTION— PRIVATE  SALE 

We  are  in  the  market  for  fine  U.  S.  and 
Foreig’n  material,  either  on  or  off  cover. 
Immediate  cash  is  available  for  worth- 
while properties.  We  will  either  pur- 
chase your  collection  outright  or  ad- 
vance a substantial  amount  against 
sale  at  auction.  If  necessary  we  will 
travel  any  distance  to  view  a sizable 
collection  or  accumulation.  Holdings 
worth  $10,000  and  over  preferred. 

A.  P.  S.  Jk  S.  P.  A. 

JOHN  A.  FOX,  116  Nassau  St.,  New  York  7,  N,  ll. 
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Bound  Volumes  1,  2,  3,  4 of 

T'he  Essay  Proof  Jonirnal 

Now  Available  with  Indexes 

111  Oark  Med  Clotli  witli  Gold  Eettering 

The  Society  has  had  25  sets  of  the  first  four  volumes  bound.  They 
are  now  offered  for  sale  at  $25.00  for  the  set  of  4 volumes,  including 
Journals  No.  i to  16  inclusive. 

Send  remittance  of  $2;;. 00  payable  to  the  Essay  Proof  Society  and 
the  set  of  4 volumes  will  be  sent  you  by  Railway  Express,  carrying 
charges  collect. 

Chester  A.  Smeltzer 

71  Murray  St,,  New  York  7,  N,  Y, 


ESSAYS  and  PROOFS 


Are  regularly  offered 

in  my 


AUCTION  SALES 


Request  Free  Catalogues 


EUGENE  N.  COSTALES 
99  Nassau  St.,  New  York  7,  N.  Y, 
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Unique  Large  Die  Essays 
Trial  and  Normal  Color  Die  Proofs 

Ecuador 

51  Postage  228  to  457  59  Air  Mail  Cl  to  C126 

6 Postal  Tax  MA49  to  MACS 


C117E-C 


C122E-r 


Correspondeoce  Invited 

G»  S»  Knotli 

A,  I,  EDn  Pont  Bnilding,  Miami  32,  Florida 


CIOOE-B 


417E-B 


430E-C 


231E-B 
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THE 

FIVE  YEAR  PLAiV 

1047  Great  Britain  and  Possessions  in  Europe 
1948  The  Britisli  Empire  in  Africa 
1040  The  British  Empire  in  Asia 

1050  The  Biatish  Emiiire  in  N.  & S.  America,  including 
all  Westeni  Heniisijhere 

1951  The  British  Empire  in  Australia  and  the  Pacific 

MEANS  A COMBINED 

BRITISH  EMPIRE  CATALOGEE 
AXD  ENCYCLOPAEDIA 

IN  FIVE  VOLUMES 


The  series  will  include  a survey  of: 

POSTAL  HISTORY 

ESSAYS,  PROOFS  & SPECIMENS 

CANCELLATIONS 
SIZES  OF  SHEETS 
PLATING 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

with  comprehensive  listings  of 

HANDSTRUCK 

and 

ADHESIVE 
Postage  Stamps 


THE  EEIIOPEAX  VOELME  

including  Cj^prus,  Gibraltar,  Malta,  Heligoland  and  Levant 

IS  READY  NOW: 

PRICE  S5.00  post  free 

from 

ROBSON  LOWE 

LT».  live. 

50  PALL  MALL  1320  WIDENER  BLDG. 

LONDON,  S.  W.  1.  PHILADELPHIA  7,  PA. 

England  U.  S.  A. 

Telephone:  ABBEY  4034  Cables:  “STAMPS,  LONDON”  Telephone:  LOCUST  4-1367 
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VALUABLE  PUBLICATIONS 


UNITED  STATES.  U.  S.  POSSESSIONS 
& BRITISH  NORTH  AMERICA 

Complete  except  for  the  great  rariti»*s,  this  12S-page 
catalog,  with  more  than  1,000  illustrations  for  your  con- 
venient reference,  lists  and  prices  all  major  varieties  of 
the  countries  included.  It  serves  not  only  as  a valuable 
check  list  and  guide,  hut  also  as  a reliable  source  of  supply 
for  these  popular  stamps  at  economical  prices.  Every  col- 
lector needs  this  useful  and  authoritative  catalog.  Send 
for  a copy  today  if  you  do  not  already  have  one. 

Sent-  for  10c  to  Cover  Mailing 


STAMPS  OF  MODERN  EUROPE 

With  128  pages,  informative  write-ups,  and  beautiful 
illustratiuns,  this  comprehensive  catalog  lists  and  prices 
one  of  the  most  attractive  of  all  special  groups  : The  20th 
Century  Issues  of  Modern  Europe.  Here  you  wdll  find  — 
froin  Andorra  to  Vatican  City  — those  attractive  stamps 
which  tell  so  vividly  the  story  of  our  own  times,  and 
which  have  enjoyed  such  rapidly  increasing  popularity  in 
recent  years.  Send  for  a copy  today  and  see  fu  • yourself 
why  “Modern  Europe’’  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
important  stamp  catalogs  ever  published. 

Sent  for  10c  to  Cover  Mailing 


Po§ta^  Stumpi  o1  tt. 


B RITISH 
EMPIRE/ 


BRITISH  EMPIRE  STAMPS 

Devoted  to  one  of  the  most  popular  of  all  the  special 
groups,  this  beautiful  illustrated  128-page  catalog  lists — • 
from  Aden  to  Zanzibar  — the  20th  Century  Issues  of  the 
British  Commoinvealth  of  Nations.  So  far  as  we  know, 
it  is  the  only  publication  of  its  kind  in  the  world  ; and 
since  it  is  backed  by  what  we  believe  to  he  the  most 
comprehensive  existing  stock  of  British  20th  Century 
issues,  we  feel  certain  you  will  find  it  invaluable  : both  as 
a reference  list,  and  as  a c()nveni(‘nt  source  of  supply  — 
at  favorable  prices  — for  these  none-too-plentiful  stamps. 

Sent  for  10c  to  Cover  Mailing 


AIRMAIL  STAMPS 

“Quite  the  finest  thing  in  the  airmail  line  to  appear  in 
the  U.  S.  A.” — George  Van  Den  Berg.  “Best  presentation 
yet  made  of  the  fascinations  of  collecting  airmail  stamps. 
A must  for  every  collector.’’- — Stamps  Magazine.  “One  of 
the  finest  volumes.  ...  In  effect,  a complete  priced  catalog 
of  the  world’s  airmail  stamps.’’ — Linn’s  Weekly  Stamp 
News.  “Attractive  prices.’’ — Camden  Courier-Post.  “Most 
beautiful  price  list  of  airmail  stamps  we  have  ever  seen. 
...  A valuable  guide  and  check  list,  well  worth  a dollar.’’ 
— Weekly  Philatelic  Gossip. 

Sent  for  1 Oc  to  Cover  Mailing 


AIRMAIL 

STAMPS  OP  THE  VVOHLO 


IF  YOU  HAVE  STAMPS  TO  SELL 

To  replenish  our  extensive  retail  stocks  we  are  constantly  buying — at 
generous  prices- — collections  and  accumulations  of  postage  stami)s,  provided 
they  are  worth  $50  or  more.  . . . Our  free  appraisals,  good  prices  and  prompt 
payments — with  no  haggling  or  delays — have  made  us  innumerahle  friends 
among  collectors  with  stamps  to  sell.  . . . Send  for  our  free  booklet  of  val- 
uable information,  “If  You  Have  Stamps  to  Sell,’’  and  read  it  for  your  own 
protection  before  disposing  of  your  collection.  Free  on  Request. 

H.  E.  HARRIS  & CO..  61  Transit  Bldg.,  BOSTON  17,  MASS. 


- 


The 

Proof 

That 

We  Sell 

Proofs 

A Page 
from  one  of 
our  recent 
AUCTION 
CATALOGUES 


If  you  wish  to  buy  or  sell  PROOFS~or  STAMPS— or  ANYTHING 
PHILATELIC — there  is  only  one  answer: 


Harmer  Rooke  & Co., 


560  5th  Avenue 


New  York  19,  N.  Y. 


INTERNATIONAL 
STAMP  AUCTIONEERS 


“International  Stamp  Auction- 
eers” means  more  than  just  of- 
fices in  two  countries.  It  means 
more  than  liaison  between  two 
offices,  to  assist  clients. 

It  means  “International”  cov- 
erage, advertising  in  all  available 
countries,  air  mailing  of  cata- 
logues or  cuttings  to  long-distance 
collectors  and  finally  a square 
deal  for  the  mail  bidder  from 
Bombay  or  Brisbane  just  as  much 
as  the  room  bidder  from  Brooklyn 
or  the  Bronx. 

To  quote  an  instance,  in  our 
auction  of  March  2nd  we  offered 
on  behalf  of  a client  various  China 
including  a number  of  scarcer 
items,  only  one  room-bidder  was 
able  even  to  make  a bid  against 
the  starting  prices  on  the  “book” 
and  he  was  unsuccessful  in  ob- 
taining the  lot. 

From  where  did  the  competi- 
tion come?  AUSTRALIA  and 
CHINA!  Surprising?  Yes!  Aus- 
tralia in  the  sterling  block  and 
China  with  local  dollars  that  are 
trying  to  compete  with  Post-War 
I German  marks.  Yet  these  buy- 
ers bid  and  bought  in  American 
dollars  at  a level  for  these  stamps 
far  above  the  present  levels  in  this 
country. 

These  Chinese  stamps  were  ap- 
praised by  us  at  $389  and  realized 
for  the  owner  $848.25,  which 
represents  $678.60  net,  more 
than  twice  what  he  had  hoped 
for,  he  tells  us. 


It  is  the  same  with  very  many 
other  countries:  African  stamps 
being  competed  for  by  South 
Africa,  Great  Britain,  etc.;  Scan- 
dinavia causing  bids  to  come  over 
from  the  Scandinavian  countries, 
fine  Swiss  causing  collectors  and 
dealers  in  Switzerland  to  rush 
their  bids,  and  so  on. 

They  know  that  for  fair  and 
accurate  descriptions  and  a 
straight  deal  with  their  bids,  it’s 
H.  R.  Harmer,  Inc.,  truly  “Inter- 
national” auctioneers  in  the  wid- 
est sense  of  the  word. 

Who  gains?  H.  R.  Harmer, 
Inc.  certainly!  We  get  a com- 
mission on  a higher  realization. 
The  vendor,  certainly!  He  ob- 
tains higher  realizations.  Yet  this 
international  coverage  comes  to 
you  at  the  normal  commission  of 
20%,  a figure  inclusive  of  all  ex- 
penses---describing,  cataloguing, 
advertising,  free  insurance  both  in 
transit  and  while  at  our  Galleries. 

Why  not  join  the  thousands  of 
vendors  who  have  received  satis- 
faction from  the  H.  R.  Harmer 
organization  for  more  than  thirty 
years?  We  will  be  pleased  to  for- 
ward a copy  of  our  booklet  “Con- 
cerning Your  Stamps”  which 
gives  full  details  of  our  auction 
facilities. 

If  you  have  philatelic  properties 
you  wish  to  sell  worth  $100  and 
up,  we  can  help  you. 
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32  EAST  57th  STREET  NEW  YORK  22,  N.  Y. 


